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"PREFACE.

In offering this small manual to the Masonic
world, the Author is actuated by no other motive
than to afford the noble Institution of Freemasonry
the same advantages which are enjoyed by other
sciences in an age of intellectual improvement
and superior civilization. It has always been a
popular argument against Freemasonry, that the
proceedings of the Order have partaken of the
mystery which, how excusable soever in its peculiar
observances, is not to be tolerated when applied to
its general transactions. This argument it has
been the wish of all thinking Masons of the present
day to neutralize. The intelligence of the age
demands a liberal policy, which may encourage a
spirit of free enquiry amongst those who are dis-
posed to question the claims of our science to
respect ; at the same time that it may augment
the resources of the Brethren, and enable them to
render a satisfactory answer to those who may
demand an account of the benefits which they
derive from the practice of Freemasonry.



iv PREFACE.

There cannot be a doubt but much of the prospe-
rity of the Order has been owing to the Freemasons’
Quarterly Review ; which, by offering a vehicle for
recording its proceedings in every part of the globe,
has introduced a spirit of emulation amongst the
Lodges, to compete with each other in promoting
the holy feelings of Brotherly Love and Charity.
This invaluable record displays moral worth and
active diligence wherever it is found to exist, and
while any remissness in the Masonic authorities
receives its proper stimulus; a steady and regular
discharge of duty produces applause. Hence the
Craft is highly indebted to this Periodical, for the
benefits it has conferred on the Institution; and
its prolonged existence forms a striking feature in
the History of Freemasonry at the present momen-
tous period. It gradually works its way amongst
the Craft ; and the labours of its talented Editor
are rewarded by the approbation of the Brethren.
To this Periodical the Historian is indebted for his
most valuable materials; and the annals of Ma-
sonry, in its absence, would be meagre and unin-
teresting.

In the execution of this little work, the Author
professes a strict independence of principle, and
impartiality of action.

Nullius addictus jurare in verba magistri,
Quo me cunque rapit tempestas, deferor hospes.
Hor.
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Historical truth disclaims alike prejudice and par-
tizanship ; and whatever opinions the Author may
entertain as an individual Mason—he has endea-
voured to preserve the strictest neutrality as an
Annalist. How far he may have been successful
will depend on the opinions of his readers. He
has adhered most faithfully to that law of the
Grand Lodge which prohibits the printing of any
private transactions that require to be withheld
from the public eye; and has inserted no matter
but what he has found in the printed Quarterly
Communications of the Grand Lodge, or other
sources equally available for the purposes of discus-
~sion and remark.

. With this avowal, the work is committed to the

Jjudgment of the Craft; and, it is hoped, will be
found not altogether uninteresting, as a detail of
. Masonry in its most palmy and prdsperous state.

‘WoOLVERHAMPTON,
January, 1841.
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THE HISTORY

OF

FREEMASONRY.

CHAP. 1

History of Masonry from the Year 1829 to 1834.

Ir we revert to the times when Freemasonry
took a decided position amongst the Institutions of
this country by the revival of the Grand Lodge in
London, about the commencement of the eighteenth
century, after the Ancient Grand Lodge at York
had discontinued its meetings; and only four
Lodges were to be found within the bills of mor-
tality, we shall contemplate a fraternity con-
structed on a model different from the Freemasonry
of our own times. The brethren of that day were
Proud of their knowledge—jealous of their privi-
eges—and over sensitive lest the peculiar secrets of
the Order should be exposed to the profane gaze of
the vulgar. Hence in 1718, when the Grand Lod
promulgated an edict for the production of masonic
papers and records, that the ancient usages and
charges of masonry might be ascertained and re-
stored ; a powerful party, headed by Brother
Nicholas Stone, one otP the Grand Wardens under
Inigo Jones, was arrayed against the measure. It

B
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waa considered, not merely an infringement on fhae
privileges of the fraternity, but a dangerous . expe-
ydient, affording a precedent for a multiplication of
ipapers on this forbidden subject ; and placing,tlae
‘customs and mysteries of the Institution af:ithe
mercy of those who opposed their principles,. and
turned their practice into ridicule. And when
Dr. Anderson received instructions from the Grand
Master to prepare a Book of Constitutions for the
press, the adverse party took the alarm : and under
.a dread of public exposure, committed their manu-
scripts to the flames. S
This occurred at a period when the people..of
England were unenlightened by education an
science. A great moral revolution has been effected
in our own times, by the spread of general knopw-
ledge; and the Institution of Freemasonry keeps
pace with the onward march of social imprgve-
ment. During the present century it has hecome
so universally prevalent as to spread over the fape
of the whole earth. It has its seat amanget
Princes; and is patronized by throned manawﬁ,
and their chief nobility in every region undér.the
canopy of heaven. In our own land, its Grumd
Master is also the patron of almost all the literary
and scientific societies which shed a lustre onithe
resent times. A century ago Freemasonry was
but just emerging from the o%scurit,y in which; the
ages of ignorance and bigotry had overwhelmed it.
The veil had scarcely been removed in England ;
and in other parts of the globe it was little knowm,
even by name; mnow it flourishes abundantlyin
every clime where there are men to practise it..j3A.
century ago scrupulous brethren knew so. Littlp of
the true principles of the.craft, as to ‘destroy.their
manuscripts, lest the world should become acquainted
with the nature and design of our association; .now,
‘we are anxious to shew the world the general prin-

a L
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diples of 'the' Order ; -and for that purpdsewe have
- nimmertus -publications on  Freetmasonry, “siiéte
iexigtence (tias effected for it an: universdl réspéet
“simongst ‘those who have not had’ the' hdvamtawé f
sipitiation into our mysteries, and we possess'a’ wéll
iepnducted periodical to record our proteedings's 4o
‘ghlow mankind the real tendency of our'sécrets s/ #itd
I'ty: disseminate amongst the brethren a knowledge
‘of the-philosophy and science which are ‘preser
!1h thé institution. Co
1A century ago Freemasonry had no permanent
Charities, to lighten the sorrows of the destitute
'orphan, or to make the widow’s heart sing for ijo ;
now we have not only a fund of Benevolence for
i'the distressed Mason ‘or his widow; and Schools
where the male and female orphaus of our deceased
~Brethren are clothed, and fed, and instructed—
where, to the comforts of this world, is added a
‘kmowledge of the preparation necessary to fit them
“for another and a better; but we have also a pro-
“vidion for the permanent relief of distresses occa-
~gioned by unmerited misfortune or old ‘age ; and an
Asylum 'is projected, which, like the Hospitals ‘of
I:@helsea and Greenwich, is intended to be 4 refage
“from!'the storms of life to the worthy and upright
“(Magon, ‘'whom misfortune may have reduced, or
~-pdvepsity- deprived of a home m the winter of his
'1¥fei 1A' century ago, the philosophy of masonry
-1 wig very imperfectly understood ; now the Brethren
- lemulate each other in literary pursuits; and thus
“the Lodges are elevated into schools for morality
and 'dsience; where intelligent Masters dispense
£theitt instruetion with ability and zeal: where' the
i ad¥iinlce of ‘moral and social improvement tends to
Tigilightén the mind’ and soften the manners; and
Iviitpairts toithe well-taught Mason a decided advan-
‘tage m theé diseharge of his duties as a member of
civil society.
B2
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# Bucls beitiy the present stape of feeling smengsts
largé:wdd mfluential portion of the fraterhity, itehis-
oy assusires'a character of unususl interest. . fbidno
Jénizer bdnfined to the maked detaile :of ia fem imsil-
lasod fapts 4nd ceremonies, unaccompanied by oomk
méntary; and nnembellished by investigations:which
iy determine their propriety or impolicyy for:the
ittruetion of the fature; but the historiam quay
yenture) in these times of liberality of senbimient
and free discussion, to speculate on the legiblatioh
of 1the #nasonic authorities, without the dreaih:of
official censtire on the one hand, or the privatesand
miore formidable reprehension of the fraternity om
the other. s enin
‘3Kt the Quarterly Communication in March 1829,
His Royal Highness Prince Augustus Frederick
Duke of Sussex, Earl of Inverness, Baron of Ark-
low, ‘KiG., &c. &c., was unanimouslty re-elected
Grand Master of Masons, and proclaimed and
saluted atcording to amcient form: - 1 cds
1»Tu’this year several important points of discipling
werd agitated amongst the Brethren, which claimia
plaée in the History of the Craft. Much argument
was msed in the Provincial Lodges: respecting the
indigériminate ‘admiission of members; and:scmé
pldées unfortunately exhibited great latitude iw ithis
pbticilar, < to the - essential injury of the-Onder.
Pafgons wore. initidgtell who found a difficulty evén
#i:#4ising! the accustomed fee; and théysoon beeamb
-@(thurish "o the Charities. . One' general. rule ot
thislmm ouglit:'to be'punctually observed)sgs itrig
‘not the external but the: internal qualificationsiofija
miati’'whith ‘masonry régards. - Notis- dught »toide
rmitted-'to tread the holy grommd oft.alMatoals
odge bat' the: vittusus 1and the:good ;. 1and these
Brethren of &' Lodyge will  certainbyl ibotray asmogt
sticred’ trust, 'if:any! person whe.is-défigiert isophe
diskhdrdé' of itho 'dl::ti &' whieh ! the ‘eonventiouisl
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msages of ‘sodisty! reqmire, in  the . character, of a
padent oichild; friend or neighbour, magistrate ot
<nhjedt, .be s allowed :to intrude. into . their. soriety.
Pheiproposition:sf every candidate comes deliberately
{rom sonke subscribing member, and it is a-parsonsd
diagrace to himaelf, as well as. an. injury to.the
wodmminity, if he endeavours to. introduce an im-
proper;person. The question is afterwards sub-
mitted ta the vote of all the Brethren, after they
dhave: had: full opportunity of enquiry, and no ‘one
iought. to give his consent to such admission ; for it
is.an .act of treachery and unfaithfulness to the
society. at. large: and the comsequence would be
most calamitous, if such a practice were uniyersally
adopted-—and would stamp the Order with certain
de; tion in the estimation of mankind. :, i

- (o promote the efficacy of Freemasonry, and. to
tarry. om its operations with vigoup, it is ne¢essary
that the periodical anments be made with vegnlarity
and precision. This remark applies not . ouly to
private Lodges, but to the G‘rra.ng Lodge by, which
she dignity -of the Oraft is supported, and. its
benefits displayed to the world. lpts greab charities
atte chiefly maintained by contributions and fees of
honour,: and the Fund of Benevolence, which
dldrives .its efficacy emtirely from. this sourge, thus
Tedlizes an average income amounting to mone,than
1#£1000., a year. The Grand. Lodge, therefers, is
fnily . justified in the exercise of severity, towards
dhose: Lodges which neglect to make their payments
Pprameptly,. or continue to:. withhold the arrears of
Aiartarage after repeated. admonitions., In the
«apring ; of  1829..the Board -of Financa; having re-
focted/that several Lodges had neglected,: for a long
‘#isne jpast, to. make their .neturns and remittances,
parsuant-to.ithe, laws of the craft, notwithstanding
‘repeated applications had been made to them for
that purpose: It was ordered that the said Lodges
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be written to, requiring that their returns and pay-
ments be made by the undermentioned 'periods ;i ron
in default thereof, that the Masters and Wanderis
of those. Lodges neglecting, do shew canse, atrthe
respective meetings, why their warrants should ndt
be declared forfeited, and their Lodges erased,: visl:

Those Lodges in England or the Channel Is]ands'——at"éh'é
Gtand Lodge in June next—Those in the West Indies—uat! ‘thé
Grand Lodge in September next—Those in the East Indies—iat
the Grand Lodge in September 1830. !

S
The year 1829 was distinguished by the privilege
which His Royal Highness graciously conferred oh
Past Grand Stewards, of wearing an honorary
Jewel ; and an appropriate design was submitted st
the Quarterly Communication in September. Thé
Grand Master stated, that he approved the design
for a medal to be worn by Brethren who had served
the office of Steward to both the Charities, ‘viz.
The Royal Freemasons’ Female School, and'the
Masonic Institution for Clothing and Educatifk
‘the Sons of deceased and indigent Freemasoiis,
and that those Brethren, who had so served both
stewardships, and are desirous of posséssing the
medal, must communicate their wish to His‘%{dy‘ﬂ
Highness, through the Grand Secretary, :on'fer
before the 1st February next, that the numbels
‘wanted may be ascertained, because the price 'to
be ‘charged for the medal must necessarily deperdd
upon the numbers struck off ; that is to' say, the
greater the number, the smaller will be the cost -of
each medal. Coaed
To render this honour the more conspicuous,! the
Grand - Master remarked, that he had obsebved
recently, some Brethren wearing jewels or meédals
designating their particular Lodges, such jewels not
having been sanctioned by the Grand Lodge ; which
proceeding is contrary to the regulations of the
Craft. 'His Royal Highness, however; refraimed
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from naming the individuals, in the hope that thie
notice would 'be sufficient to cause a discontinuance
of - the:iftegularity. IR L
-111nithe year 1830, our Royal Patron Kin o
the Fourth died. Now according to the practice of
old - Masons, * Kings and other male sovereignsy
when made Masons, are Grand Masters, by prero-
gative, during life ; and appoint a deputy, or approve
of his election, to preside over the }l;'raternity with:
the title and honours of Grand Master ; but if the
Sovereign is a female, or not a Brother, or a
Junior under a Regent, not a Brother; or if the
male Sovereign or the Regent, though a Brother,
is negligent of the Craft; then the old Grand
Officers may assemble the Grand Lodge in due
form, to elect a Grand Master, to be annually re-
chosen while it is mutually agreeable.” :
. Accordingly at an especiai, Grand Lodge, holden
-17th July 1830, the Grand Master addressed the
Brethren on the great loss which the Craft had
sustained by the decease of his late Majesty, King .
George the Fourth, who had so long and anxiously
afforded his support and protection to the Order,
'first a8 Grand Master, and subsequently as Patron ;
and. stated that he had ordered this Special Grand
-Lodge to be convened, for the purpose of consider-
ing an Address to be presented to his present
‘Majesty, upon the melancholy event ; at the same
time to congratulate His Majesty upon his accession
'to the Throne, and to impi,ore His Majesty’s pro-
tection as Patron of the Craft.

- His Royal Highness then read the draft of an
1 Address, which he submitted for the consideration
-of the Grand: Lodge, as follows :—

-~ . -“To the King's Most Excellent Majesty.
, % ¥Most Gracious Sovereign, ‘
e We, your Majesty’s most dutiful and faithful subjects, the
"Grand: Master, Deputy Grand Master, Officers, and Bretbren, of

-~
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Brethren of the Craft, we most humbly request your Maj to
aceept. our sincere condolence on the death of your Majeq;':,'igm-
trious and immediate predecessor. I

¢ By this afflicting event, your Majesty has been depﬁvéJ of,d
beloved and affectionate Brother, and the members of our Fragerss
nity have to deplore the loss of the Grand Patron of their Order,
under whose auspices they had attained a height of prosperity
hitherto unexampled in our Masonic annals. T

¢ Most Gracious Sire, B

“These are not the words of unmeaning adulation, 'but’ the
genuine tribute of a faithful Brotherhood, from whose hearts thé
recollection of past favours can never be effaced.

“ We are emboldened, perhaps, and encouraged in‘thé further
delivery of our sentiments by the gratifying consciousness that,
among the most illustrious members of our Order, tha nstee: of

our Majesty has, happily for us, long been enrolled ; nor has your
idajesty disdained to take, at various times, an active part in the
more immediate concerns of the Fraternity. fite ;

« May we, then, in all humility, presume to solicit:fratn yousd
Majesaty that same patronage of the Craft which our late revei§d
Monarch was graciously pleased to bestow upon us? =, 7 .

“In the steadiness of our loyalty and affection towards
Majesty's person, we feel justly confident that we. yield:to hofie' o€
your Majesty’s subjects. o O

‘“We can appeal, in this respect, to your Majesty’s iptim:
knowledge of our Masonic pursuits. 'We feel assured that ’sﬁr;?
culative enquiry irto the customs of antiquity—into thie
and progress af every liberal and useful art, which constitutbs; ther
very essence of Masonry—will never, in your Majesty’s ?}xngm

0
ug

e Boa R

disqualify the true Mason from being considered a g
virtuous' member of society. B

“In the public declaration of your Majesty’s sentimentd,we{
possess the surest pledge.of that conduct which, under Proyidepe
will continually lead to and effectually maintain the Pelce'"
consequent Happiness of the whole community. Yotr M
has therein gtuciounly referred to the circumstance:of 3 life, passefly
in the servicq.,of ypur country, in fiithful ohedienge ?pdq ire
subjection to your Sovereign. But, if'a dye submi{sion td o
rity is the wisest preparation for the ‘exbrcise ‘of ‘utithority béh
others, then indeed we may look with eodfidence tg.the excelfehce
of your Majesty’s Rule, since, in the person ‘of your Majesty,
wil{be realized the saying of antiquity—*that he is best qualified
to govern who has best known how to obey.’

i
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the he
een g
Unit
of England. o e
“I am, Sir, ) o
“1-.* Your Royal Highness’s dutiful and obedient Servant, -

dadt (Signed) “ROBERT PEEL.”
loHis Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex.” Do
LSY7 2u) e

“'S¥riie confusion occurred at the Grand Festival
holden-in Mareh 1831, which induced His Royal
Higkmess the Grand Master to exercise: his.antho«
gity for the purpose of preventing the recurtenté of
seanss .which appeared to reﬂect‘;diﬂc_rediwﬁ the,
Order. A song was sung by one of the protegsional
@)4q Singers in the Ladies’ Room, whieh was sup-

0 have a political bias, in  consequenge, of
whiieh- an -interruption ensued, which diseompoged
thé Proceedings, and put a period to the hisrony’
and good feeﬁng which hag _always forméd  the,
leading * ¢haracters of these meetings. ' No:imme-

‘ﬁj’notice was taken of the matter; but it formed:
he,subject of future proceedings, which proclaimed
thestrict 'sense of justice and decornm -which.
M‘;‘& His Royal Highness in dis¢hatging the:
duiiesiattached to his high situation. ... °, n

»F¥epmasonry in the Provinces was essing. a
tﬁ,ﬁ‘;&iﬁqéfwﬁg'g@dual‘ but sure ‘éﬂ’égel?grv'l’ﬁe mogt”
gratifying intelligence was, cnmmwﬁc;t‘ed‘ periogi-,

B
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"caty amorigst the Brethren of Provinicial Meetinys,
“4ind'imiportant transactions of private Lodges; whiph,
"though not of sufficient weight to introduice intoia
“general History of Masonry, yet shew the:spirit'by
‘whidli' the Brethren were actuated at this stirrin
"{)éi‘i‘bd}.‘ Many Provincial Grand Mastets, Wit
"théir Deputies and Officers, evinced a zeal whi¢h
did them honour; and eminent Masons in’ many lof
the' Provinces exerted themselves to carry into éffect
-the true principles of the Order, by inspiring their
‘Lodges with a taste for the philosophy of-the
science, and a substitution of extended labour for
extended refreshment. -
At the quarterly communication of March: 1831,
the Grand Master stated to the Brethren that
having learned it was the wish of the Masters of
‘Lodges, that he should record his opinion on ¢he
proper Rule to be observed in the election'and
" mstallation of the Master of a Lodge; HistRoyal
Highness was pleased to declare that it wasmebes-
sary, previous to such installation, that the minutes
" of the preceding Lodge should be read and edn-
firmed ; after which the usual ceremonies of swear-
ing in and placing the W. Master in the chaiiwére
to be’ performed. Should the minutes not be con-
firmed, then the summons issued for the following
" régular meeting of the Lodge must set forth: that
“the’ Brethren would proceed to elect a new Master,
- and on the confirmation of those minutes at the next
ordinary Lodge-night, as provided in the Book: of
Oonstitutions, p. 57, sec. 2, the installation of the
new Master might be legally performed. -~
The Board of General Purposes reported,-at-¢h
‘Grand Lodge in June 1831, that a compisint
having been preferred by the Lodge of Benevdletice,
against the Lodge No. 385, for having attached to
the Petition of the Widow of a late Brother, a
certificate that the deceased Brother had been twelve
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youds, ol Aubscribing: memben to;that Lodge, while jt
.ibpipears friem the Grand Lodge Books, that,hq,;@s
;;heen only three years a member, the Master and
1 Wardens -of .that Lodge were summoned; tq, attend
e Board with their books, which they aegordingly
ddid. . Upon an inspection of the books, it appeargd
i{that the deceased Brother was ipitiated in, ]ine.ypar
+ 1800, that he paid two quarters from, that dpte ;
» and at subsequent periods, but very irregularly, he
-paid three years and three quarters more ;, making

together four years and a quarter, the last of such

payments being in 1812. The W. Master stated, in

explanation, that upon referring to the books, when

' the petition was laid before the Lodge, it was found
:, that the Brother had been initiated in 1800 and made
* i..his last payment in 1812, it was therefore concluded

. that he had been twelve years a member, and the
i.certificate was signed accordingly. The DBoard,
(:feeling that this proceeding manifested a great want

-of attention on the part of the Officers of the
-~ Lodge, calculated to mislead the Lodge of Benevo-

ulenge ; it was resolved, thatthe Master be severely

,weprimanded for this irregularity, and cautioned
~1that his Lodge be more circumspect in future.

e dm Septem%er, His Royal Highness was requested
-0, superintend the deposition of the foundation
i1:8t0ne of a new building to be erected in Agar-street,
+ Strand, and to be called the Charin%‘Cross Hospital.
; »This part of the metropolis is thickly peopled, and
.. agcidents on the River Thames are of frequent
. «oceurrence, with no similar institution within a

convenient distance. The utility of such a charity

.nbeing thus obvious, His Royal Highness graciously
.eemsented ; and for this purpose opened a Grand
_vJwodge in theV estry Room, near the parish Church of
. 1 Saint, Martin’s, Westminster; where he was at-

tended by His Grace the Duke of Leinster, Grand
Master of Ireland ; Lord Dundas, D.G.M.; James
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ls A.G:M.; ' Lord: Geo:go Lonno'x,US W.;
Eo ‘John Ohurclnll J
. M.#or Staffordshire; as well as all th Gran
Ofticers Present and Past ; several Provineial\Grand
sterd; and the Masters and Wardetls of f sy
private odges.
«Eho (%“ ocession was then formed, a.ud”movb&nh

the following order, viz. aweIZ
s bar)
Police Officers. [T
Military Band of Music.
o Tylers.

Grand Grand
Steward. } The Banner of the Grand Lodge. z Steward.
{ The Wardens, Past Masters, and Masters of the several Lodges ; ;
according to Rank, Juniors walking first.
Officers of Grand Stewards’ Lodge.
The Architect with the Plans.

- A Cornucopia, with Corn, borne by the
Graud Master of a Lodge. Grand
Steward. ) Two Ewers, with Wine and Oll borne by | SteWﬁrd.
LS the Master of a Lodge o
Grand Organist. Ler vorlq
G Suyenntendant of Works. G. Director of Cerwmp'mgsh
Past Grand Sword Bearers.
" ..+ - . Past Grand Deacons. STt e
Grand Sotn ! (inndDe;coiugfctheYear 0 4-.h~..1q
ran ecrpta.ry, earl ook of Constitutions on a
Grand Secremry, beann:gthe Plate with the Inscnptﬁ?ﬁg?
Y e Foundation Stone. ERASRtILLES
f.rp . Grand Registrar, bearing the Great Seal.... sl
: ast Grand Treasurers. )
Gr&h’d ’fi‘éasﬁrer, bearmga Phial, containing the Coinstobe dep(}sx‘lea
RERURSTE BN -'* " -in the Stone. : :
i Past Grand Chapleins, o tot

The Grand Chaplam, ‘bearing the Sacred Law ona Cnshw’n.rm,
. Past Grand Wardens.
1+ vt Past Provinoial Grand Masters. adT
Provincial Grand Masters. PRI SR
’ Past Deputy Grand Masters. s
'The C(mntlnan Light, borne by the Mast¢ .
The Column of J.G.W., borne by the Mas !
1e Jynior Grand Warden, with Plu e
Doric Light, borne by the Master ¢ 0
mmn of S.G.W., borne by the Mas
The Senior Grand Warden, with 1
: Deputy Grand ‘Master, with the Square.
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:, W DM, W Grend Magteroll réhand| lﬁsM’a&ﬂz 150 A

xyof Lraxaney, widh the Mll, paed by € (Grae)
T e

bs X e kenie: Eifght; :bomwbﬁthe Master. of18-budga 10010

, ,Ep!mpr f H. R. H.the, . e
m.z" Abei 'ussex,‘ﬁi.’W.Gran 'Mas'?efﬁﬁf”' g?ggu; .
The Grand Sword Bearer, -*':2D0Jd 9 'G'V“ 9
€irdade §. Hi R.H. rus- Dure ov Svssex, M.-Wo'g @fshd
Steward. GRAND MASTER. . ;. T
Two Grand Stewa:d'sl shrio v A eYasd s
Grand g The Standard of His Majesty King William )} Grand

Steward. the Fourth, Patron of the Order. Steward.
Two Grand Stewards.
Grand Tyler.
. Stewards of the Hospital, with Wands. + t-un0)
‘ . Vice-Patrons and Vice-Presidents. 4 o w9 =

y Stewards, with Wands. - o
+ Trustees, Treasurers, Building Committee, and Office
’ - Stewards, with Wands. N
Governors and Subscribers. .

Stewards, with Wands. s
B Beadles. . / e '~'.’

"Whenfthe head of the procession arrived at the
place where it was to halt, the Brethren, divided to
thié tight and left, and faced inwards, forming an
avenue for the M. W. Grand Master to sass through,
preceded by the Steward of the Grimd Patron and
the Grand Sword Bearer, and followed by. Higﬁ_,&ﬁj{f )
Highness’s Banner, the Ionie Light, the Grand
Master of Ireland, Deputy Grand Mister, and
Grand Officers, who took their respective sitvations.
on the platform. The Vice-Patrons of the Institu-
tion, the Vice-Presidents, and thé Building Com-
mittee also took their places on the platforim, ~

The stone was then raised, and, after the lower
one was adjusted, the Grand Secretary read, aloud,
the inscription engraven on the brass plate. The
Grand Treasurer then deposited the phiak containing
the coins inithe cavity of the lower stone, and the
Grand Secretary placed the inscription plate over
the mouth of the cavity. The cement was then
placed on the upper face of the bottom stone, and

Loand o,
TS,

Lo

Doiatr!
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the Grand Master adjusted the same with a trowel
handed to him for that parpose. After which the
upper stone was lowered slowly, the band playing
“Plg:ile Britannia.”

“ The Grand Master then proved the just position
and form of the stone byplt?le plumf),, level, aid
square, which were successively delivered to ham by
the Junior and Senior Grand Wardens, and the
Deputy Grand Master. Being satisfied in thebe
particulars, His Royal Highness gave the stone
three knocks with the mall, which was delivered by
His Grace the Duke of Leinster. The Cornucopia,
econtaining the corn, and the Ewers, with the wine
and oil, were then handed to His Royal Highness,
who strewed the corn and poured the wine and oil
over the stone, with the accustomed eceremonies.
The Grand Master having inspected the plan of the
intended building, delivered the same to the Archi-
tect, together with the several tools used in proving
the position of the stone, and desired him to proceed,
without loss of time, to the completion of the work
in conformity with the plan. "

The Stewards and Committee of the Hospital
having erected a very extensive platform, and also
seats for the accommodation of spectators, the
eeremony Wwas %aced by the Eresence of many
Ladies of Noble Families, and others of distinetion,
with a very numerous assemblage of Gentlemen:

Copy of the Inscription engraven on the Brass Plate deposited in
the Stone.

In the Second Year of the Reign of His
Majesty King William IV.,
This First Stone
of the
Charing-Crosz Hospital, i
was laid in ample Masonic form, -
on the 15t September, 1831,
by His Royal Highness Prince Augustus Frederick
Duke or Sussex, K.G., &c. &c. &c.
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fverv s 1Geand Master of . the Freemasons, of Epgland,. ', ., (.
i o vivg . And Patron of the Institution. )
Dlcimus Hurton, Esg., Architect. gLy
=t . 1Médsts. ‘Howard and Nixon, Builders. - R
4l et
121 At the commencement of the year 1832; Sir
fdohn Soane, Grand Superintendant of . Works,
(reported to the Grand Master that he had had, the
'gratification to complete, by order of . the Grand
+hodge, the New Masonic Hall, as a temple ta.be
‘devoted exclusively to Masonry. That, notwith-
-Standing every attention to economy, consistent with
~the substantial erection of the building, the outlay
‘bad unavoidably been considerable. But, as .an
-ardent lover of the fraternity, he was anxious to
«contribute his mite towards defraying the expense
of a strueture consecrated to the purposes of the
+Oraft, and felt that he could not avail himself of a
‘more appropriate time for so doing than the anniver-
-sary of the Grand Master’s birth. And he accord-
‘ingly enclosed a draft for £500. At the Quarterly
‘Qommunication in March, therefore, it was unani-
mously resolved, that the Grand Lodge accepts
with gratitude this munificent donation; and whilst
tendering their thanks to Brother Sir John Soane,
«for this renewed manifestation of his liberality and
/zealous attachment to the Craft, the Grand Lodge
+camnot but record, with feelings of brotherly and
affectionate regard, their esteem and approval of
the skill and talent displayed by him in the progress .
and completion of the work.

The attention of the Craft about this time was
directed by many Provincial Grand Masters, to the
necessity and benefit which may be derived from
attending to the authorized lectures at the stated
Meetings of the Society, because it has been found
by experience that where they are regularly deliver-
ed, a full attendance of the Brethren is always
ensured. For this purpose they have been conve-
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,into..sections and clansg
ma; oecasxonally be ent?utslted tzntq]" o _Eiraie
at the will and pleasure, and under the Jngek

W, This is a practice whig] €
emaulation, and produces industry amongst ;|

who,  might otherwise be always indi™
emnmges the timid Brethren to e:

rave their dormant talent; and is

fomld to develope ability and zeal, w
have for ever remained undiscovered and unkno
To those who have witnessed the eagerness: wil
which, even Brethren of ordinary abilities hagg;
listened to the Masonic lecture, and the edlﬁcatlgp\
which it has produced, this duty will need ng
recommenda.tlon But as the practice of lectur;
in the Provinces is very limited, it was thounght
not altogether useless to point out its constant. and
certain effects, that the ]grethren might be indu o
to enter on it with spirit and alacrity.

In many of the Country Lodges the Fellow Cra.fk
and .Master Mason’s Lectures are not fre ue;lﬂjh;
delivered, and it is to be feared that there are some,
which advance ne farther than the simple qu:
tion questions, or at most, the reasons for certain;
partmulars in our ceremonials, which excite t,hﬁ,

riosity and research of a newly-initiated Brethery,
I? Jowever the Brethren were to consider fthq,
variety of important subjects both in science am
motals; history, tradition, and holy legend, wlncl:,s
the.eomplete course of the three degrees embraceg {
if.they were to reflect on the sublime pathos ¢
many; insulated passages im them all; S
any taste for the investigation of science, and.its,,
application to the improvement of the human
they would no longer delay giving up some p?)?‘,wg[
of their leisure to the study and examination the,
Masonic lectures ; and it is a pursuit, .thag,, Pf
once fairly ambarked in it, would prove.a fu ndeil

’1
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illitiiction” and arfusement” which 'wold Ahipho

ﬁéﬁﬂf”r{labbur.l - et VA
"For' ‘wanit of a 'proper attention to fﬁw,&dtﬁs
d4f mumbers of Lodges had fallen into's uobhdu*
78" dboat this time surrendéred their WaHHkYSO
herd'were erased from the bodks ‘of tHe! Granby
ge for ‘ neglecting to ' make - théif fusuldo
iyinents to the Fund of Benevolentd’ “or !
accoutit for the fees for registering newly-initinsed!
Brethren. Under these -circumstances, it/ ‘W!
thought nécessary to re-arrange the nutbetys ndl
for'this purpose notice was given at the: Quarterly
Communication in June 1832, by the Grand -Seere!
W,' that at the next Quarterly Commurii'g:aﬁoﬂ,‘ thigv
it of' Lodges, with the numbers altered aceordirgly”
and- closed, ‘would be submitted for thé !furthet
ofder of the Grand Lodge. And it was accorditighy!
ordered that the numbers of all the Lodges o the"
record of the Grand Lodge be brought forwardroin?
régatar duccession by filling up the number¥- Whith
ate vacant, caused by the erasure of Lodges iat:
varioas' times. ' IR R AL
"t Wotld be invidious to enumerate the active atd/
in Hiégl: Masons who, at this period, employéd’
tHéik time and exercised their ta{;nts';lto proféte |
tht -efficiency of their respective Lodges;” dnd"by>
t%i‘i‘r laudable and untiring exertions, confotted!
hotioyr and popularity on the Craft. * The applsusév
aﬁdo:;tisfact}i)og of th):air own minds -cén'stiéﬁté‘m’"
%ghest praise, and the most vatuable | reward) !
eft"services however were not overldokéd by ahehirt
Masonic companions; and during the presest! ybde;
sevéril testimonialy were presented to meritdiiods "
Briethtert §''and an;;%ist the rest a Past /Mastie's

Jé&wel to Brother ie, on retiring from the Chair
of ‘the’ Neptune Lodge, No. 22; ‘and a valuable
silver snuff-box to Brother Barnes, as an expression
of the sense which was entertained by the ]frethren
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of -his services as Honorary Secretary, at the Nore
Execursion, for the benefit of the Royal Masamio
Institution for Boys. O AIE
. At the Quarterly Communication in March 1838)
the Deputy Grand Master, Lord Dundas, informetk
the Brethren that he was charged by the Duke.df
Sussex to present to the Grand Lod%‘o} a marble
bust of his present Majesty King William- the
Fourth, the Patron of Masonry; and in the name
of his Royal Highness to request their acceptande
of it.. And also to present &ree gilt silver troweld
used by the Grand Master in laying the first stones
of the London University, the Licensed Victuallers
Asylum, and the Charing Cross Hospital. On
which it was unanjmously resolved, that the thanks
of this Grand Lodge be offered to the M. W. Grand
Master for these gracious gifts, which will ever be
ranked amongst its most valued possessions, ahd
furnish to the Brethren an additional proof of the
constant regard manifested by His Royal Highness
to the best interests of the Masonic fraternity.
They will remain a perpetual memorial of the
honors and protection conferred upon the fraternity
by having the Sovereigns of the country for its
patrons, and a Prince for its Grand Master ; whose
gifts establish the important truth that the peculidr
uties of a Freemason will be best performed by
endeavouring to follow his example; proving that
every. institution by which education may be
promoted, want- relieved, or calamity alleviated,
may rely upon the active support and co-operation of
the Grand Master of that order, whose character-
istic principle is benevolence. ' ‘
In this year a question of great importance was
decided in Grand Lodge. The Board of Gemeral
Purposes reported, that a complaint had beén
referred by a Brother against a Lodge in .the
don district, alleging that he had been initiated
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therein in the year 1817 ; but that the Lodge had
omitted to register his name with the Grand Lodge|
and consequently that he was unable to procure 4
Gitand ' Lodge certificate. Upon examination’ of
the books of the Lodge and its returns, it appeared
that the complaint was correctly founde£ In
ahbwer to this charge, the officers of thé Lodge
stated, that all the present members had joined
since the period of the Brother’s initiation, and
that therefore they did not conceive that they were
liable to the payment. The Grand Lodge however
entertained a different view of the case; and it was
resolved, that every Lodge is responsible for the
E:dyment of all register fees and dues which they
"received, and that no lapse of time can
exonerate a Lodge from such liability. The Board
therefore ordered the payment of the register fees,
which the Lodge paid accordingly.
~ In September 1833, His Royal Highness the
Grand Master was graciously pleased to honour the
Lodges at Notting%la.m with a visit; for which
purpose a Grand Lodge being convened, was
numerously attended by Brethren from the
adjoining provinces of Lincoln, Leicester, Warwick,
and Derby, from a sense of duty to His Royal
Highness as well as anticipated gratifieation to
themselves.
’ Present:

His Rovar HicuNess PriNce Avcustus FREDERICK DUKE

' oF Sussex, K.G., &e. &c. &c. M.W.G. M., on the Throne.

R. W. Bro. Colonel Thomas Wildman, Prov. G. M. for Notting-
hamshire, as D.G.M.

V. W. Bro. W. F. N. Norton, Prov. 8.G.W., as S.G.W.

V. W. Bro. John Strong, Prov. J.G.W., as J.G.W.

R. W. Bro. Right Hon. Lord Rancliff, Prov. G.M. for Leices-
 tershire.

.R. W. Bro. Sir Frederick G. Fowke, Bart., P.S.G.W.

R. W. Bro. Lord H. J. Spencer Churchill, P.8.G.W.
. W. Bro. I. M. B. Pigot, D. Prov. G.M. for Nottingham.
. W. Bro. William H. White, G.S.

'V.'W. Bro. The Rev. Luke Jackson, Prov. G. Chaplain for Notts.
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V. W.iBto. J. Stith Wright, Prov. G, Treasurer. - = ' >-'! Jil
gu»w‘ Bm:l‘lmry:’;tcy. -Ptov.'G. Registrar.” - 11051 -1
Ve W, Brq. Edward Percy, Prov. G. Secretary. ', .

. aﬁ ro.g“apsom, Prov.'S.G.D. ’ iy

! WiiBro. Ludham, Prov. J.G.D. co e il

{¢tW.I Bro. James Fellows, Prov. G. Director of Ceremoiios:iv9

v W;,gm Thomas Danks, Prov. G. Sword Bearer. ; __..q.il,
W. Bro. Captain R. H. Pigot, R.N.G. Pursuivant.

The Masters, Past Masters, and Wardens of various Im&é@&’f”ﬂ
" 'At this Grand Lodge an address was presb’l{,fgjq
to_the Grand Master, by Colonel Wildman, as
Deputy Grand Master, which stated, that ;ﬁg
Brethren gladly embraced the opportunity 1l us
afforded them of expressing to His lgoya,l Highness
bow deeply they appreciated that fraternal counté:
nance and support, which, as members of the Craff,
they have ever received from him. Being, ﬁiﬂx '
confident, that under the benefits of such inﬂ"ué}'lf
and example, the mystic, ancient, and universall
extended Order in which they had been enrofle
will not only in this province, but in every ot or
under His 1{0}'3,1 Higlll)ness’s guidance and cbl‘lft(’()‘!’
gontinue to maintain the exalted position it’ has
already attained, and spread wider and wider those
blesgings which it is so well calculated to Gonﬁof
pon, mankind.” e
i ,'j;p' which address His Royal Highness was PI@%%ég
to return the following answer : iled
. -Ry W. Prov. Grand Master, Deputy Prov. Grand Mastes, Py,
Grand Wardens, and Brethren og the Prov. Grand Lodge of ?
County of Nottingham:—I accept with great pleasure your &t
préssions of devotion to the Craft, and of attachment and confidenés

Wy e, ' it 5t 4
It.is only upon the assurance of the existence of such fegl"mgl?
at I can either expect to govern the fraternity, or hope:!

prea¢rve:'that harmony so necessary to the respectability; - the

harigony and. the prosperity of our Society. - NI
May the Great. Architect of the Universe, under whose protec-
tion we are here assembled this day, bless all your undertaking¥,

till time shall be no more. o

From the Quarterly Communications of the Grand
“~dge for the year 1833, we gather the gratifying

k
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intelligence, .that Freemasonry.was, improving;in
its finances, and that 'the .Masonic Chatitiest wery
unusually active; "‘a{fording'hcomfpl‘t_‘:"sm; relief! 18
the widow and orphan who were -destitytey of
conaelation from other sourees ; while the.aged and
distressed Freemason, who, throughunavgidsble
misfortune, had been exposed to want, sicknegs;
iqf}rmity,‘ and disease, E)und his heart . chegred
and his necessities supplied by the unost¢ntatious
boutity of those worthy Brethren who had shared
ini his prosperity, or who had united with him. i
happier days to trace wisdom, and to follow virtue
upon the sacred floor of the Lodge. Various sum§
were voted to deserving objects by the Board' 'o:
Benevolence ; while the Provincial Grand' Lodge§
were not backward in aiding the kind designs of
private charity, to relieve the poor members of their
respective bodies. oo
'In all times, from the establishment of Free-
masonry in its present form, the Craft has beef
8o far identified with Operative Masonry, as to be
requested to afford its assistance, at the ceremony of
l{;{:ﬂg the foundation stones of public edifices,
is distinction is tacitly conceded to the fraternity
35 a matter of courtesy if not of right. And it s
a custom which has kept Freemasonry, constantl
before the public, as an 1nstitution of gener'al'ii'ﬁlig
cohhected with the usages and observances of social
life... As a body the fraternity attract attention by
the display which is indispensable on these. occar
sions; and inspire respect by the order apd decoram
which characterize their general deportment, “The
sites: of religion always forming a constituent parg
of the ceremonial, enlists the sympathies of thinkipe
men in our behalf; and the association of prager
becomes indelibly- linked with the formality: :of
depositingthe. stons of fopndation, in, the ,J;ni?‘aof
smms&md.xtferem observer,. In Septamber 1833,



22 HISTORY

the first stome of Jamaica Street Bridge, at
Glasgow, was laid with Masonic honours. The
different Lodges which attended on that occasion,
took the places assigned to them in the Cathedral
at eleven o'clock, the %rethren being clothed in black
with white stockings and gloves. Divine service
was performed by the very Reverend Principal
Macfarlen; the Anthems by Orme’s Church Band ;
and Messrs. Lithgow’s Vocal Band; after which
the procession passed down the High Street, along
the Trongate, and Argyle Street, down Jamaica
Street, along Clyde Street, to the side of the Bridge,
where the foot stone was levelled with solemn
ceremonies. :
From this period records are more abundant.;
and consequently our account of the progress ef
Freemasonry will be more diversified and satisfac-
tory. The establishment of a periodical at the
beginning of the year 1834, as a depository. for
Masonic information, has constituted an epoch,
from which Freemasonry may date its most rapid
and general advancement in the scale of social
improvement. By bringing the Order more clearly
before the public, its advantages, as a moral and
scientific institution, have become better known,
and more universally admitted. The attention.ef
thinking men has been called to a consideration of
its merits; and as they have been more evidently
developed, the science has been more extensively
admired. Complimentary tributes to worthy and
meritorious Brethren, as well as frequent calls. for
countenance and assistance in consecrating.the
first stone of public buildings, are becoming:ef
more constant occurrence, as will abundantly.ap-
ear from the continuation of these annals... Such
acts cannot fail to prove that Freemasonry oecupies
a higher station in popular esteem than it did & few
years ago; and its success in the provinces speaks
the language of approbation and gratitude.
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'

Ao CHAP. II.

.j{i:wry of the most remarkable events which ocourred
o during the Years 1834 and 1835. @

Ttns period opened unpropitiously for the Craft,
who received with feelings of the most poignant
sorrow, the announcement that unfavorable symp-
toms of a grievous calamity had displayed themselves
on the person of His Royal Highness the Duke of
Sussex, who, as Grand Master of Masons, had
acquired the unfeigned affection of the Brethren of
all ranks and degrees. They heard with regret
‘that the sight of His Royal Highness was visibly
‘declining; and fears were entertained that his
vision would be wholly obscured. In his speech at
the birth-day celebration, the subject was alluded
40' in a manner which excited the warmest and
‘most heartfelt sympathy. His Royal Highness
observed that « his health, although improveg since
ihe last met them, was not sufficiently re-established
‘¢o''admit of his attention to many general duties
‘which devolved upon him as a public man; and
“$hat- for the future he could hardly hope to be
senabled to preside at any other assembfie‘s than
sthose of the Order, the interests of which were evér
‘féarest his heart. His sight,” he added, «was
-materially affected; but whether in Lodge, or in
thie ‘solitude of his chamber, Masonry would ever
pet6ive his active and serious attention.” An
opéeration was contemplated, which prevented the
usual attendance of His Royal Highness at the
-Anniversary Meetings of the Masonic Charities.
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In reference to some irregularities whish swvatil |
in the Glee Room at a Grand Festival, as -reiuiil '|
in the preceding chapter, His Royal Highmues |
thought it expedient to express his displeamdwe, |
that such occurrences might in future be avoidel
To effect this purpose, he promulgated an érdel]
stating that “as unpleasant circumstances ‘luw¢
occasionally arisen by Brethren endeavouring/te
obtain admission into the Glee Room, on the -dug
of the various Masonic Festivals, to hear the prec
fessional Brethren who are engaged to sing im:the
Ladies’ room ; and as these occurrences have tended
to the detriment of the Craft, the Grand Master
feels himself called upon to direct that in future the
attendance of the professional gentlemen in that
room should be dispensed with.” S

This order, not being perfectly understood,
caused some confusion in the subsequent arramge<
ments made by the Grand Stewaregs; and at. @
meeting of the Governors of the Boys' School, His’
Royal ig-lighness condescended to explain his mean-
ing more particularly, on the motion of Brother
Lythgoe. He said that “the entertainments had
gradually assumed the character of a concert in the
Ladies’ room; and declared that he acted from
information, that at the Festival of 1831, there
had been irregularities which could only be pre-
vented by such measures as would effectually check
their repetition; and that on the recent promulga-
tion of his orders, he had personal proof tgat it was
necessary to exercise the ﬁower with which he was

invested. At the Boys’ Festival, his orders only
went to stop the concert in the Glee Room; and
not to prevent those Brethren who had for a long
period enjoyed the privilege of entrée from associa-
ting with the Ladies. That, therefore, he was not
answerable for the conduct of others who had
exceeded his directions, doubtless from a mis-con-
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samsbion k. thom:; -althpugh these-ditestions: were
addoewed to them in writing to prevent their
Mg misunderstood.” L
-this time cireumstances of & public naturg .
3 which drew ‘the attention of His R,om;
Highneas to the sabject of Masonic Registration,
to.an Act of Parliament passed in-the
thyesr of the Reign of Geo. Il.-cap. 79. .If
that great numbers of the Provineial Lod,
neglecwf to comply with the.terms of pretection
named in that atatute* To remedy an evil which-
ight. e unfavourably for the institution, -the’
Grand Master, with that paternal care which -he
hae always evinced for Freemasonry, and actuated,
a9 De expressed himself at the Grand Festival of
this year, by a desire to preserve a due obedience to
thedsme.by which the order has been protected and
w; and to extend the respectability and
igh character of the Craft, addressed the following
epampnication to the Masters of Lodges. .

Freemasons’ Hall, London, April 29th, 1834.
" W.'™MASTER, - : :
~Mie are especially commanded by the M. W. Grand Mastertg
ipet that you will immediately upon receipt of this,. register:with
the Clerk of the Peace for the County, Stewartry, Riding, Division,
dF*fface' in which your Lodge is situated, a edrrect list of #he
nmmbiers of your Lodge, with their titles, professions,’ trades, o1
busi and also their residences ; in which, refurxn yau are Q]g?.
to state the times and place of your meetings ; and you will forth--
Wi apprize us, for the Grand Master’s information, when yot
have complied with this.direetion. In default! of your so daing,
yowr ledge will be liable to erasure. .
 For your guidance and instruction, a form of the return to be
friade to the Clerk of the Peace accompanies this.
By command of the M.W. Grand Master,

Wiriam H. Wanre, | G.S
Epw. HARPER, o

“*A notice of a benevolent project for erecting and

TR

® The forms and provisions of this Act may be found in the
14th and 15th Editions of Preston, p. 307.

C
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endowing an Asylum for aged and decayed Free-
masons of good character, was promulgated in the
July number of the Freemasons’ Quarterly Review
for 1834. The original sketch comprehended a
union of the intended establishment with the
existing charities or schools for the male and female
orphans of Freemasons; and stated the requisite
amount of capital at £5000. The conception was
noble, but the plan was undigested; and subsequent
experience has modified its details, and placed it on
the basis of its own individual merits. The an-
nouncement however was received by the brethren
with general approbation, as a project of bemevo-
lence, worthy the great and flourishing institation
to which it was proposed to be attached, and #o
which it would look for exclusive support; and
many professions of co-operation and assistance
were publicly avowed from the Lodges, as well a8
from individual brethren.

The Brethren of the Strong Man Lodge, No. 54,
celebrated their centenary at Putney, on the 3rd
July, 1834. It is an event which very few Lodges
are blessed with an opgortunity of observing ; and
it is recorded to the honour of this Lodge, that
during the whole of that period, its brethren have
been faithful; the attendances regular, and the
finances flourishing. After the cloth was drawn,
the Worshipful Master, Brother G. W. Turner,
addressed the brethren as follows.

“A century has elapsed since our Lodge was constituted.
Death, the great destroyer, has, during that period, removed
numbers of our Brethren from this mortal state of existence.
The memory of the founders of our Lodge is entitled to our
especial reverence, inasmuch as they were men who were considered
by the Brethren of that age worthy depositories of our principles
and privileges: those principles they have transmitted to us, un-
sullied by any dishonourable act, and those privileges we now
enjoy, unimpaired by innovation. It is therefore, with the deepest
feelings of respect and veneration, that I now call upon you to
honour their memory with your approbation.’”
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-*A number of silver medals which had been struek
to commemorate the event, were distributed
amongst such of the Brethren as had distinguished
themselves by their zealous exertions as Masons and
Members of the Strong Man Lodge, who received
them with suitable acknowledgments; and wear
them as a proud trophy of merit which will descend
to their children, and probably be produced at the
next centenary as memorials of the illustrious dead.

' Several new Lodges were constituted in the Pro-
vinces during the year 1834, and two new Halls
dedicated to Masonry ; one at Dorchester by Brother
W. Eliot, Esq., D.P.G.-M. for Dorset; and the
other at Tiverton, by Brother The Lord Viscount
Ebrington, M.P., P.G.M. for Devonshire. These
are events of great importance in estimating the
progressive advance of the Order, and its moral
influence in the hearts of its members.

An institution was formed in this year, which
became, in a very brief period, of great importance
as a medium of communication with the Grand

e. The Masters’ and Past Masters’ Club was
embodied in December 1834 to insure a full attend-
ance at the Quarterly Committees ; and to facilitate
the business of the Grand Lodge, by a previous
disoussion of important motions to be brought
forward and disposed of there. In addition to the
Masters and Past Masters of Private Lodges,
Provincial Grand Masters are eligible for admission
to this Club, which thus affords to the country
Brethren an opportunity of Masonic intercourse
that cannot fall to be mutually agreeable and
beneficial. The institution became extremely useful,
inasmuch as on all questions of importance the
Provincial Brethren made a point of assembling for
the purpose of discussion, and the interests of both
thus become agreeably identified.

Freemasonry in the Provinces smoothly and

c2
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quietly pursued its unostentations course at'tlvis
period ; augmenting its resources, and imcrensing
in respectability and esteem. In the ceremomial of
public works indeed, its aid was generally solicitéd
to lend an appearance of form and seriousness ‘to
the proceedings. Schools and charities were ins#i-
tuteg-—a,nd private benevolence cheered the hearts
of the worthy distressed. A ddresses were forwardéd
#o the Masonic Authorities couched in elegawt
language ; and the brethren cultivated a taste for
philosophy and science.  These are wholesore
symptoms of a vigorous and flourishing institution ;
and the speeches at Provincial Meetings shew that
the learning and talent of the united kingdom had
been enlisted in behalf of this hallowed sciemed.
The appointments of our Provincial Grand Lodges
assumed a correctness of detail which is uitpreed-
dented in the annals of English Freemtison#y.
Every officer appears in his proper clothing; ¢
‘thus the science in its decorations, its ceremohial,
‘and its philosophy, is without a rival. Conld
At the annual Festival of the Palatine Lodge'dt
Sunderland, December 29th, 1834, Sir Cuthbeért
Sharpe, Bart., Worshipful Master, in the chair; a
very gratifying scene was presented. Immediately
after dinner the Orphan Boys of Masons educated 4t
the expence of the Lodge, were, according to custom,
introduced and examined as to their progress in learn-
ing during the year, and gave most satisfactory proofs
of the proficiency they had made. The Palatine
Lodge has set a noble example, worthy the imita-
tion of other Provincial Lodges; and a similar
school attached to the principal Lodge in every
county, would exhibit a moral lesson of ﬁreemaso‘nry
which the public could not refuse to understand.
We close the occurrences of the year 1834, with
a catalogue of the places where foundation stones
were laid accompanied by Masonic honours 5 ard:of

-
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pablio- testimonials presented to deserving brethren,
-a% sn-expression of gratitude for moral worth, and
iindefatigable exertion in the great cause of Free-
mppeonry. Of the former there is only a single
.instance, which occured in the month of June,
when Brother W. Eliot, Esq., D.P.G.M. for Dorset,
laid the foundation stone of an embankment at
Weymouth, with the usual formalities. Of the
latter it is recorded that in the month of January
a splendid Masonic Jewel* was presented to Lord
Durham, P.G.M. for Durham; in February two
silver trowels to the members of the Lodge of
Antiquity by His Royal Highness the Duke of
Sussex ; in gune, a silver cup to Brother Coe, the
founder of the Excursion to the Nore for the benefit
of the Royal Masonic Institution for Boys, which
has proved very beneficial to that establishment ;
and in December, a Royal Arch Jewel to Brother
Fisher, of the Scientific Lodge, Cambridge.

The complaint of his Royal Highness the Grand
Master was not sufficiently advanced at the April
Quarterly Communication in 1835, to, allow ofpx an
operation being performed, although he was unfor-
tunately afflicted with a total loss of sight; and
the Brethren received the intelligence that it was
impossible for him to preside at f.%mt meeting, with
unaffected sorrow. The Grand Master, however,
consented to the humble request of the Brethren,
that he would allow himself to be put in nomina-
tion for the ensuing year, as well-grounded hopes
were entertained that a successful operation would

¢ This splendid testimonial was made by Brother Tate, of
Regent Street. It is oval shaped, bordered with flowers in va-
rious tints of gold, of exquisite workmanship; and in the centre,
on & blue enamel ground, is placed the square and compasses,
with a star of five points in brilliants. The design is chaste and
elegant, and the effect very striking. It bears the followin
inscription: ‘Presented to the Earl of Durham, Provincia
Grand Master, by his grateful brethren, 21t January, 1834.",
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restore him to their wishes before the expiration of

that period. His election was carried by acclamation.

The Earl of Durham, D.G.M. officiated in his

absence, and after dinner made an announcement

t}l;at was received with loud and continued cheering.
e said,

“1 congratulate you upon the very great advances which Free-
masonry is making amongst all classes of men., In the metropolis
it flourishes ; and the Provincial Brethren vie with those in London
both in numbers and respectability. It appears to me to be our
paramount duty to sustain and support Freemasonry ; not simply
because it is founded upon charity, benevolence, and piety ; but
because it enables men who are confessedly separated by religious
differences or political dissention, conscientiously to meet in the
calm serenity of an untroubled scene, whatever may be their
creed or political bias. Freemasonry has, however, a still nobler
aim—it associates the poor and the rich upon terms of
equality, without a violation of decorum, without offering the
slightest interference with the regulations of well-organized society.
Surely the prevalence of such principles must contribute to t{e
prosperity of the country, by promoting general harmony, and
uniting all classes in the strictest and closest bonds of d.>

Some very extensive repairs, rendered necessary
by the giving way of its foundation, had just been
completed in the School House of the Royal
Freemasons’ Female Orphan School, at an ex-
pence amounting to more than two thousand

unds. To meet this heavy outlay, the Grand

aster, by a public circular, called the attention
of the various Chapters and Lod%fs, and also
of the individual members to the subject ; relying
with confidence that they will not suffer this
excellent charity to decline from the effects of a
misfortune, attended with serious expence, which
was as unavoidable as it was necessary. The appeal
was promptly answered. The Grand Lodge con-
tributed £100 ; the Grand Chapter £50; and after
the annual dinner the Brethren present subscribed
£700. Brother Bond Cabbell gave fifty guineas,
and many Private Lodges contributed libera,ﬁy. In
a word, the Masonic Institutions are nobly suppor-
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ted; for.it is impossible, in a society constituted -on
the principles of benevolence, that the cause of the
Or can ever be abandoned. Subsequently a
subseription of the whole Craft was entered
mto for the purpose of making up the deficiency.
At a meeting of the friends and subscribers to
the projected Asylum for aged and decayed Free-
masons, holden in the month of June 1835, the
following resolutions were agreed to:

“That it is expedient to provide for the wants of the meritorious
but aged and decayed Freemason, by the erection of an Asylum
to receive him within its sanctuary.

“That this meeting having heard statements produced in
evidence of the means possessed by the Craft at large; are fully
satisfied with, and coincide therein, and pledge themselves to
exert their utmost power in carrying the first resolution into
practical effect.

“That this meeting receive with the warmest feelings of
Masonic gratitude, the announcement from the Chairman, that
the Right Honourable the Earl of Durham, D.G.M., has
condescended to become one of the trustees; and the heartfelt
thanks of this meeting are respectfully offered to his Lordship, for
this mark of his solicitude, kindness, and protection.

“That the cordial thanks of the meeting are most especial
due to William Willoughby Prescott, Esq., for his ready acqui-
escence with the request of the Chairman in being named as a

e, i

“That the inaugural festival of the Asylum do take place on

the 81st July, under the direction of a Board of Stewards.”

The centenary of the Grand Stewards’ Lodge
was celebrated in Freemasons” Hall in the month
of December, the period of 100 years having
elapsed since its actual constitution; although from
time immemorial, it is understood to have existed
as an association of the most liberal; talented, and
influential Brethren of the Order. The Members
evinced their sense of the interest and importance
of the occasion, by assembling in great numbers;
and the splendour of appearance exhibited in the
Hall, when the announcement of visitors had
ceased, can scarcely be imagined, as it formed one
continued blaze of crimson silk, After dinner,
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when proposing the health of His Royal Highnets
the D‘I)lkgozf gSusmax, the W. Masty::, ﬁ?mhef
Giraud, gave an interesting outline of the- details
.and proceedings of the Lodge since it was embediéd
in June 1735; and concluded with the following
.merited compliment to the Grand Master: B

““T come to a distressing subject, in announcing that Hia Royal
Highness has been compelled to decline our invitation this eveping,
an account of his want of sight. My Brethren, could he but have
witnessed our devotion to his sway, our veneration for his
character, our affection for his person, it might have cheered
him in the continuance of those exalted duties, which, may it
please the Great Architect, he may exercise for many years; it
would convince him, that however all Lodges unite in respectful
attachment, none exceeds the Grand Stewards’ Lodge in thoge
sentiments which form the Mason’s pride, and become the
Mason’s hope.”

In like manner the Old Union Lodge celebrated
its centenary in this year; to commemorate which;
the Grand Master graciously conferred on the
'Members, the privilege of wearing a centenary
Jewel.

" In Scotland, Freemasonry having recovered from
the paralysis by which it had been overwhelmed
under the pressure of political dissention, slowly
progressed ; and the meetings of the Brethren bore
a character of solemnity and decency which afforded
hopes of still greater prosperity. The Scotch are a
literary and scientific people; and we do not there-
fore wonder that the institution of Freemasonry,
which is devoted to these pursuits, should flourish
and increase amongst them., Much anxiety . was
manifested to assimilate the practice of working,
and conduct of the Lodges to the English custom.
Nothing appeared wanting at this period but some
public ala,nty, some benevolent foundation, lilte the
Orphan Societies of England and Ireland, to shew
forth the practical working of the system:; and to
afford the Brethren an opportunity:.of displaying



“al

OF PHREEMNAONRY. -38

theropttation’ of Masomty 'in the heart,” by’ thHe
ﬂmﬂty of the hand, inﬂgntﬁbuting' to relieze the
distoessed' and destitute of their own fraternity.
s deficiency' was not unobserved by our Seottish
dwetheen, nor was the day far distant when' tHe
means were adopted of completing the triangle‘df
benevolence with the two Grand Lodges of England
#tid Ireland. ,
At the festival in December, that very venerable
institution, the Lodﬁe of Melrose, whose antiquity
is' only rivalled by that of the Mother Kilwinning
in Ayrshire; both dating their origin from the
building of their respective abbeys, by the bands of
architectural Brethren who traversed the country
towards the middle of the 12th century, renewed
their annual ceremony of marching by the light of
botelée round the ruins of St. David’s Pile. A
bhndvof music preceded the procession, Iayl"gs
sdlemn airs. Nothing could be more singul};r a
fmapressive ¢than the spectacle which here presented
itself. The red glaring light of the flambeaux, ds
it' flashed upon the pillars and projections of the
imecient abbey, discovering the grotesque figures and
fdoes of grinning monks, sculptured on the corbels
and capitals of many a mouldering arch, contrasted
bt#ikingly with the deepmysterious gloom of the retir-
g nisles and cloisters, whose darkness indeed was
ever and anon partially illuminated as the singular
g;?cession passed along. Every step which the
dthren trod, as they slowly advanced up the
interior of the edifice, was upon hallowed dust. In
the words of him whose name is linked with that
of'the place— - ' Lo )
nis Beneath the lettered stones were laid !
w 1(1-The ashes: bf their fathers dﬁad; q ' !
it nErom: 8 igarnished riche aroun o
<111 { Stern muﬁﬁmmwd martyrs frowned.
c3
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During this year the Brethren in different parts
of the kingdom were solicited to render their
assistance to consecrate the ceremony of depositing
the foundation stones of public buildings. In May
the first stone of the Royal Victoria Arcade at
Ryde, in the Isle of Wight, was laid with Masenic
solemnities by the Earl of Durham, D.G.M.; that
of the Lander Pillar at Truro, in June, by V. P.
Robinson, Esq., D.P.G.M. for Cornwall; and in
September, that of a Monument to the memory of
Sir John Malcolm, at Langholm, in Scotland, by
Sir James Graham, P.G.M. for Cumberland.

Several testimonials to distinguished Brethren
were presented during this year. In January a
Silver Salver to Brother Captain Baldwin, of St.
Patrick’s Lodge, Dublin; in March, a Silver Snuff-
box to Brother Philip Broadfoot, of the Lodge of
Stability, London; in June, a Silver Salver-to
Brother James Deans, P.S.G.W., from the Grand
Officers’ Club; and in August, a Jewel of Gold to
the Right Honourable Lord Monson, W.M., of
the Surrey Lodge, Reigate; and a Massive Silver
Candelabrum to William Williams, Esq., P.G:M.
for Dorset.

CHAP. III.
History of Freemasonry in the Year 1836.

Tue year 1836 opened with a bright prospect for
Freemasonry. The debt of the Grand Lodge was
liquidated ; the Schools were prosperous; the
cenaral Fund of Benevolence was e£cient; new

onstituted in many of the Provinces;
d, the institution flourished in all its
the Festival of the Boys’ School,
gave a cheering account. He said,
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““ a foew years ago, thirty-five Boys only were educa-
ted, and the institution was in a state little short
of bankruptcy; but by the liberality of the Breth-
ren, and the zeal of the Committee, at the present
moment the number of children is increased to
fifty-five, while the funded stock has reached
£5000.” After dinner the subscriptions exceeded
500 guineas.

The most gratifying intelligence reached us
this year, that our holy science was progressing,
and triumphing over the bigotry which threatened
its existence in France. The superior classes of
gociety had taken an interest in it, and extended
to it their countenance and patronage. A Grand
Lodge was formed, at the head of which was placed
M. (% Fretéau de Peny, Pair de France, Lieutenant
Grand Commander and Venerable. At a Grand

e holden at the beginning of the year, the
Earl of Munster, Sir John Ross, and Major Payne
appeared as visitors, and were received with great
fraternal kindness and hospitality.

In the New World also Freemasonry was re-
viving, after a season of supineness on the one
hand, and opposition and reproach on the other,
which made it doubtful whether it would not sink
to rise no more. The Grand Lodges in the different
states were re-organized about this time, and the
following manifesto was issued to the Lodges:

“That the faithful Members of the fraternity be exhorted to
persevere in their fidelity ; to observe the regular communications
of their respective Lodges, and their prescribed modes of charity;
to maintain peace and self-respect : to discountenance all irregular
assemblies of Masons, and scrupuleusly to avoid ting Free-
masonry with any political controversies or speculations, being
assured, notwithstanding statements to the contrary, which may
be made for political effect, that the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
is still in active existence, enjoying her Quarterly Meetings, super-
intending te affairs of the Craft, and through the Weekly Sessions
of her Boaid of Relief, distributing the income of her little pro-
perty to sick and needy Brethren, their widows and orphans—that
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while she will sustain the Lodges under her jurisdictiom by ajl
_proper means in her power, she is willing and desirous, theﬁg
Pmmcdiate]y, the charters of all such as may wish to surre

!themn ‘according to the conditions in such case made and pro-

yided.” T
+'In a communication to the Grand Lodge in the
tnonth of April 1836, His Royal Highness the
"Duke of Sussex was graciously pleased to express
‘his intention of removing the restriction which ke
iad laid upon the Stewards, interdicting the ad-
mission of musical Brethren into the Glee Room ;
and' the message was received with gratitude and
Joy.
; yThe discussion in Parliament respecting the Irish
‘constabulary force, assumed a character which was
considered hostile to the existence of Freemasonry
in that country; and fears were entertained lest
the order should be included in the description of
* secret or political societies” contained in that
bill. To prevent any misconstruction therefore,
the Duke of Leinster, Grand Master for Ireland,
moved, “ that Freemasons be exempted from taking
the oath that they do not belong to any secret
society.” This clause was opposed by Lord Win-
‘chelsea and others, who expressed opinions on the
tendency of Freemasonry, which are not borne out
by fact. After an animated debate the clause was
carried in the affirmative, and the science of Free-
masonry was exempted from a test which would
have materially impeded its progress in that coun-
try.* The Irish Grand Master by his conduct on
_this occasion, won golden opinions from his Breth-

* The following correspondence on this subject appears in Bell’s
Life: “ Are Freemasons exempted from the necessity of complying
.with' the same prescribed form of declaration as the Members of
any other secret society, on, or previous to their accepting' public
office? A Freemason must take all the oaths and make all the
.declarations which must be taken or made by any other persons;sbut
;there are none. direeted against him as a Freemason. In respest
of: that particular chavacter he takes none.” . SR
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ven ‘throughout the united kingdom; and received
“an unanimous vote of thanks from the Grand Lodge
of England, at the recommendation of his Royal
Highness the Duke of Sussex; which was splen-
didly engrossed on vellum, and verified by 'the
signatures of Lords Dundas, Churchill, Scarborough,
and Suffield. In like manner the thanks of the
fraternity in Ireland were embodied in an Address,
and presented to His Grace by the Officers of his
own Grand Lodge. .
....On the 10th ﬁa.y of June in this year, the long-
expected operation to remove the cataracts which
had obscured the vision of His Royal Highness
the Grand Master, was successfully performed by
Mr. Alexander. It occupied about a quarter of an
hour, and His Royal Highness underwent the
‘operation with exemplary patience and fortitude-;
gix days afterwards the following communication
was made to the Royal Society :—

¢ Kensington Palace, June 16."
“ GENTLEMEN,

“T have received the commands of His Royal Highness the
Duke of Sussex, to comnunicate to the Members of the Royal
Bociety the result of the operation which was performed on Friday
last by Mr. Alexander, on His Royal Highness's eyes. The
cataracts were removed under the most favourable circumstances ;
the bandages were taken off on Tuesday morning, and, through
the blessing of Providence, His Royal Highness is now able to ses
distinctly with both eyes. Trusting in God's continued mercy,
His Royal Highness looks with confidence to the complete resto-
ration of his sight; and he thus anticipates with pleasure the
arrival of the 30th of next November, when His Royal Highness
may be enabled again to take the chair at the Anniversary Meeting
of the Society, and to discharge the duties which devolve on the
“President, especially those of distributing the various prizes
awarded in the course of the year.

o 1 have the honour to remain, Gentlemen,

Lo “Yours most faithfully,

- “ GEORGE ADAM BROWN.”e
'+ # To the Fellows of the Royal Society.”

LIS P

‘u-'® The following sketch of the Grand Master may be acceptable
to: the .distant Brethren who have not been favoured with an
opportunity of seeing him. It is extracted from a work entitled
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The Ambassador from the King of Oude to this
country was initiated into Masonry in the Lodge of
Friendship, at the Thatched House Tavern, oa
Thursday, the 14th April. His introduction inte
Masonry may have arisen from the present or late
King of Oude having been made a Mason several
years ago, as appears by the plate lately in the
Grand Secretary’s Office, but which has been re-
moved into the Grand Master's Room. The young

“ Random Recollections of the House of Lords.” ‘ His Royal
Highness is a man of superior talents. It were to over-estimate
his abilities to say he is a first-rate man; but no one can deny that
his intellectual resources are far above mediocrity. The speeches
he used to make some twelve or fifteen years since, both at public
meetings and in the House, were as replete with eloquence, as they
were remarkable for the ardent love of liberty which they breathed
throughout. If there was nothing profound or original in them,
neither, on the other hand, did they degenerate into dry comxmon-
place. Whether they were heard delivered, or read in the news-
papers, they at once gained the attention, and carried the auditor
or reader on to the close, without ever flagging for a moment. He
excels in putting obvious truths into a popular form. One of the
principal attributes of his speeches is their simplicity. His style
is always plain and perspicuous; he makes his views as clear to
others as they are to his own mind. No oue ever yet mistook the
drift of his argument. His reasoning is always clear; it is more
clear than forcible. He never takes his audience by storm; he
wins them by the attractions of his manner. If you look in vain
for any mighty burst of eloguence carrying you, as if by a resistless
torrent, along with it, he never fails to lead you gently on with
him in whatever direction he intends to go. His voice is clear
and pleasant, but wants strength and flexibility. He never varies
the key in which he begins; he is always audible. He is an easy
and fluent speaker, never appearing in the least disconcerted, or
hesitating a moment either for ideas or for suitable terms wherewith
to express them. He seldom speaks long at a time, but there is
as much matter in most cases, in what he says in ten minutes, as
there is in what the majority of speakers would communicate in
twenty. His extemporaneous resources are ample; he can speak
with much effect on the impulse of the moment: indeed, his
speeches are seldom prepared before hand.

¢ His literary and scientific attainments are great ; with science
especially, he is intimately conversant. Hence it is that he is
President of several eminent scientific societies, and that his name
is so often toasted at public dinners in connection with the various
scientific institutions of England.” .o

“
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Persian princes, Zade Meerza, and his brother,
sons of tge King of Persia, were also initiated into
Freemasonry in the Lodge of Friendship, on the
16th of June. .

The Newstead Lodge at Nottingham, No. 55
held its centenary in the month of June. It still
retains a strong list of Members, and the Brethren
work well. There are few instances in the Pro-
vinces where a Lodge has sustained its duties so
respectably as the l%ewstead Lodge; and the in-
crease of Freemasonry in Nottingham, which now
boasts of three Lodges, proves the position, that
when Masonry is best known, it is most highly
esteemed. The practical application of its doctrine,
will always have the effect of causing it to be
honoured by those whose approbation is of any
value. If Freemasonry feed the hungry, and
clothe the naked—if it relieve the distresses of the
widow, and instruct the orphan in the duties of
his station here, and the essentials for procuring
happiness hereafter, when he shall have passed
through the stormy paths of this life with moral
credit and religious hope,—and all these laudable

oses are effected through the medium of our
E:;gvolent'institutions—if the Brethren are blame-
less and irreproachable in their private conduct, and
fulfil the royal law which bids them do to others as
they would be done by ;—if Masonry produce these
blooming fruits, which all mankind commend, it is
sure to be rewarded with universal approbation.
The worthy and the good will eagerly embrace a
system which produces so much practical benefit ;
and the Masonic Institution will be considered a
public blessing to the community at large.

About this time considerable excitement mani-
fested itself amongst the Fraternity in Ireland, in
oonseqluence of an order of the Grand Lodge, very
properly issued in times of political excitement ;
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iding the Lodges to abstain fromi the dse «
blic processions, under the penalty of cemsard
aid in extreme cases of erasure.* Generally th
injunction was obeyed ; and the Brethren, on publé
days, attended their respective places of worship'
without aprons, collars, or other insignia, and ser-
mons were preached on masonic subjects without!
aniy political intermixture. A few instances of ‘¢
subordination are recorded. Wilful Brethren, 1t
baving the true principles of Masonry operating'is
their hearts, suffered political feelings to incite them'
to disobedience; thus subjecting themselves to the
censure of the Grand Lodge.

‘In this country of light hearts and merry faces;
where the generous spirit of Freemasonry operatés’
freely and %eneﬁcia.lly, the science prospers, and 'i¢
respected and beloved. The high spirited Brethred)
ghew their regard for the science by their actiond/
and charity is freely dispensed to the worthy dis-
tressed. Less than this could not be said of- eu¥
hospitable friends and companions of the Grees
Iste, though it may be somewhat at variance with!

# At an Extraordinary General Meeting of the Grand Leodgs
of Ireland, the following resolutions were put and carried ungnisy

mously :—

“ Resolved,—That Masonic pr ions, though i t and’
harmless in themselves, may, under particular circumstances,
be imprydent and highly injurious to the general interests of the,
Oxder.

« Resolved,—That at a moment when all public processions afe
either prohibited by the law, or discountenanced by the consti '
authorities, with which it is equally the desire and the principle of.
Freemasons to be in accordance and obedience, it is the opinion of
the Grand Lodge, after mature deliberation, that the accastomed pro-"
cessions, on the approaching Festival of St. John, should be dise!
continued ; and the Grand Lodge, therefore, require the Brethzeti’

all Masonic Lodges, as they value the interests of Freemasonry.,
ta forbear from all such processions. .

¢ Resolved,—That if any Masonic Lodge should violate ifs!
dity, by disobedience of the foregoing command, .it .shall (el
visited with the highest punishment which the Grand Lodge can
inflict.”
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the soher spirit of detail which ought to pervade.an .
historical record ; but. the honour and faith of they
Irish character being infused into Freemasonry,g
enriches the institation, and confers upon it addi-,
tional dignity and worth in the eye of the world. |,
- This year was distinguished by the initiation: of,
three Persian princes I%:eza. Koolee Meerza, Nejeff:
Koolee Meerza, and Timoor Meerza. They are;
grandsons of the late Futch Alle Shah, and children..
of Hoossein Allee Meerza, late Prince Governor of;
the Provinces of Tars, who was the fourth or fifth-
son of that monarch. Thus they are the. first.
cousins of Mohammed Shah, who at present occupies..
the threne, and who is the son of Abbas Meerza,
late Prince Royal of Persia. The Moolavee Ismasl,
Khan was invested by his Royal Highness the Grand
Master with the jewel and rank of a Past Grand.
‘Warden. )
At a meeting of many influential Brethren, holden.
at Feeemasons’ Hall, September 15, 1836, Brother
R. T. Crucefix, M.D., J.G.D., in the chair ; it was:
Besolved, that “in testimony of grateful and re-.
spectful acknowledgment from the Members of the
Masonic Fraternity to their Grand Master, His
Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex; and to com-
memorate the benefits derived by the Craft from
His Royal Highness’s personal superintendence,
unwearied attention, and judicious conduct, in the
exercise of his high functions as Grand Master
during a period of nearly twenty-five years;” a ma~.
sonic offering should be made to HisRoyal Highness, :
and a general subscription throughout the Craft
be immediately entered into for that .purpose.-
These resolutions were confirmed at a subsequent
meeting, and a committee appointed to carry them
into effect, comsisting of aﬁ Grand Officers, and
Masters of Lodges under the Constitution of:
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England, of which His Royal Highness is Girand
Master.

In pursuance of these regulations, a circular was
addressed to the Lodges by Brother S. C. INorris,
Honorary Secretary, recommending the subject %o
the attention of Provincial Grand Masters, and
Masters of Lodges, and the Brethren at large, and
requesting their co-operation in an object so con-

enial to the feelings of the Masonic commumnity.
gubseriptions poured in from all quarters. Omne
ﬂ)irit appeared to animate the fraternity ; and the

rethren emulated each other in their zeal to testify
their affection and respect to their Princely Chief.
The Provincial Grand Masters offered an example
of activity in this noble strife, and it was followed
by the Private Lodges with avidity and success.

From the scale on which the Committees were
formed, it was anticipated that a magnificent trophy
would be accomplished, alike worthy of a ﬁeat
Society to present, and of a Prince of the
Rayal to accept; for contributions flowed in ome
continued stream.

A beneficial regeneration of the Craft was effected
in Scotland, under the able rule of Lord Ramsay,
who was elected to the Grand Master’s Throne in the
month of November, 1836 ; and at his installatiox %

entered into a statement of his views relative to
Freemasonry. “Much might be gathered from the
few but emphatic expressions which escaped from
his Lordship on this occasion ; the full elucidation
and application of which he prudently reserved for
a future opportunity. The real friends of Free-
masonry, have abundant reason to congratulate
themselves, and the Craft, on the choice of one
who, from his high station, can so gracefully de-
scend to those details, the right of ordering whieh
keeps the wheels of state in motion.” This ap
~gointment gave a new impulse to Freemasonry
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Scotland ; and the new Grand Master being a
distinguished Practica,l Mason,* effected a great
moral reformation amongst the Lodges. His lord-
ship had paid such attention to the forms and cere-
monies of Masonry, as to become a perfect adept
in the details of all the degrees. He knew his
duty, and determined to perform it faithfully. His
example and activity proved a powerful excitement
to the Masters of Lodges; and from the honourable
feelings which minds  truly noble always inspire,
they emulated the zeal of their chief; and the
Scottish Lodges became schools of morality and
virtue.

A centenary was celebrated this year by the
Grand Lodge of Scotland, to commemorate the
honourable cession of the Hereditary Grand Master-
ship, by St. Clair of Roslyn. Great preparations
were made for this solemnity, which was intended
to be observed by the Fraternity throughout Scot-
land, as a grand and general jubilee. St. Andrew’s
day was the chosen period; and it was intended
to dignify the occasion by a procession by torch-
light. Above one thousand Brethren assembled
to celebrate this memorable festival ; and the fol-
lowing account of the effect which attended this
nocturnal procession, will be gratifying to every
masonic reader.

The word march being given and repeated along the whole line,

® The impulse which led to Lord Ramsay’s initiation is thus
related: As his Lordship some years ago was walking with his
clerical tutor, a wretched beggar, apparently a foreigner, entreated
his charity. The clergyman turned round to question the suppli-
cant, and in a moment grasped his hand with the most cordial
kindness. Lord Ramsay was surprised. The stranger was a
Freemason; he was fed, clothed, and supplied by the generous
Englishman with the means of transport to the coast of Syria,
where he stated he originally came from. The circumstance made
such an impression upon Lord Ramsay, that he determined to join
an association so pregnant with good works. (Freemason’s Quar-
terly Review, vol. 2. p. 68.)
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the ‘%r'und batallion of the Brethren of Peace moved forwalﬁ,d a
%: ody, preceded by the band of the Queen’s Royal Lance;

hus issuinifrom the portals of the Royal Exchange at Edin-
burgh, the head of the column was greeted with a loud huzza
from the assembled multitude, which, as the rest advanced, gave
place to a solemn and admiring silence. This attention and deco-
rdps conduct on the part of the spectators was flattering to tire
Craft, and is a proof of the great moral impression which the
character of our glorious institution universally creates; whatever
o few prejudiced and unfortunate individuals may say or think.
Respect to the ancient free and accepted Fraternity of Masons
was the sentiment expressed, on this occasion ; and no other than
a moral force could, in the absence of the military, have kept the
crowd in such extraordinary order. The police employed un-
doubtedly did good service, particularly in repelling the tendency
to pressure at the several turnings. But only look what a sight
the High Street presents during the procession! Whoever has
beheld Edina, with her cloud capt towers and lofty mansions,
rising from eight to ten stories in height—each individual stage of
this Babel of buildings inhabited by whole hosts of families, of
every kind and calling—may imagine the sublime effect of a
multitude of torches, reflected with reddening glare upon the
mighty sides of the spacious street which long has formed the
pride of “Auld Reekie.”” Thousands of visages were visible from
every tier of windows on either flank, from the lowest to the top-
most habitable spot. It was a study for a lover of the picturesque
—a scene of strange grandeur, not unworthy of the magic pencil
of a Martin. We have witnessed the religious processions in the
capitals of Catholicism, but we will aver that this transcended
them all, even as a spectacle. On passing the front of the Theatre
Royal, Brother Murray, the Manager, testified his fraternal as-
tention by the exhibition of a brilliantly illuminated star over ths
portico of the house. Blue lights and rockets were disc
from Calton Hill, as the procession advanced up the Regent's
Bridge, till at last, arriving at the Waterloo Hotel, the music
divided right and left, and the Grand Masonic cortége marched
into the great hall, which had been decorated and prepared for

their reception.”

Such a demonstration was worth{lof Freemasonry,
and conferred on it a respect in the opinion of the
world. If Masonic processions be used at all in

d be conducted on a principle
‘egardless of expence; other-
semed as a vain and useless
er to produce the degradation
of the Order. .
136 the number of foundation
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stones laid with masonic solemnities was greatly
increased, which is an evidence of the advancement
of the science in public estimation. The respech
usually displayed by the superior ranks of society 5
and the orger and decorum observed by the crowds
who assembled to witness the ceremony, con-
tribute to form no unimportant estimate of general
feeling towards the institution. In a rapid sketch
of the transactions of this period, it will be impos-
sible to do more than notice the instances where the
Craft assembled for the above purpose. A descrip-
tion of each ceremonial woulti) not only occupy too
"great a space, but would also constitute a tedious
repetition of forms which every well instructed
Brother perfectly understands. In May, the foot-
stone of a Masonic Hall, at Christ Church, was
lgvelled in the north-east by Brother Sir-John
Millbank, Bart., D.P.G.M.; of a National Schodl
at Nantwich, by Brother J. F. Maddock, Esq.,
D.P.G.M.; and of St. Botolph’s Church, Colchester,
by Brother John Round, Esq. In June, of a Gene-
ral Lunatic Asylum at Northampton, by the Right
‘Honourable Earl Spencer; and of a new Bridge at
Radcliffe, by Brother Bealey of that place. In
July, of the Royal Victoria Arcade, at Ryde, in the
Tsle of Wight, by Brother the Earl of Durham,
D.G.M.; of the {)unstanville Memorial, on the
Hill of Karnbre, in Cornwall, by Brother V.P.
Robinson, Esq., D.P.G.M.; and of a new Guild-
hall, at Penzance, by Brother Richard Pearoe,
P.G.S.W. for Cornwall. In October, of an Infir-
mary in Perth, by Brother Lord Kinnaird, P.G.M.
for Scotland. In December, the D.G.M. and his
Masons, assisted the Bishop of Ripon in laying the
foundation stone of a new ChurcEk)l at Leeds; and
st Warrington the Key-stone of a stupendous
Bridge was set by Brother Le Gendre N. Starkie,
Esq., D.P.G.M., with the usual solemnities.
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The testimonials to deserving Brethren were
also exceedingly numerous this year ; which is an
evident proof of the superior zeal and activity by
which the Fraternity have been distinguished ; and
the record is as honourable to the donors as to the
individuals whose Masonic exertions have been
thus rewarded. In February, a costly tea service
was presented to Brother the Reverend Sir W. Dun-
bar, Bart., of Stoke-upon-Trent. In May, a jewel
to Brother R. H. Giraud, P.M. Grand Master’s
Lodge; and a medal to Brother L. Chandler, P.M.,
St. %aul’s Lodge, London. In June, a Jewel to
Brother R. Mitchell, President of the Grand Stew-
ards’ Board ; another to Brother James Savage,
Treasurer ; and a third to Brother J. R. Bulmer,
Secretary to the same Board. In August, a silver
Goblet to Brother Jacob Keyser, V& M. Royal
Sussex Lodge, Bristol. In September, a silver
Snuff Box to Brother John Whitworth, Lodge af
Tranquillity, Newchurch, Rossendale ; and a silver
Cup to Brother Aikenhead, Treasurer, Kilkenny
Lodge, Ireland. A Past Master’s Jewel to Brother
Tenison, of “Fifty,” Dublin, from the Brethren of
Lodge 681. In October, a silver Candelabrum te
Brother Captain Maher, W.M., 327, Taunton; a
silver Vase and Cover to Brother C. K. K. Tynte,
Esq., P.G.M., Somerset ; a silver Medal to Brother
Wm. Aitkin, of the Celtic Lodge, Edinburgh ;
and a silver Tea Service to Brother Thos. Wright,
Victoria Lodge, Dublin. In December, a si%ver
Salver to Brother G. Goldsmith, Secretary, Wat-
ford Lodge ; and a gold Medal to Brother John
Bigg, P.%'I., Moira Eodge, London.
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CHAP. IV.

History of Freemasonry during the Year 1837.

Durine the past year, the Grand Master, whose
services to the Braft have placed him in an elevated
%osition in that sacred depository, the heart of every

rother, was afflicted, as we have already seen, with
a visitation that deprived him of his accustomed
enjoyments, and prevented his usual attendance on
the duties of the Grand Lodge, which could not
fail to suffer from his absence. It pleased the Al-
mighty Disposer of events to deprive His Roi'la.l
Highness of that precious blessing—his eye sight.
This visitation was increased by a return of an
asthmatic complaint under which he had suffered
for many years, that prevented him from enjoying
the greatest comfort bestowed on man—the fuxury
of resting on a bed. The Royal sufferer endured
his pains and privations with exemplary fortitude
and magnanimity ; and even his afflictions added to
the popularity that always attended him ;* and in-

¢ Of which the following Address is an indisputable testi-
mony :

v “Dublin, 27th December, 1836.

“To His Royal Highness Augustus Frederick, Duke of Sussex,
Earl of Inverness, and Baron of Arklow, Right Worshipful Grand
Master of Freemasons in England.

“The Address of the Right Worshipful the Grand Lodge of
Free and Accepted Masons of Ireland.

“We, the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Officers,
and other Brethren of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, approach
yeur Royal Highness with joy and exultation at the boon granted
to the Masonic Craft, by the Great Architect of the Universe, at
whose creative fiat all things first were made ; who, in the glorious
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wreased . the enthusiasm with whichidid be'appeas-
ance in Grand Lodge, with renewed ' vision snd
manifestation of his power, has again bestowed on ‘Rayul
Highness the light of this sublun:gy‘ world, of which fg)":rlwg;gp
long deprived.
& Evegr mindful of the blessings dispensed by Him who saill "3
there be light, and there was light,” who has withdrawn the etk uf
darkness from your sightless orbs, as if it were His will the high
. decree should be kept perfect, and that your Royal Highngss

- imight be without blemish, and continue to inculcate the d zé
attributes of faith, hope, and charity, into the hearts of the mystik

raft, over whom you have so long presided with advantage.te

em and credit to your Royal Highness. B
-1 We of the mystic Craft, in union with our British Brethren,
rejoice that the Masonic Star of England has again arisen intd
noon-tide splendour, and that your Royal Highness can agaih
behold the glorious light of day.

“That your Royal Highness mey long continue to enjoy thut

blessing for the good of the Masonic Order, and the. benefit of ‘the
nation, is the fervent prayer of your Royal Highness’s Brethrefy

in Ireland.” .
(Signed)
g

Copy of His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex’s Answer to
Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Officers,
Members of the Grand Lodge of Ireland. - Jow

“ My Lord Duke, most worshipful and highly eateem@q
Brother—I hasten to express to you, as Grand Master of Ire
&nd through your Grace to the Brethren who compose the G
Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Ireland, my dinedi¥f
acknowledgments for the congratulatory Address with which you
have marked and welcomed my restoration to the blessing %
iy - ©P oy
¢ Evesy trae and faithful Mason must be ready at all times'H
bend before the chastenipg hand of the Almighty, as well a¢18'
sdore and magnify his goodness and his mercy. e ens

“ Puring the progress of my disorder, my heart was cheered
my sufferings were alleviated through the divine favour,
consoling attentions as well as by the kind sympathy of my fri¢fidl,
and now that the same gracious Providence has been ‘31' a8 'ﬂ“
remove the veil of affliction, and to bring me back to the ’9@5
ment of life’s ehoicest treasure, the happiness which I'en
increased in a tenfold proportion by the numerous gnd: [543
Addresses which I am proud to have received from those Gy
distant, as also from those who were near. ,

“ And now, my Lord Duke, whilst the opportunity is thus
favorably afforded me as a Brother of our ancient and venerable
Order, I avail myself of it to communicate to your ) Iy
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aemquated health, was greeted at the celebratiolef
this birth-day on the g2r7th January 1837, byua
numerous and happy assemblage of Brethren; and
what -must have l?een. still more gratifying to His
Roysl Highness, by the constelﬁltion o? female
gank and beauty which graced the galleries on that
mémorable occasion. K
' Long before the customary period for taking the
¢hair, every place at the dining tables, which filled
the Hall at Freemasons’ Tavern," was occupied by
the Craft ; and by the time the illustrious guest
arrived, there might be reckoned a greater profu-
sion of Grand and Provincial Grangr collars and
decorations than we ever remembered to have seen
at. one time assembled.

..On the entrance of their illustrious Grand Master,
the Brethren testified by the most enthusiastic

entire satisfaction at hearing of the distinguished exertions which
had made in the last Session of Parliament during the pro-
grese of a Bill in which the interests of our Fraternity in Ireland
were concerned. My unfortunate malady rendered me at that time
wholly incapable of seconding, as I otherwise most gladly would
have done, both by my voice and my vote, your zealous exertionk
Ror did any one more sincerely rejoice than myself at their proud
success. . 1
4 ¢ In conclusion, I must further assure yoyr Grace, that so long
'ﬁ 1 i‘hall continue to preside, by the wishes of my Brethren, over
the Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons in England as theiw
GrandMaster, I shall always endeavour to promote, by évery
means in my power, the best understanding, as well as to cemend
and strengthen the bonds of affection between the respective Grmid
8.of our Fraternity, and among all our Brethren in the three-
fold division of that mighty Empire which is placed under the
dominion of our Gracious Sovereign, who is at once a Brothes;
and the Patron of our Craft. -
¢¢ That you, my Lord Duke, the Grand Master, together with-
all the Brethren under your rule and guidance, may long enjoy
eyery earthly blessing which the Great Architect of the Universe
u:iatow, is the sincere wish and fervent prayer of ’
' “ Your Grace’s i

o ¢ Affectionate Brother and sincere Friend, .
‘“(Signed) AvousTus FREDERICK, G.M.B

< Holkham, 16th Dec., 1836’ ... S o

D
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laudits their gratification at his recovery, and pub-

.

ic re-union with the craft ; and he took his seat on
the right of the chairman, evidently affected as well
as gratified at the reception.

In announcing the toast, the chairman, C. J. K. Tynte, Esq., M. P.
“said that “he felt exceeding difficulty, from his incapacity to do
justice to its merits. He perhaps might have been the better able
to have fulfilled that duty, if he were not, in some measure, de-
terred from its full performance by the presence of the illustrious
individual who was its object. He could, however, declare to their
truly noble guest, that he felt, and was sure that every member of
the Craft felt, the most unfeigned gratification at his presence.
They had all prayed most earnestly for his recovery—they were
now as deeply grateful that their prayers had been realized.

“ The prayer of Masons, and of millions besides Masons, had
been received with favour, and we have now to celebrate the
anniversary of his birth-day; and may he long enjoy such meet-
ings as this. There breathes not a Mason that ever can forget the
benefits that he has conferred upon them. Let us remember that
suffering by illness, he did not forget us—he was never deterred
from furthering our interests. This is a theme on which, how-
ever, I must not dilate, because I feel that his noble and delicate
feelings could not approve all that I could utter in my gratitude ;
and also if I continued any longer, I should delay your owm
expression of enthusiasm to the toast, which is to the health of
His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, M.W.G.M., and
many years of happiness to him.”—(long and continued cheers.)

The Royal Duke rose, evidently affected by the
reception he had experienced, and the recollection
of previous seasons of festivity and masonic inter-
course enjoyed in that Hall. )

1 rise,” said he, ‘ under considerable emotion; and hope, if
by any chance I should break down in my address, it may be at-
tributed to the extreme sensibility by which I am agitated. There
are such a variety of ideas forcing themselves upon my mind, that
it is difficult for me to arrange and select them; and I must
therefore take them as they present themselves, and follow them
out as their tide may direct. Sensations of a conflicting nature
blend together in my bosom—gratitude and regret, sorrow and
enjoyment. In looking round upon this meeting, my first impres-
sion is that, in my own case, something like a miracle has been
wrought—by the blessing of Providence my sight has been re-
stored ; and most deeply do I feel the debt of gratitude I owe to
the Great Architect of the Universe for its restoration; and next
to that Divine power, to the worthy instrument by whose imme-
diate assistance the cure was wrought. Mine is, however, still
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but a light obscure, the strength of which does not enable me to
discern the form of any individual, of that part of our community
who heighten the value of our proceedings by witnessing them
from the galleries, and add to our happiness by their presence.
This is a lesson to me, shewing me the value of what I have re-
gained, but admonishing me not to look further than I ought. I
am informed, there is hardly a lady in those galleries, who is not
connected, by blood or sentiment, with some Brother Mason who
is present. In this they evince their participation in our happiness
and wishes. They come with us to the door of the Holy Temple ;
there they wait our return, and give us a cheerful and ready wel-
come when we join them again. Quite sure am I, after our
Masonic meetings, we are not the less welcome. Turning to those
by whom I am surrounded, I earnestly assure them that I feel
most sensibly their kindness in meeting me here this day; many
I know to their extreme inconvenience, and some have even left
their beds to meet me with congratulation. I feel the compliment
both as a Mason, and as a man. In reflecting on the occasion of
this Fraternal meeting, I cannot forget that its peculiar feature
is the celebration of my natal day, and that at my time of life,
and in my situation, I should be warned that the sun is going down,
and although I can look at it quietly, still it is a warning., And
looking round upon those who are here assembled to greet me, and
full as is the Hall, how many are the pleasant faces and warm
hearts that have passed away from among us, since I last met the
Craft on such an occasion, within the brief period of three years!
Darkness overtook me, but the light is restored, and I again
address you—to detail what my sufferings have been would be a
long story. He who presides over all vouchsafed his protection to
me; and this I tell you with thankfulness, that when the operation
was performed, and the beautiful flood of light burst upon me, most
forcibly was that emphatic expression of Holy Writ brought to my
recollection, the instant I regained my sight—‘ And God said let
there be light and there was light.”—Nor will the first objects I
beheld ever pass from my mind, they were the clouds and the sun-
shine; the sentiments they produced I will not attempt to describe,
because it is indescribable. I feel that I am greeted by many
kind faces; my calendar, however, reminds me that many a warm
heart and happy face that almost ever presented itself, are not now
here! That is painful to reflect upon; but they have met their
reward above. I have now occupied the chair of Grand Master
twenty-five years, and am arrived at that age when the recollection
of sixty becomes lost in the encounters of sixty-five; but I feel,
nevertheless, that my heart is as young, and as warm as ever;
and as long as it retains your trust, your esteem, your confidence,
and your affection, the last drop that flows from that heart shall
be devoted and delegated to you. (Long continued cheers.) The
worthy Brother who proposed my health said that, even in sick-
ness I had not forsaken the interests of the Craft; but my regret
was ever that I could not be more actively engaged in the service

D 2
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of [Brddmhsonryl; axid moet of all ‘did'{ aimeds ‘that Treovibast |
,?;; M.W.G.M. for Ireland, the Duke of La\»tuéiqne,d}h
most active and honest of Masons, in his successful e to pre-
véiit'h ban being phaced on our Brethren in thtt'éou’ﬂg;,‘ia;
byuity iis.as undoubted as yours. You have always wdewtedims
vi;h'gopﬁdence and kindoess—I think I may say that, I mene
ahnsed them, at least willingly I never did—to err is ht
“ | Whenever an erroris known to be involuntary, it should ‘Alwiy
retxoumed. ‘I have come amongst you with feelings of - grrafitmde
Jintensp anxiety ; but they almost unman me. The Top. !
o 'gnda causes an awful blank; and so many other ideas pres
4ptn 'md—such as the remembrance of the great good tlu'? ‘Has
bedn ‘effeeted in this roem; the spirit of intelligence ' that' ns
! l,gmin. agdvanced—by which vice has been prevented ; and lpt me
add also, that no social virtue has been neglected. The entrgnce
into such a place where such principles reign, causes a holy sen-
etion, which proves that good actions and good works are bless-
ings flowing from the comprehensive examination of Masoary.
May the Great Architect of the Universe instil into t.he'hg’n of
évery Mason a deep sense of his might and mercy. -
7'4¢ I shall thus close my address to you, invoking His bhledsing
ypan xou all—and when it shall come to your turn to be calfed
away, may you feel that hope which every well-regulated mind cap
aloné rely upon.” o
te s 1 ol
.,The impression made on the meeting waa .in
erfoct, harmony with the address, and was . mdri.
g;ted by the utmost attention, and with one- or twe
pxceptions, a marked avoidance of approbatory ip-
erruptions ; and the deﬁarture of His Royal High-
ness. was marked by the same demonstrations. of
B
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madb.an indelible impreseion on His Royal Highe
fiésss Wensitive nature. Freemasonty had'atfaitred:
unidér “his active superintendence, a dignified” posis
tion, which commanded the respect -of .seriotig:and
thinking men amongst all classes of the cotnrytipityy
and his persevering care, throughout such. a lengthz
ened.: -period of time, has become almost idemtified
with rts prosperity and reputation. ' The ?é%?ﬁ%i

houpkil

were not satisfied with a simple expression

gratitade to the Almighty for his goodness-.in me
storing their beloved ruler and chief, ‘but a pithife
tgstimonial was in progress, which ripened ipto)4
harvest, -equally honourable to themselves, andito
the rqya.lilject of their love and esteem. ' ' “x®
" 'At” the "March Quarterly Communicatipn,’, a
motion- was. made by Brother Lythgoe, materially
sffecting the principle of Art. vi. %a 19 of “the
Constitutions.  Brothers Philipe, gtl: Sangiter,
Mec Gillivray, and Crucefix, severally expressed their
opinions against the proposed motion, whick was
ultimately withdrawn. Some other 'ndtites of
‘motion were offered, but the time having’ dldpded,
they could not be received; and it 'was-intimated
féom the throne, that in fature all notices 'of ietioh
must come through the Committée 'of -Master.
Ohe 'of these notices was to the foHowirg Jeffget™
“That the state of the Funds of the Royal Brée-
masons’ School for Female' Children b t&kén'Into
consideration at the next Quarterly Cominunivativt,
with’ a view that the financial ' diffichltiéd of.'thit
Tustitution may be relieved by the €vahd Fodge
(. A Sub-Committee of theii{ie‘ﬂdé’of“ thes Asylurh
foraged and decayed Freemasons, which!whs held
‘pavly itr theispring of this yesr, annotmeed that the
Hesign i was profressing favourably: W Phe riles, dt
ithis' period, . appeared so' full - of ‘béwevelenbe' and
lgobdawill o' man) that it was @&g‘eﬂ{l wtronized Yy
‘the Fraternity ibv every:part:of the globe. - In India
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and South Africa appeals were made by the con-
stituted authorities 1n its behalf; and at the Cape
of Good Hope, the following circular was distri-
buted amongst the Craft:

¢ It having been proposed, by our Brethren in England, to erect
-and endow an Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons, a sub-
scription has been opened, under the sanction of the Right W,
Prov. Grand Master, for the voluntary contributions of South
Africa, in aid of that desirable object. Subscriptions will be
received by the Hon. J. B. Ebden, and W. Gadney, Esq., Cape
Town; and by W. M. Edye, Esq., Graham’s Town. By order of
the R. W. Prov. G. Master.”

In this year our Royal Patron King William
IV. paid the debt of nature, after a brilliant
Masonic career of half a century. He was initiated
in the Prince George Lodge, No. 102, and raised to
the third degree on the 13th of March 1786; and
two years afterwards enrolled himself a Member of
the Prince of Wales's Lodge. In 1790 His
Royal Highness was constituted Patron of Royal
Arch Masons, on the demise of the Duke of
Cumberland, his Uncle; and in 1792 served the
office of Junior Warden in the above Lodge; the
Duke of York being Senior Warden; and the
Prince of Wales, Véorshipful Master. Later in
life he succeeded to the Chair of the Lodge ;*
and when he ascended the Throne of these Re:ﬁms,
signified his gracious pleasure to become the Grand
Patron of the Order. His Majesty contributed
to the Masonic Schools, and other benevolent
Institutions; and His Royal Consort, Queen
Adelaide, liberally supported the Female Charity,
of which she allowed herself to be nominated the
Patroness. His Royal Highness the Grand Master,
in a speech before the Grand Lodge, thus
%esci'ribes his Royal Brother’s attachment to the

raft.

¢ See Preston’s Illustrations, 14th and 15th editions, p. 416.



OF FREEMASONRY. 55

. “In the character of a Mason our noble King shone forth in
splendour, Young and enthusiastic, when he first wore the
Apprentice Apron, he has often declared that the moral impres-
sion made upon him at his initiation never could be effaced; and-
it may safely be affirmed, that the principles of our blessed Order,
were so firmly fixed in his upright mind, that they tended to
make clear what without them might have been difficult. As a
Brother in Masonry, he acted as a faithful Craftsman; as a
Master of his Lodge he protected its interests; and as Patron
of the Order, he shed a lustre around it the more brilliant from:
his private conduct, than from the regal splendour which emana-
ted from the crown he wore.”

The Grand Master moved an address of condo-
lence to the Queen Dowager on this melancholy
event; and of congratulation to Queen Victoria on
her accession to the Throne. And after His Royal
Highness had retired, Brother Crucefix moved, and
Brother Moran seconded an address of condolence
to the Grand Master, which was unanimously

eed to. Similar addresses were presented from,
:ﬁ Grand Lodges of Scotland and Ireland. |

All this time the institutions for educating,
clothing, and apprenticing the orPhan children of
indigent decea.sex{) Brethren, continued to flourish
and increase; affording an unobjectionable evidence
of the general tendency of Freemasonry, by the
blessings which were conferred upon these destitute
children, thus rescued from calamity and perhaps
crime ; and furnished with the means of securing
and maintaining a position in society, that, even
their parents, had they lived, would have been
unable to effect. Some judicious arrangements, in
behalf of these Schools, were made at the Quarterly
Communication in June, at the earnest recommen-
dation of the Grand Master, which received the
sanction of the Grand Lodge.

A most interesting exhibition of the Children
took place on the day when our beloved Queen
attained her majority. They were assembled in
the School-room to appear before the Governors,



,mmb?l;,e(l both by the children and their hene-
s, - . : wozd sw
-"ﬁ'ﬂpr Hibernian Brethren, in Grand a8tm-
‘16, agreed on a resolution at the June Mpétifig, |
pwhieh, if it were adopted as a general rule om :
elestion of Officers even in grivate Lodges,; - would
operate for the benefit of the Craft. The regulatiin
wequires, a8 a test of fitness for office, some p
vieds regularity of attendance, and provides, -*:

'n¢ Officer shall be approved of, who, havipg sérvh
adormer office, shall be found not to have atten.
wither by person or proxy, four times, at:least;-in
Iﬁq"rhalf-year'of office.” oo e b
+This regulation might be beneficially introdwasd
iete the ‘By-Laws of all our Lodges, ‘which:-cxa
Yty be successful in their operation, by & striéh
zogularity amongst the Brethren in the performanes
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who have not yet had the advantage of initiation.
Whether we look towards the North or the South.
or extend our view from East to West, the pros-

ect is equally satisfactory. The true spirit of
E‘reema.sonry is at work, and gratifying consequences
will crown her labours.

The Quarterly Communication in December,
being the first occasion of a new election of Grand
Officers sincc the Grand Master’s happy restora-
tion to the light of Heaven; it was numerously
attended, and Brother Moran moved the nomina-
tion of, His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex,
as most Worshipful Grand Master for the ensuing
year. In doing so he said it would ill become him
to endeavour to describe, in the manner they
deserved, the Masonic virtues and urbane conde-
scension of their present Grand Master. It had
been said by a character of antiquity of one of the
purest and most virtuous men of his day, when
another attempted his eulogy—*“why praise? Who
has ever blamed?” If it was necessary any where
to speak to the feelings of men, in order to induce
their good wishes towards the Duke of Sussex,
here, at least, in this Grand Lodge, such necessity
could not exist.

this year on
ry; -some of
. others were
1asons’ Quar-
d remark on
tutions; viz.,
to the same
he mover in
Lin a forcible
» this article,
ential to the
or even the
mient, if not
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an uupleasant effect. There are many persons who
would be well disposed, and even desirous of offer-
ing an opinion upon current questions, but are
revented by the time and attention of Grand
odge being pre-occupied. We do not hesitate Itf
say that the time of Grand Lodge is wasted whe
ever any deviation from the wholesome statute is
permitted. Masonic Law embraces all that is
necessary of a moral and equitable power; we want
nothing more, and nothing wanting, would rather
not have what does not agree with the spirit of
our code.” _
To this it may be iro er to add, that all
interruptions by those who have already addressed
a Lodge, are indecent towards the Brethren, and
disrespectful towards the W orshipful Master. They
substitute confusion for order, and not only prevent
truth from being elicited, but tend to confuse the
ideas; and thus prevent the Members from arriving
at a just and beneficial conclusion.
The Grand Lod%a began about this time, to en-
tertain the idea of forming a Masonic Library.
The notion is excellent, not merely because it will
furnish the Brethren with the means of access to
‘all Masonic publications, but as it forms an une-
qtlllivocal expression, on the part of the rulers of
the Craft, that the day is gone by which prohibits
the use of the pen; and that the publication of
works on Freemasonry, judiciously written, promises
to be of great utility. By this means meritorious
conduct is displayed and receives its recompense in
the approbation of the Brethren ; while indifference
and neglect is roused and warmed into industry by
the details of flourishing Lodges; and of the ad-
miration of mental reward which are sure to attend.
the exercise of Masonic zeal and activity. This
expression may be hailed by the Brethren with joy ;
because it precludes all prohibition against a public
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discussion of the gemeral principles of - 1
provided the writer possess sufficient tact fo sis
clear of any innovation on our peculiar rites apd
earemonies; and abstain from printing sueh - privaw
transactions of his Lodge, as it might be prudent
to withold. S

* A formal motion for pledging the Grand ' Lotge
to the support of the Asylum for aged and decayed
Freemasons, pursuant to notice, was made by Br.
Crueefix, the Treasurer ; the following communies:
tion from the Grand Master having been previously

repd. |

ot

Signed Avcustus F.—, G.M.

_“The Grand Master having learnt that the subject of the pro-
posed Asylum for decayed Masons was to be brought forward again
inGrand Lodge this evening, thinks it right to repeat the expla-
nation which he made verbally to the Grand Lodge on that subjeny
at a former period. . PP

““Oh that occasion the Grand Master declared, as to the matter
ed, that he was not unfriendly; but in his sitaation-
Grand Master, he could not at present give it the sanctionief : his
name, and thus recommend it to the Grand L and the C
at Tirge. ' That such assent could not be obtained from him un

Hewrs'satisfied that such a sum had been collected, as would Y&k
the, expences for the erection and funiisll:ing tt.lll;t buildings whielt
were proposed, as likewise give reasonable hope 80me prayisign;
Wbl be fanded, which, with a little addicion, might exable the
inkhbitaits of those dwellings to maintain themselves witho#f &
severe pal) upon the existing Funds of the Grand Lodge. .’ i
the Grand Lodge: has already two public charities to snppm;t,:{nd
whidh it is“olyr duty to secure from future wants, by making their

asktit/ funde equl to their present expenditure. Such' ojeét
bping gace gttained, it-would facilitate the consideration and ada-:
hﬁ;'\ of measures favonrable to the new establishment proppsed;;.
b i l

always with the express understanding of the conditiona prer~
Vidi“'mtﬂt" : [ j'[",‘) St
!
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T G M artes has manrooe 10 add, that alchbHgal iy
inafiptions, mey, ye. formed in various. paris 0f the pontngntsyet
%”ﬁpﬁ necessity cannot be pleaded f,or thexr,,e,x‘mea%e \lﬁﬁ@

Urifry, [because “the many charitablé' foundatitnid'{throdfHo
Erglaud, 10 - which the Brethren may have'aodess;iproéladdxh
usgeney; Af; this appeal to their charitable. exertions a3:Msdena{f)
;1.1 Kensington Palace, 6th Dec., 1837.” () .,.[; 501 ofs

Brother Crucefix then made a very patheticlap3
peal to the assembly in behalf of the aged:oBjects of
the proposed charity, which made an evident _jm-

réssion on the Brethren present. It was‘rqf)iggdl
5.)3 by Brothers Lythgoe and Henderson, whoexai
pressed -a fear lest the contemplated institutiosy
should inflict an injury on the existing’ chatitiés.
The latter observed, that “ he did not feel himself;
ealled on to recommend the adoption of the mdtien’
# fts present form; but if the worth)élfo,Qmé“;
would allow a little modification in the wordin
the:resolution, he had no doubt it weuld be:carried’

‘the Grand Lodge with that unanimity whigh his.
was satisfied was so anxiously looked: for byithe
Brother who had brought the question fo Jovoe
bnBrother Crucefix immediately met the i SEstioR,
by withdrawing his original motion, an vmt‘;fﬁﬂml
concurrence of the seconder, immedi frgmedd
attother; and not wishing to occupy. th time 4f
the'Grand Lodge by a reply, the following: resolw:
tien was put.and carried unanimously iLL.:+0 odT>
"1#That this Grand Lodge recommend the, éah:’
tem'gléted1Asylum,'foragedanddecayeél; DeeinBSOns|

to the favourable consideration of the Craft.®u»d doum

T R v dnaiinionly ikl i,
i - Gaistarly, Communication i Mashe
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the projected Institution ; because it furnished an
answer to that frequent enquiry of the Provincial
Brethren, whether the measure had the sanction of
the Masonic Authorities, or whether it was a mere
private speculation? From this period donations
and subscriptions increased ; and the well-wishers
of the charity enjoyed the pleasing anticipation,
that the benevolent design would now be carried
into a speedy and efficient operation. A list of the
subscribers was published, and a code of regulations
circulated amongst the Fraternity.

“ That it is expedient to provide for the wants of the meritorious,
but aged and decayed Freemason, by the erection of an Asylum
to receive him within its sanctuary.

“That a donation of Fifty Guineas and upwards, shall render
the donor eligible to be proposed as a Vice-President.

“That a donation of Twenty Guineas, shall constitute a Life
Governor.

“That a donation of Ten Guineas shall constitute a Life
Subscriber.

“ That Two Guineas annually constitute a Governor.

“That One Guinea annually shall constitute a Subscriber.

“ That Fifty Guineas from a Lodge shall entitle it to the privi-
lege of a Life Governor so long as the Lodge shall exist.

““ That Twenty Guineas from a Lodge shall entitle it to a like
privilege for twenty-five years.

¢ That Ten Guineas from a Lodge shall entitle it to the privilege
of a Subscriber for fourteen years.

“ ApprEss.—The object of the contemplated Asylum is simple
—to provide that shelter and support, in his latter days, for the
worthy aged and decayed Freemason, which nearly all other classes
have already done for those connected with their happier hours,
dependent on their benevolence.

“It would be unnecessary to say any thing in support of such
a charity, to a body with whom the exercise of that virtue, in its
most boundless extent, is a primary obligation. Its friends and
g]}ojectors utterly disclaim all idea of interference with the existing

asonic Charities, but they simply urge this as the crowning stone
of the edifice, as the sacred ark in which those who have, in better
times, contributed to the support of these two admirable Institutions,
may themselves, should the dark hour of distress come, find refuge
and succour.

‘“While England abounds in Homes of Benevolence for the
distressed, it appears a strange anomaly that the aged and decayed
Freemason alone, is without this cheering prospect—an anomaly
rendered more striking from the fact that no body of men has highér
patronage, richer members, or more benevolent objects:” - :
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During this period the Provinces were gainin:
strength by the appointment of efficient Provincia
Grand Masters; and as their duties became more
exemplified by practice, the Brethren increased in
zeal, I;Jy the efficacy of their example. Activity on
the part of the presiding Officers, always produces
energy and emulation amongst the Members. In
Oxfordshire for instance, the seat of learning and
science, Freemasonry had previously made but a
slow and partial progress, although the Brethren
were not deficient in those requisites .by which
stren%th and consistency are to be acquired. But
the absence of a master mind, invested with autho-
rity to fan the glowing embers into a flame, caused
a general listlessness which rendered individual
energy incapable of }Lroducing that reformation in
the construction of the Lodges, which is the mark
of a healthy moral state. '

To remedy this defect, the Grand Master, with his
usual tact, nominated to the office of P.G.M. for
Oxford, one of the best and most influental Brethren
of the Order, the D.G.M. of England, Lord John
Churchill, who was installed in that city, and ap-

ointed his assistant officers with great judgment.
n his Address after Installation, his Lordship
made a few very useful observations, which some of
his Brethren, who hold a similar office in other
Provinces, would do well to treasure up in their
minds. He said ¢ that there existed no record
whatever of any former meetings of the Grand
Lodge, and that to prevent any excuse for further
neglect, he should present them with the necessary
books to enter their proceedings—without due
order and regularity, continued his Lordship, little
good can be effected ; but with two such Lodges as
are now existing in Oxford, I look forward with
the greatest expectation. I have been bred in a
service where the printed regulations are clearly
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loid  dosmmt, - and, any infraction -of anIraicle(eqnr
tadned in them has the penalty sffixed, . so thakishg
oitd;who. offends, knows well what he .will.,sufferd
Ip like-manner, the Book of Constitutions, pointa
aouk #he duties to be. performed, and declares’ thek
8. brpach. of mormal conduct or discipline:is tebel
qondidered a breach of masonic law. I have: beel
tywell drilled into duty at the Board of Generel
yrposes, where I have sat for some yeams, and:haxe
¥ intently watched many cases of imgonnm
:g;t have gome before that meeting, so that I canmpot.
plenad i of my duty ; and among the direer
tians which ate the office of Provincial Grand.
Master I find these words :—¢ The Provincial Grand
Lodge -of each Province is to be assembled by-thg
B.G:M., .or his Deputy, at least once in evory yeas
for husiness, &c.,” 80 that I have no alternative but
toobey. The orders do not simply intimate thay
the Provincial Grand Lodge may be-assenibledy
but: they declare it és to be assembled ; and-aa.l
point. out what -y construetion of the, law:is sk
regieds. myself; I do not hesitate to:telk yonuthak
Idully expeet you.will use your hest endeakariry
to: prowe expers and proficient Masons.” - - . 1 us
gam,Bnethren, of the Humber Lodge, in',King-}
stanppon<Hull, held a Grand Dinner this yéanan
Honolri-of the majority of the Princess Vi¢tdriay
and ngread o an.address of congratulation onithat
apeinto <1t was also. celebrated at Wakefield, by thi
Earl of Mexborough, P.G.M., and the Brethnen ok
WeshYorkshireand many other places in Englind.
g aword, the. Provinces appear to have beekist
Is peériod in a healthy and active state. . Amdled
tifde:prograssed;, Freemasonry gathered strengthy
Ika-alball:rolling; along the deep.sndw oh, & sofE
:gemal*mormngxm’bha winter.geason. . : [oval o

10 Thé/appeintment  pf - Lord. Ramsay. to.the Rresie
delncy; of 1kbe.. Oirder in: Seetdand, -gaxe a favburable
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inipalobsa 1 sbniasctivy i b oAt § and e phrel
sontingehits ~whioh! his” Lordship -sddvesiod: 1o ghe)
Brdtlivel! i 6t ‘His' iristallation, itifusedoalifavolvable
aiticipation of limfuture usefillneds, whickHasbbenl
adswkidgntly verified by facts. Our Soottisly brefhrsty
belnp! now impressed ‘with that!:true prineiplyd of
i benevolence, that the connectiok wiihiep
Brotiver' Mason, united by a obmmonl'éhh%:t
aridithe: practice of mutual: observatioes; ie (16
seveféd by death, if he leave behind hiin 4 family
of destitute orphans, this year projected a Masoni
Institution in Edinburgh for educating and advandg
ihgrthe prospects in life of the daughters of indigent’
dnd" dovessed Froemasons. In their- prelimi
adiiréss, 'they confess that “it has long been held:
amutter of reproach against the Masonic Fraternity
imSewlmd;tiat while, in every part of the empire;!
pre¥ision 'is making for the education bf the diss
trbsdod poor, and the capitals of the sister kingh
donispessess institutions exelusively belongitig ito!
e Craft, which are at once the pride and boast iof
thvel 'nation ; the metropolis, though' rickisirt ot
valauble institutions, esses 'no ‘estpblishiliond
devoted exclusively to the benefit of thejehildren] of
Fsﬁé'rbasfons;' a society which, vlfron;;l:tgeiflemﬂest
period of antiquity, has stdod pre-emihekit: oqtgw:
tiiiabltéixevollgneeyin every ‘qupamv of ithéccivitiged]
woildi? 1By the above - establishment, [thepsfdrey
thby dave nobly redeemed. the oharhewiwbl: }Scotlﬁlh;
al c e Ao Yo bl
bk Brethren of the north: still further @ikstin{
ﬁ:imd :thieinsdlves: during: the:‘presont ! yenr,: b
ldfng. a-Geand/ Assembly a6 Glhagow, uiider th
uhd;tmm bf 1 the ' Lapd: Provost| the--Honeqrable
Wie Mills, who-wee: also! Proviheial 1 Grant 3 sstety|
to level the footstoneiof & mdnwment: to:shie meméry
ofrcatik orblented-and| wertlly | Brother, i Sir:Widlter
Slebtty Batt 5 whoowdeinhtiated inté Masonry.insthé
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Lodge of St. David's, Edinburgh. As every thing
connected with this distinguished individual is of
interest to society at large, it will be necessary to
go somewhat into detail on such a memorable occasion
to Freemasonry. The Magistrates of Glasgow,
Gorbals, Calton, and Anderton, were in attendance,
as well as the entire élite of the country, and the
Brethren of numerous Lodges, who were formed
into a general procession, protected by troops of the
9th Lancers, and the 42nd regiment of foot, from
the Court Hall to St. George's Square, the site of
the intended column. The Brethren, clothed in
full masonic costume, and decorated with official
and honorary jewels, marched four abreast; each
Lodge being preceded by a band of music, and re-
cognised by its appropriate banner. The proceed-
in%were conducted with extraordinary regularity.
“ When the Junior Lodge arrived at the entrance
of St. George's Square it halted, and opened right
and left, and so on with the other Lodges in succes
sion, according to their seniority, in order to allow
the Grand Lodge of Scotland to advance to the site
of the monumental column. On arriving, the
Grand Master proclaimed silence, and the Rev.
Dr. Mc Leod mounted a temporary rostrum erected
for the occasion, and offered up an eloquent and
impressive prayer. After which the ceremony of
laying the foundation-stone was completed, with the
usual masonic benediction.
The Grand Master (the Lord Provost) caused the
Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary to deposit
the j)apers and coins in the cavity of the stone, the
band playing ¢ Great Lights to shine,” during
which the stone was let down with three regular
stops. The Grand Master, with the Sub-Grand
Master, and Grand Wardens before them, then
assed down to the stone, the Grand Master on the

ast, the Grand Wardens on the West, when the
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Grand Master said, “ Right Worshipful Sub-Grand
Master, you will cause the various implements to be
applied to the stone, in order that it may be laid in
its bed according to the rules of architecture.”
The Sub-Grand Master having then ordered the
Wardens to do:their duty,

The usual interrogatories were made as follows : —

Grand Master.—“ Right W orshipful Sub-Grand
Master, what is the proper Jewel of your office ¢
Answer—* The Square.

“ Have you applied the Square to those parts
of the stone that should be square? _Answer.—
“1 have Most Worshipful Grand Master, and the
Craftsmen have done their duty.”

Grand Master.—* Right Worshipful Senior
Grand Warden, what is the proper Jewel of your
office " _Answor.—* The Level.”

“ Have you ap%llied the Level to the stone?”
Answer.—** 1 have Most Worshipful Grand Master,
and the Craftsmen have done their duty.”

Grand Master— Right Worshipful Junior
Grand Warden, what is the proper Jewel of your
office?” Answer.—*The Plumb.”

“Have you applied the Plumb to the several
e&;es of the stone?! Answer.—I have Most

orshipful Grand Master, and the Craftsmen have
done their duty.”

The Grand Master then said, < Having full con-
fidence of your skill in the Royal Art, 1t remains
with me now to finish our work.” He then gave
three knocks on the stone, and said, “ May this
undertaking be conducted and completed by the
Craftsmen according to the grand plan, in Peace,
Love, and Harmony.”—The music thereafter play-
ing, “On, my dear Brethren,” during which the
cornucopia and cups, with the corn, wine and oil, were

iven to the Sub-Grand Master, and the Senior and
unior Grand Wardens. These they delivered to
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the -@rand Master, in turn, who spresd ‘the ¢,
the wine, and the oil on the stone, and, p;;d” ancal
the Grand Benediction—‘ May corn, wine;: lﬂ.
and all the necessaries of life, abound amongb

throtighout, the world, and may the blessing of;the
Supreme Grand Architect of the Umm

this'undertaking, and may it be preserveld ‘to t!!e
latest ages, in order that it may g romote the. views
for .which this monument is to be erected.”: .: The
Band then played the “ Mason’s Anthem,” and'’ the
Grand Master returned to the platform. The music
baving ceased, the assembly was addressed by lhn
P.G.M., who said,— L

“ Principal Macfarlane and Gentlemen. We have perfnrmed an
act which, while it honours the dead, at the same time honpun
the living. By erecting a monument to departed genius, we Jeave
to our éaostenty a tangible proof that the generations -among
whom Sir Walter Scott lived were in so far worthy of him, thas
they could appreciate his merit. 'We have been domg what,
perhaps than any other act, helps society forward in the roadﬁ
social improvement. Every monument erected to a gtewf.
good man, is an ever fresh moral lesson to the ppblic. Wehw

een doing what tends to cement society—in all that epncerns
then—in the matters of public and domestic life—in the ¢
af this world and the hopes of the next. There are md w
nature there ever must be, a diversity of opinions a.mi
Experience seems to teach, that in the society where, th e,
gost freely expressed—where men most freely emulate eac ﬁ
enideavours to promote their favourite views—the gtea.best
coveries are made, and the greatest actions are performed. But
ivalry and emuhtxon alienate men and, cultivate the less ; ble
Eﬂssxohs It'is good therefore, to seize on all those o0&
sthich can re-unite ws .in that love which is one of theé 'basti
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Cipgnishod fepture aze Gy powar of noting anl cipreseing dile
% ianties of  character, as well as the fertility of .lpfyepqm
0 LM Wllobt Bire-sides—from ‘the living inmates of who
ckimnelodercirelew. his charaoters were drawn-can Toel ‘b it
3 idauﬁz.with nature. We have sat at table with~—we havg
%‘ hands with—we have quarrelled and been friends H\;H:l
&mﬁe Dinmonts, his Cuddie Headriggs, and last, ‘oué
awst/Jenst; | his Bailie Nicol Jarvies. There can be no testimoty
she; truth of his portraits so strong and credible as ours,: . Banefig
is from those less familiar with his proto?'pes that testim
fifast be borne of the power and originality of his genius. It m
beka left to posterity to bear this testimony. Already his’ faine
hapy bhen echoed back to us by distant lands, in which a di
constituted society judges as impartially of his merits as, the latest
posterity will be able to do. It must be pardoned us if we
indulge in a feeling of self-gratulation, that, while every am:ile‘g
has been expressed to pay a tribute to the memory of Sir'Wa
Scott, Glasgow has been first to realize the honourable intention,
He has deserved it at our hands—his heart and imagination were
wedded to the old chivalrous times—and yet no man has delinea-
ted with a more graphic hand, the peculiarities of the founders
of that state of society in which we of this country live—the
ofiginators of that self-reliance and persevering enterprize whi
has changed the face of the whole country around us, and whi¢
yill change it to something nobler and better still. Gentlemen, J
téturn my sincere acknowledgments to all who have assisted me in
the discharge of this pleasing and important duty. To. the
Brethren of the Grand Lodge: to the Committee of Management
to the Members of the various Public Bodies who have l‘avoure'_d,u#
with their company: to the whole of my Fellow Citizens, with
Whom solemnities like this draw closer the cords of love, first
by more onerous, and therefore, more anxious ties: to all, "thi
manument, when completed, must be an interesting object.

e it must be eminently so, from the gratifying recpllectipns 3t
will ever awaken in my mind.” D v o

“ The very Rev. Principal Macfarlane, retyirtiad
thanks in an appropriate speeeh ; at.the eonclusion
of which the band struck up the Mason's  Anthetry
gnd the Brethren moved off to their respeotive
Lodge-rooms. - L e
In" other parts of Scotland the Brethren weré
pually active and zealous; and took a partjn afl
public. works. . At. Aberdeen . the foundation. stene
of the- Marischal College was laid - with Mas
ipngurs; by the Duke of Richmond, The Brethre
' the: Operative Lodge .at Dnndee assembled .in
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gx;cession at Carnousie to open the Royal Vietoria
ilway. At Dumfries, the Provincial Lodges, to
the number of twelve, under the direction of the
D.P.G.M. were convened to assist at the ceremonial
of laying the foundation stone of St. Mary’s Church ;
and about the same time several Lodges assembled
under the proper authorities, to lay the first stone
of the new Harbour at Stotfield Point.

This year was also distinguished by an important
petition from Western India, which shews the
anxiety of our Colonial Brethren to augment the
influence of Freemasonry in those distant provinces
of the empire. The object of the petition was to
induce His Royal Highness the Grand Master, to
constitute a Grand iodge for those parts, and
appoint a District Grand Master, with power to
nominate his Officers ; and also Special Deputies
for the more remote parts of the extensive province
of North Western India; and to legislate generally
for the benefit of Masonry there. This would
undoubtedly be beneficial to Freemasonry, and
lead to the most gratifying results; inasmuch
as in the absence of competent authorities, the
Brethren in situations remote from the Mother
Lodge, are apt to relapse into apathy and indiffe-
rence, from an apprehension that their proceedings
might not be in strict accordance with the con-
stitutions of the order; besides the disadvantage
which arises from the want of an anthorized leader,
who is duly qualified to direct and influence the
general affairs which unite the individual Lodges
of a district with each other, and promote the
unanimity of sentiment and action whic{; is essential
to the welfare and prosperity of any public institu-
tion. At asubsequent Quarterly Communication of
Grand Lodge, the Grand Master announced, that
in consideration of the above petition, it was his
intention to place those Provinces under the care of
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the Grand Registrar, with power to nominate a
Deputy Grand Master, and other Officers, until His
Royal Highness shall appoint his own immediate
representative. The intelligence was received in
India with the greatest satisfaction.

In the month of February, the D.P.G.M. for
Dorset, laid the first stone of a new Guildhall at
Weymouth, with Masonic honours, after an appro-

iate sermon by the Rev. Willoughby Brassey,

.G.C. In Maya convocation of the Brethren was
holden at Wakefield, by the Earl of Mexborough,
P.G.M,, for the purpose of laying the foundation
stone of the New Exchange in that populous and
improving town; at Sidmouth the first stone of a
new Pier was deposited in the name of the Princess
Victoria, by the Rev. Dr. Carwithen, D.P.G.M.
The Masons of Bath, although not solicited to assist
in the ceremonial of laying the foundation stone of
an obelisk intended to commemorate the day when
the Princess attained her majority, determined, by
a public dinner, to display their attachment to the
reigning family, and as a demonstration of respect
to that member of it who is heir apparent to the
throne. In August the fraternity assembled at
Northampton, to assist in levelling the foot stone
of a new Church, in All Saints Parish, which was
deposited by the Marquis of Northampton; and at
Birmingham the same ceremony was performed at
the commencement of Bishop Ryder’s Church, by
the Bishop of Worcester, and N. L. Torre, Esq.
D.P.G.M. of free and accepted Masons for War-
wickshire.

Several testimonials to meritorious Brethren
distinguished this year. In January a snuff box
was presented to Brother James Burns, L.L.D.,
F.R.S., P.G.M. for the Western Provinces of India ;
in March a silver tankard to Brother Provost
Rautherford, of St. Andrew’s Lodge, Scotland; in
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April a silver vase to Brother Dr. Burns, previousl
to his departing for India; and a valua{le wa
and case to Brother Peter Thompson, of the Lodge
of Instruction, London. In May a silver cup to
Brother W.P. Norris, Grand Steward’s ;
and a silver salver to Brother Eales White, of the
Lodge of Unanimity, Taunton. In June a silver
waiter and tea service to Brother Thomas Brutton,
Staﬁ}),td; and in December a silver cup to Brother
Dr. James Rattray, Kilwinning Lodge, Glasgow; a
silver medal to Brother the Rev. James Norval, St.
Peter’s Lodge, Montrose, and a silver snuff box to
Brother M. H. Bracken, Masonic Lodge, 643,
M(")l{ltrose. axls : tailto b b oo
. These details cannot fail to be gratifying to e
lover of the ancient science. %en ?v% obs::z
wealth, rank and talent combining to confer homous:
op an institution of universal benevolence ;. amid:
“the great ones of the earth” clad in the b of:
innocence, and united in the bond of friendship:
with worthy men in the inferior classes of sodiety)'
to trace wisdom and to follow virtue ; we no longér:
fear for the stability of this great and efficient:'
scheme for promoting the interests of morality snd:
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A CHAP. V.
vi it Ebtory of Freemasonry in the Year 1838.

An:our historical notices of Freemasonry con~
nected with the present times, it is necessary to.
reacrd the progress of the science in every quart¥
of the globe. To confine our observations to our
ommvoountry, would be to circumscribe the Order
within very narrow limits, because Masonry is'
umiveosal in its operation. And though it is freely
admaitted that its energies appear in ‘superior
abtivify amongst ourselves of thg)% nited Kingdom,
qt| its branches, spreading to distant parts 'of'
thetglobe, bud, and blossom, and display healthy"
takens'of an abundance of sound and wholesome’
fruis, .. To these our attention must be directed,
adoarfeelings are highly interested in their behalf,
because the pure principles of the Craft are
observed to be gradually developing themselves in
transactions, which combine great public and
private usefulness. At the commencement of the
year 1838, the Montego Bay Friendly Lodge, in
Jamaica, distinguishef itself by a public display
of much interest to the community, and of
essential benefit to the Lodge. At the annual
inauguration of the Officers, a procession was
formed to Church, and a sermon was preached by
the Rev. Brother Lawson, for the benefit of the
Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons; after
which the sum of £50. was collected. The
Brethren adjourned to dinner, and many benevolent

E



74 HISTORY

speeches were delivered ; while peace and harmony
reigned throughout the entire proceedings. The
day’'s entertainment, from the impressive, orderly,
and correct performance of all the ceremo-
nies and duties, must form a striking evidence
to the inhabitants, of the benefits arising from
Freemasonry ; as the Brethren subscribed liberally
to further the objects of an Institution at so great
a distance, that they could scarcely expect to
participate in the advantages of its operation.

Such meetings as these, where sacred charity
is blended with social mirth, and the mutual in-
terchange of benevolent feelings; do indeed shew
Freemasonry in its true light, as an institution
which fosters and improves the best affections of
our nature; and carries into active operation the
favourite maxim of the wisest and most holy of be-
ings—*“ do unto others as you would have them do
to you.”

The provinces in our own country shewed this
year a considerable degree of activity. Grand meet-
ings were holden in every part of the united kin
dom, attended by the rich and talented, the nobility
and clergy, as well as the more humble brethren
who swell out our ranks by their numbers, respecta-
bility, and moral worth. In many instances pro-
cessions were used, which bore a character of impos-
ing splendour unknown to the fraternity fifty years
ago. The great improvements which have takenm
pfa.ce in the Masonic costume and appointments are
highly judicious, and shew a disposition in our ru-
lers to advance progressively with the times in
display, as well as in science and benevolence. And'
in those instances where processions have been
deemed necessary, the proceedings have borne an
animated and decorous character, that clearly evinces
the decided interest with which Freemasonry is
regarded in the present day; not only by the bre«

g
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thren, but by those who profess to view our trans-
actions with doubt, jealousy, or curiosity; and
deliberate with themselves on the propriety and
prudence of joining our ranks. There are indeed,
many uninitiated persons, who, while they outwardly
affect to regard the order with indifference, actually
take a very great interest in its proceedings, and.
watch our motions with a scrutinizing eye. To all
such persons the activity of our Provincial Lodges,
openly displayed, presents a favourable view of the
craft ; and as in most cases, the unimpeachable
conduct of the brethren exemplifies their profession,
we are at no loss to account for the rapid increase,
both in numbers and respectability, which have;
strengthened and improved the Order in the present

It is quite clear that a great moral revolution
has been effected in the public mind, respecting
the science of Freemasonry. The mists of preju-.
dice which floated before the eyes of our forefathers,
and occasioned feelings and impressions unfavour-
able to the Craft, have been cleared away by
the undisguised record of our social meetings;
and suspicions which were formerly indulged

inst us, for want of Masonic information,
which has been recently furnished freely, are no
longer allowed to operate to our disadvantage.
Hence those who regarded Freemasonry with feel-
ings allied to horror and disgust, now look on it
with indulgence; and many of its prejudiced
opposers have joined its ranks; and laud the
Institution which was once a stumbling block and
an object of detestation. Such is the present
influence of our noble Order. Let the Brethren
be careful to defend the ancient landmarks, and to
adorn the science by the practice of moral virtue;
and soon Freemasonry wiﬁ cover the earth as the
waters cover the sea.

E2
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We have now arrived at an epoch in Masonry.
The subsecriptions were completed for presentinga
trophy to the Grand Master, on his having occu-
pied the throne of the Grand Lodge for a quarter
of 'a cemtury; a fact unexampled in the history
of Masonry, and the offering being ready for
presentation, the Brethren assembled numerously
at Freemasons Hall, to celebrate the Grand Fes-
tival, at which the ceremony was to take place.
Nearly five hundred Brethren were present. His
Royal Highness occupied the throne, being in
excellent Eealth and spirits. When the routine
business was disposed of, Lord John Churchill rose
and expressed himself as follows :—

“I am quite mcompetent to do justice to the toast which I
am about to offer. I shall therefore content myself by proposing
to you the health of our M.W.G.M., an individual whom no
eulogy of mine can affect, and who has so kindly presided qver
us for a quagter of a century.” .

His Lordship then read the following address of
the Committee of the Masonic Offering : :

“To His Royal Highness Prince Augustus Frederick, Duke
of Sussex, K.G., &c., &c., &c., most Worshipful Grand
Master of Ancient, Free, and Accepted Masons of England.

Most Worshipful Sir,

“We, a Committee of the Brethren associated for the purpose
of presenting a votive offering to their Grand Master, respectfully
approach your Royal Highness to express the feelings, and to
fulfil the wishes of the great body of Masons whom we represent.

“For them, Sir, and for ourselves, we fervently acknowledge
the deep debt of gratitude due to your Royal Highness from the
Craft of England. We do honour to ourselves in thus publicly
proclaiming the truth and the boast, that the illustrious Prince,
who, during the twenty-five years now rolled by, has ruled the
order b?' its own free choice, has rendered to Masonry services
unparalleled in its history.

¢ For the high social rank which the Fraternity now holds in
this country—for the absolute exclusion from our peaceful temple
of those divisions, religious and political, by which men are
elsewhere distracted—for our increased and increasing prosperity
we feel and we glory in the recollection how much we owe to your
Royal Highness. The events of the last quarter of a century,
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afford a bright example to other countries, and to future times,
How perfectly, under a wise, benevolent, and zealous rulet, the
freedom of our Institutions may consist with the preservation df
union and discipline, the happiness of our Members, and the

romotion of all those high interests which are the great ol}]ects
of Freemasonry. ‘ B
7~4¢In testimony of the deep sense which we and our Brother
Subscribers entertain of the obligations which we owe, in men
with every member of the Order, we pray your Royal Highness
to be pleased to accept the work of art which is now before is.
It will, we are persuaded, derive value in your Royal Highness's
estimation, from the circumstance, that in this offering of grati:
tude, Masons of all ranks and in all countries have c6ncurré?.
Towards this grateful object, contributions have spontaneously
flowed from Brethren far and near; in Lodges, and as ihdividuals,
from the Provincial Grand Master to the entered Apprentice,
from the British Isles to the farthest parts of the world. The
sentiments which the Brethren entertain towards your Royal
Highness, have proved to be as universal as the principles whiech
they are taught to profess.

““To preserve some record of these sentiments, and the occasion
end mode of their expression, we have embodied, in print, a
statement of the circumstances attending this offering. And we
further pray your Royal Highness to accept this copy of the little
volume from which the future historian may learn hoy strong and

h ow just are the feelings by which we are animated towards our
illustrious Grand Master.

“ Finally, and in the heartfelt consciousness that in this prayer
every good Mason will unite, we supplicate the Great Architect
of the universe, that the favours of Heaven may be continued to
him who has so well deserved them; and that your Royal High-
ness may long rule, in health and happiness, over a grateful and
united Brotherhood.

“Freemasons’ Hall, 25th April, A. L. 5842.”

The offering was raised upon an elevation be-
hind the chair, and covered with a white cloth.
The recess in which it was placed was hidden with
purple cloth, and a vast body of light was thrown
upon the spot. When his Lordshi%prese’nted the
little volume deseriptive of the offering, to His
Royal Highness, Brothers Crucefix and Norris,
who supported the drapery, suddenly withdrew it,
and the offering burst into view amidst general
approbation. ord John Churchill was much
aflected whilst reading the address, and the ho-
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noured object of its acceptance betrayed considera-
ble emotion. The Committee were ranged behind
the chair so as to face the company. After the
applause had subsided, His Royal Highness rose,
and addressed the Brethren in the following

words :

“ Brother R. W. Deputy Grand Master, Provincial Grand
Masters, Officers of the Grand Lodge, and Brethren,—I rise
under feelings of intense interest; and, if I may use the expres-
sion, amuidst a warfare of feelings, to utter my humble and sincere
thanks for the kindness evinced to me on the present occasion.
It is not the trifle that is offered, but the sensation it has pro-
duaced, which affects me; it is of a mingled nature, and conse-
quently very difficult to express.

“ Surrounded by so many faces, seeing so many kind friends,
and yet marking vacancies, crowded as the tables are, which
cast a shade upon thought, it is impossible to feel very lively, or
that I should express myself as I ought. You have kimdly
noticed the past period of twenty-five years—aye, to me twenty-
five years of great anxiety—I have presided over you with fidelity,
yet sometimes with feelings of oppression. Your kindness has
given vigour, and I feel renovated : and from that kindness I have
derived my confidence. In my career I have met with many and
severe trials—trials to whick human nature ought to be exposed,
and which, as a Mason, it was my duty to bear up against. I
have observed many a kind heart has been laid low, aud my
account must be rendered up. On the mercy of God I have ever
relied, and in the rectitude of my conscience I shall lay down my
head in peace. That is a subject which every morning a Mason
ought to call to mind when he supplicates his Maker, and when
he closes his eyes.

“ When the profane, who do not know our mysteries, are carried
away by prejudice, and do not acknowledge the value of our
Society, let them learn by our conduct, that a good Mason is a
good moral man, and as such will not trifle with his obligation.

“ The principles of morality I am bound to enforce, and did I
not, I should betray the confidence you repose in me. For
myself, I want no compliment; no favour. Deeply as I am
indebted to the Brethren, yet I could not receive a compliment
out of the fund of the Grand Lodge. Twice I have refused that
cox;fliment, b that is public property, to be appropriated
to Masonic matters only, and it would be highly incorrect to en-
croach upon it in any other way; and if one farthing of it be
touched for any other purpose than that of charity, you would be
wanting in your duty. The Brethren then listened to me and the
matter dropped. I, however, stated, that if at some future period
a spontaneous and united offer of a compliment, not taken from
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th:vgmblie fund, was decided upon, after twenty-five years of
service, I should not object. 'lPhe Duke of Sussex in accepting

this offering, cannot be accused of robbing the Poor Mason of a
single penny. Arriving at the twenty-sixth year of my Presi-
dency, it is a warning to me how I am placed.

“ My duty as your Grand Master is, to take care that no poli-
tical or religious question intrudes itself, and had I thought that
in presenting this tribute, any political feeling had influenced the
Brethren, I can only say, that then the Grand Master would not
have been gratified. Our object is unanimity, and we can find a
centre of unanimity unknown elsewhere. I recollect twenty-five
years ago, at a meeting in many respects similar to the present,
a magnificent Jewel (by a voluntary vote,) was presented to Earl
Moira previous to his journey to India. I had the honour to pre-
side, and I remember the powerful and beautiful appeal which
that excellent Brother made on the occasion. I am now sixty-
six years of age—I say this without regret—the true Mason
ought to think that the first day of his birth is but a step on his
way to the final close of life, When I tell you that I have com-
pleted forty years of a masonic life—there may be older Masons
abut that is a pretty good specimen of my attachment to the

der.

. “In 1798 I entered masonry in a Lodge at Berlin, and there
1 served several offices, and as Warden was a representative of
‘the Ledge in the Grand Lodge of England. I afterwards was
-acknowledged and received with the usual compliment paid to a
member of the Royal family, by being appointed a Past Grand
“Warden. I again went abroad for three years, and on my return
joited varions Lodges; and upon the retivement of the Prince
Regent, who became Patron of the Order, I was elected Grand
Master. An epoch of considerable interest intervened, and I
became charged, in 1813, with a most important mission—the
union of the two London Societies. My excellent Brother, the
Duke of Kent, accepted the title of Grand Master of the Athol
Masons, as they were denominated; I was the Grand Master of
those called the Prince of Wales’s. In three months we carried
the union of the two societies, and I had the happiness of pre-
siding over the united Fraternity. This I consider to have been
the happiest event of my life. It brought all Masons upon the
level and square, and shewed the world at large, that the diffe-
rences of common life did not exist in Masonry; and it shewed to
Masons, that by a long pull, a strong pull, and a pull altogether,
what great good might be effected.

“1 have endeavoured all through my masonic career, to bring
into Masonry the great fact, that from the highest to the lowest,
all should feel convinced that the one could not exist without the
other. Every Mason owes respect to the recognized institutions
of society, and the higher his station, the more is required from
him. The great power of Masonry is the example—the chain
extends from the highest to the lowest, and if one link shall break,
the whole is endangered,
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“ I recommend to you order, regularity, and observasce .of
masonic duties. If you differ with any Brother, never attribute
sinister motives to him with whom you differ. These are princi-
ples, Brethren, which I hope to enforce; and many a time have
I checked myself from too marked an expression, thinking that a
Brother might not be aware of his position, and we have ed
‘thd matter'in private. I trust in this, the twenty-fifth year of my
Presidency, I may not be considered saying too much by declaring
what I have always done. I am grateful for the kindness and
affection hitherto shewn, and that my government, so far as it may
be' 80/ considered, is one of kindness and confidence. I once
again enjoin observance of the laws, which are founded upon
equity, and not special pleading. Equity is our principle—
honour our guide.—I gave full scope to my feelings in Grand
‘Lodge, and have forgotten all that passed, except those of good
will with which I left it ; and assure the Brethren, that as long as
my services are at my own command, the Grand Lodge may claim
them; but they shall be given honestly, fearlessly, and faithfully.
Again, I sincerely thank the Brethren, and drink good health
to all.”

His Royal Highness resumed his seat amidst
the warmest exhibition of grateful feelings ever
witnessed in Freemasons’ Haﬁl. :

The Masonic offering was a Candelabrum, the
base being about twenty-eight inches long by twenty-
four inches broad ; the greatest extent of the bran-
ches for the lights is three feet by two feet six inches;
and the whole height is three feet seven inchea.
The principal feature of the design is a circular
temple of architecture, formed by six columns of
the Corinthian order, supporting an enriched dome,
crowned by the figure of Apollo. On the frieze ave
represented the twelve signs of the Zodiac. In the
interior of the temple, resting on a tesselated
pavement, is seen the altar with the volume of the:
sacred law unfolded, and the square and oom&)asses-
thereon. The temple is raised on a circular pedestal,
which again rests on a square plinth or step ; on the
Erojectinv angles of which are seated four figures em-
lematical of astronomy, geometry, sculpture and ar-;
chitecture. Astronomyis contemplating the heavens
and holding in one hand a sextant, and in the other
a telescope, her head crowned with stars as with a



OF FREEMASONRY. 81

diadem, five in number. Geometry is depicted. as
comtemplating the globe, measuring its parts and
ageertaining 1ts proportions with the compassesi;
and the mystic triangle is marked on her pede‘/stél
correct. Sculpture is represented with the mallet
and chissel, Eaving just completed the bust éf
Socrates, emblematical of the devotion of the fine
arts to the promotion of the moral virtues. Archs
tecture is typified by the plan of a temple which
she is unfolding to view. The whole of the temple,
with its classical accompaniments, is placed on a
superb base. From the angles spring four branches
for lights, the cup to receive the lights being in the
form of the lotus leaf. The whole may be used as
a candelabrum when artificial light is required, or
otherwise without the branches in its more simple
form, without appearing imperfect. The base ha

on ‘each of its four faces an ornamented pa,n'e]?
Three of these are enriched with historical tablefs
in low relief and the fourth contains the inscription

Fhe frames of these tablets are ornamented with
the dlive, corn, and pomegranate, emblematical of
those blessings of Providence which Masonry teaches
us to diffuse and employ for the welfare of our fe]x
low creatures. The tablet on the principal face
represents the Union of the two Fraternities of
English Freemasons, so happily accomplished by
His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex in con-
junction with His Royal Highness the late Duke
of Kent, in the year 1813. The two illustrious
Grand Masters, surrounded by their respective:
Grand Officers and other Brethren, are represented
a8 ratifying and completing the Act of Union ; the’
instrument of which was forthwith deposited in the
Atk of the Covenant, the symbol of the Grand:
Edifice of Union. The all-seeing Eye of Providence
is'tepresented as casting its refulgent rays on the
deed. The tablet to the left of the above regresents"

E
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Solomon receiving from his father King David, the
plan of the temple to be erected at Jerusalem, ac-
cording to the instructions which the Almighty
had communicated to him in a vision. The third
tablet represents the temple completed, and King
'Solomon in the act of dedicating it to God’s holy
service. The fourth tablet contains the inscription,
which is as follows :—
' ToO

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS

PRINCE AUGUSTUS FREDERICK
DUKE OF SUSSEX, K.G.,
&c. &c. &c.
IN COMMEMORATION OF COMPLETING
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS
GRAND MASTER OF ENGLISH FREEMASONS,

FROM HIS AFFECTIONATE BRETHREN.
1838.¢

A grand masonic féte was this year given in
Dublin by the brethren of St. Patrick’s Lodge, No.
50, to upwards of a thousand of the élite of that
city, including the Viceroy, and her Excellency
the Countess of Mulgrave and suite, who arrived at
‘the Rotunda, where the entertainment was given,
in six carriages, escorted by the 8th Hussars; and
were received by Past Masters Baldwin, Tenison,
Wright, and Fitton ; and a procession was formed
‘to conduct the vice-regal party to the throne room.
The apartments for dancing and refreshments were
beautifully decorated with masonic banners and
devices; and brilliantly illuminated with or molu
lustres, disposed with great taste and magnificence.
The band of the Royal Fusileers, in full uniform,
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canopy curtained with light blue moreen and car-
peted with scarlet, had been erected for their

,mce‘s_tillon
‘ en the rooms were filled, the scene was very
y and imposing. The radiant array of white and
lue plumage; the exquisitely wrought dresses of
every tint and hue, which varied taste could sug-
est; the sﬁarkling of diamonds, and eyes stﬁl
righter, flashing from the countless beauties whose
Ppresence graced this gorgeous assembly, combined
with the various military uniforms, and the costly
insignia of the brethren, rich in ¢ the grandeur and
glory of jewelled gold,” tended to heighten the effect
and throw a pleasing variety over a scene which
looked like a &iry festival in an eastern romance.

The members appeared in the new uniform of the
lodge No. 50. Tllie coat black, velvet collar and
cuffs, lined in the skirts and breast with white sa-
tin; the button silver, having on it in raised cha-
racters, the square and compasses surmounting the
letters 3.39.9L. (St. Patrick’s Lodge) and underneath
the figures, 50. The brethren not departing from
the cherished principles of Freemasonry, but on
the contrary being anxious to promote employment
amongst the impoverished weavers, appeared in ta-
binet or poplin vests of various colours, for the most
E:.rt embroidered in gold or silver of the most ela-

rate workmanship. The Brethren of 50 being
the hosts, in order to distinguish them from those
enrolled under other warrants, wore rosettes of blue
satin ribbon on their right arms.

The vice-regal party promenaded during the in-
tervals of dancing; when an orchestral band, which
was also in attendance, performed a melange, con-
sisting of selections from Rossini’s Guillaume Tell,
the Overture of Tancredi, Mozart’s la Nozze di
Figaro, and other pieces of an equally popular de-
scription.
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The banquet was conducted on & principle of
unusual splendour, regardless of expence ; and ac-
commodations were made for a thousand persons.
The Throne for the Master was placed -on' a:plat-
férm -one foot above the level of the chief table, and
covered with crimson cloth. At the back were the
lodge banners crosswise, supporting a canopy of
blue velvet, trimmed with gold bullion, &c. The
figure of St. Patrick was emblazoned in the centre
of the frieze, which was conspicuously surrounded
by the rose, thistle, and shamrock; descending
from the proscenium, which was supported by alle-
gorical figures, was a radiating star of seven points,
in the centre of which, in royal purple, were the
initials ¥, W. most beautifully emblazoned, and
presenting1 a complete ckef’daowvre of art. In the
centre table, was a marble bust of the Queen, cano-
pied with exotics, and surrounded with masonic
and mythological devices, arches of confectionary,
and pieces montees of burnished gold. The utmost
order and regularity prevailed on this memorable
occasion ; and the most beautiful remark of Lord
Mulgrave, after his health had been proposed by
the W. M., merits the notice of every PPree and
Accepted Mason. His Excellency rose and said,

‘ He certainly must plead guilty to the charge of not being a
member of the time-honoured Order of Masonry. I regret,” he
added, “ that I am obliged to admit this; my only consolatidn,
and it is a great one, is, that I suffer under this defect in common
with the entire of that part of the creation which is generally ad-
mitted to approach nearest to perfection; and no Irishman can

" venture to pronounce that to be a great error which is committed

by all those lovely ladies around, whom it would be high treason
against the laws of gallantry to deny to be faultless.”

- Having already exceeded the space which; ina
brief and general history of the Craft, ¢can be ap

priated to the proceedings of an.individual lodge,
we close our account of this most gratifying display.
But it reflects credit'to Freemasonry in general,
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and to. the Members. of * Fifty ” in particularf to
have thus succeeded in uniting the. honours of ma-
sonry and hospitality, by assembling together, under
the masonic banner, not merely “the high and lofty
ones of the earth,” but also, as Bro. Ellis, whp
officiated as Chairman on this interesting, occasion,
wvery. felicitously observed, in proposing the ¢onekud-
ing toast, ot wfd

o2 te ovqrof
¢ A lovely band of ladies, culled from the garden of 'Iﬁls’h
beauty, and conducted by our fair and noble guest, the Counteds
of Mulgrave. To attempt a description of the leader, ot of tHe
‘band, were alike futile. To paint in words the. bright gyesr-the
lips steeped in loveliness, and the golden hair in whose flowi
locks love has this night spread a thousand nets, is altogéther
impossible, unless I were that favoured fairy who spoke: pearls;
and to express our feelings towards the possessors of thiose beauties
is equally impossible, unless my lips were touched with fire. To
Her Excellency, and to that lovely band, we owe every sentiméht
of -pleasure and delight which we have this night experienced.
They have spread happiness on every side around them-—
have poured upon our festival the rosy light of beauty, and h? ve
made our Banquet-hall (like the sea whence Venus sprang)'‘fo
teem with all the graces. To say that Her Excellen swﬁmes
and accomplishments render her worthy to be the leader of} that
band of beauty, is as high a compliment as can be paid, in my
opinion, to any body ; and yet not more than truth; and to’(fig”
that we desire to see Her Excellency often filling  that. xt.a
guished station, is only to give utterance to a sentiment/which s
swelling at the heart, and bursting to the lips of eyery 'Brot}uer
of the Order.” o

The annual festival of the Asylum for Aged and
Decayed Freemasons was celebrated in the month
of June, and numerously attended. Bro. Alderrin
Thomas Wood in the chair ; who, in the course of
the evening, advocated the wants and distresses of
his aged Brethren with equal ability and zeal.” He
met every objection with deliberate argument and
-unanswerable fact ; and in a speech of great extent
angd, power, £leaded the sacred cause of charity with
such’ aveswhelming effect, that the .subsoriptions
exiccaded . £800.. - - . w

~1Compmunications of great importance were ‘sib-
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mitted to the Grand Lodge of Ireland, at the July

meeting, from the Grand es of Scotland, New
York, and Virginia, praying for the establishment
of a friendly intercourse between the Brethren of all
the respective countries ; which being referred to a
Committee, it was resolved, that a friendly commu-
nication between the several Grand Lodges is most
desirable, inasmuch as it will promote that good
feeling and paternal intercourse which is to be ad-
vocated among the Craft all over the globe, and will
operate to a considerable extent in checking impro-

riety ; as by mutual exposure of such cowans and
Ead masons a8 have been excluded from the Craft,
for their improprieties in other Grand Lodges, im-
position on the charitable and true Mason will be
checked ; exclusive of saving the Craft from the
contamination which they must suffer by association
with such excluded Masons.

In like manner, during the following year, Bro-
ther Hebeler, of the Grand Lodge of Berlin, and
Brother Burmester, of the Grand Lodge of Ham-
burgh, were respectivelyintroduced as representatives
of those Grand Lodges in the Grand Lod.%z of
England ; and, by the appointment of His yal
Highness the Grand Master, took their seats as
Past Senior Grand Wardens; and Brother J. Peter
Esser was delogated, with the same rank, to repre-
sent the Grand Lodge of England in the Grand
Royal York Lodge of Berlin.

Such a friendly intercourse amongst the great
bodies of Masons in every nation and province,
would be most beneficial, for the order is universal.
It gives a preference to no country or people;
regards neither colour, language, nor climate ; but
proceeds in its sober course, on the broad principle of
that general relationship which exists amongst all
people as the children of a common parent, and the
creatures of a benevolent God ; and stretches out
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its arms of love to all mankind without respect of
persons, because all the world are brethren,

This year the * New Temple,” Freemasons’ Hall,
was altered, emlarged and beautified, under the
superintendence of %erother Philip Hardwicke, Esq.
Grand Superintendent of Works. On removing
some portion of the roof of the New Temple, the
timbers were found so affected with the dry-rot as
to render it necessary to take off the entire roof,
and renew it in a more substantial manner. It is
the opinion of the architect, that had this exami-
nation been delayed, the structure itself would not
have lasted four years longer; so subtle and so
destructive is the dry-rot, that from the wood-work
it affects gradually the bricks and even stome, in
the very heart of which it is often found. It has
the character of a “mushroom™ in the rapidity of
its growth with that of the mildew in its destruc-
tive effect. Whatever difference of opinion may
exist on the propriety of incurring the expence,
necessity appeared to sanction the policy of a com-
plete restoration of the Temple. From the effect
of this improvement the Brethren are furnished
with ample accommodation at the Quarterly Com-
mittees of the Craft, and the Convocations of the
Supreme Chapter of the Royal Arch. It is better
adapted for hearing; and the display of Grand
Officers on the elevated platform is a sight cheering
and imposing to the Brethren beneath.

At tge close of the year 1838 some symptoms of
an organized opposition to the establishment of the

rojected Asylum for aged and decayed Freemasons

gan to appear. At the Grand Lodge in Decem-
ber, a communication was made from His Royal
Highness the Duke of Sussex, in which, as we
have already seen, he expressed a fear that this
institution would touch on the existing charities.
Many excellent and worthy Brethren entertained

o~
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the same apprehension, thinking that: an object,
how meritorious soever it might be, would be
purchased at too dear a rate, if attended with
eopardy to establishments whose benefits have
{wen tested by experience. An absolute good m
possession being considered of greater value, than
another in prospect. It will be seen that these
incipient fears ripened into discord between the
parties; which has become matter of deep regret to
the moderate portion of both; inasmuch as such
differences amongst the fraternity create gren
scandal, and wealg(en the bonds by which its hold on
ublic sympathy is cemented and confirmed.
reemasonry is a system of peace, order, and har-
mony. The elements of dispute and division are
not found in any of its institutes. The Brethren
meet on the level and part on the square.: :Tha
utmost extent of fraternal affection whieh - cans
subsist between man and man, is expected 10i be
displayed amongst the Brethren of our order -im:
a Mason’s Lodge. It is enjoined equally in the ans.
cient Charges, the Constitutions, and the Lecturesiy-
and the world at large, amidst all their cavila and
objections on other points, are inclined to give us-
credit for our brotherly love. ‘
The Brethren localized in Sidney have constituted.
themselves into Lodges; and even in this remote
uarter of the globe, the reports are most gratifying.
his year the Masonic body presented an address
to Sir Richard Bourke, K.C.B. the Governor, on:
his departure from New South Wales, which was:
raciously received ; and in his reply, the Governox-
%ears testimony to the praise-worthy manner in:
which the Craft was conducted in the colony. «To
our Society,” he said, “ I am a stranger, except by
the knowledge I possess of the charitable and,
aceful conduct which has distinguished its mem- .
Ezrs in this colony. Your public processions have
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been orderly and well conduéted.: Your intércourse
amnongst yourselves, I am happy to learn, is conci-
liatery and friendly in a high degree ; and wishing
you a continuance of the happiness and harmony
that E-evails amongst you, 1 sincerely 'reciproeate
your kind expressions of good will and regard.” i
- The foundation stones accompanied by Masomi¢
honours and formalities are not numerous in thif
year. A few instances however may be put on
record to shew that the Fraternity were not entirely
unemployed. The first stone of a Light House, at
Gibraltar, was laid in the month of April by his
Excellency Major General Sir Alexander Woodford,
K.C.B,, assisted by Brother The Rev. Dr. Burrow,
P.G.M. In June the same assistance was rendered
at the commencement of a series of bridges and
viaducts on the line of the Glasgow and Ayr
Railway, by Brother George Johnson, Esq., G.M.,
of Kilwinning Lodge, and P.G.M. for Ayrshire ;
accompanied along the line by a Masonic procession,
and crowds of spectators in every of life ;'
which produced a singular and imposing effect. In
Anugust the foot stones of St. George’s Chapel and
St. John’s Church, Staly Bridge and Dunkinfield,
in Lancashire, were levelled by Lord Comber-
mere, P.G.M. for Cheshire; and at Sabden, near
Whalley, in the same county, by Le Gendre N.’
Starkie, P.G.M.; at Forres in Scotland, of a new
Court House and Public Offices, by the D.P.G. M.
Brother John Hoyes, Esq., late Speaker of the
House of Assembly, Grenada; of the Glasgow:
Railway, and a Cotton Mill at Greenock, by the -
D.P.G.M., Brother Adam M. Leish, Esq., Provost
of Greenock. ‘

At the close of this chapter it is our pleasing-
duty to record the names of those Brethren whom
the Craft have delighted to honour by testimonials
expressive of their esteem. In March, a Past
Master’s Jewel was presented to Bro. W. Loyd



90 HISTORY

Thomas, Salisbury Lodge, Waltham Cross ; and a
Silver Cup to Bro. C. Gibson, Pomfret Lodge,
Northampton. In May, a Silver Etruscan Vase to
Bro. Barnett Isaacs, Friendly Lodge, Montego Bay,
Jamaica; and in September, a Silver Cup and
Salver to Bro. Wm. Stephenson, St. George’s )Bodgu.
Grenada.

CHAP. VI

History of Freemasonry ¢n the Year 1839.

The best evidence that can be adduced of the
interest which Freemasonry is assuming amongst
all ranks and descriptions of men, is found in the
gratifying fact, that the nobility and gentry are not
only leaders of the Grand and Provincial Grand
Lodges; but in every Province are devoting their
time, and talents, and influence, to the extension of
the Craft, by a regular attendance on the stated
meetings of Private Lodges, and a free participation
in their offices. And these constitute the best pre-
Ea.ration for the highest honours Masonry can

estow. The Right Hon. Lord Southampton fills
the Senior Warden’s chair in the L of Fidelity,
Towcester; the Earl of Aboyne holds the same
situation in the Lodge of St. Peter, in the City of
Peterborough, and is W. M. of the Aboyne Lodge,
in Scotland; the Right Hon. Lord Monson is
W.M. of the Surrey Lodge, Reigate; Sir Edw.
Brackenbury fills the same office in the Shakespere
Lodge, at Spilsby ; and Sir Cuthbert Sharpe, Bart.
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in the Palatine Lodge, Sunderland; Sir Edward
Ffrench Bromehead, Bart. is Senior Warden of the
Witham Lodge, in the City of Lincoln, of which
Colonel Sibthorpe is a Past Master, having actually
occupied the chair of the Lodge; the Hon. G.
Fitzwalt Butler is the Senior Deacon of St. Patrick’s
Lodge, Dublin. In the Lodge of St. Brandon, W.
Justin O'Driscol, Esq. is W. M.; and Captain
Corrigan and Dr. Waters are the Wardens.*

These are among the triumphs of Freemasonry.
They confer dignity on the Craft, and reflect honour
on the noble individuals who thus condescend to
assume the Masonic apron, and assist their more
humble Brethren in promoting the interests of
virtue and science. At a Masonic Festival held at
Clones, Bro. Tenison, Barrister-at-law, an active
and intelligent Mason, made an announcement,
which shews that in Ireland, as in our own country,
the science is openly patronized and practised b
‘wealthy and educated men. He observed that,

"' «The higher orders and well-informed classes were coming
forward to seek the honours of Masonry; why? Because they

were convinced that it did not contain anything derogatory to the
dignity of a gentleman, unworthy the aoceptation of a free citizen;

¢ The Duke of Wellington, when Colonel in the 33rd Regiment
of Foot, was initiated into Freemasonry in Lodge 494, which was
at that time held in the Castle of Dangan, County Meath ; the late
Earl of Mornington, his Grace’s father, being W. M. at the time.
He was duly passed, after the usual examination; and in the
phraseology of the Lodge, entered at the southern gate, and after-
wards raised. The following Brethren, being members, were
msent: many of them, in the words of thenfrish bard, ‘have

n famous in story.”

Bro. Sir James Somerville, | Bro. Willm. Forster

Bart. —— George Lowther, M.P.
— Sir Benj. Chapman, Bart. | —— Earl Mornington
—— Ham. Georges, M.P. —— Marquess Wellesley
— Delvin, late Earl of West- | ——= F. North, Earl of Guildford
meath —— Robt. Perceval
—— Robt. Uniacke, M.P. —— Robt. Waller
— Richd. Boyle, M.P. —— Richd. Leslie

~—— John Pomeroy —— Arthur Wellesley
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<ol to the conacientious scruples of a believing Christias, or
opposed to that allegiance which was due to our Sovereiga

tﬁe Queen. But, on the other hand, that its ordinances
disvipline had been productive of the happy effects of cementing i
personal friendship, people of different creeds and countriés, and
uniting in the sacred sympathies of social life, those who, in thaif
distracted land, would otherwise be divided through the discordant
materials of politics or party. Yes, Sir,” continued the eldquent
Bro., ‘“ persons of property and intelligence are now pressing forx
ward to assist in the resuscitation of Provincial Lodges, encouraged
by the hope of doing good, regardless of the supineness of mere
gominal Masons, and despising the hostility of those, who, wn-

bound lg .
onour's sacred tie, the law of kings;

The noble mind's distinguishing perfection ;

That aids and strengthens virtue where it meets her,

And imitates her actions where she is not
would crumble in the dust a fabric built for the shelter of infant
destitution and aged decay; and which presents a common centre,
where all can associate without being disturbed by the difference
of opinion.”

This representation is exceedingly gratifying,
because it illustrates the general principle that
Freemasom:ly is rapidly advancing into that kind
of notice and publicity, which, while it is thus placed
on a level with the highest and best esteemed
institutions that are devoted to science, will raise it
above them all by its union with charity and prac-
tical benevolence. A great increase took place about
this time, in the Provincial Lodges, amongst the
Clergy ; who appear to have been impressed with a
favourable opinion of the Order, by the fact, that
numerous other admissions were effected by the
recommendation of their example. It is not one of
the least honourable circumstances, in our view of
the Freemasonry of these times, that in every
Province many Brethren in holy orders, are actively
employed in purifying its details and disseminating
its principles upon a sound religious basis ; and the
efficacy of -their co-operation has become visible, in
the moral ascendancy which the science acquires
and maintains, wherever their influence is exertéd
in its behalf. o
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Amongst the Clerical Brethren may be enumer-
ated the following dignitaries : The Archbishop of
Canterbury; the Bishops of Kildare and Elphin;
the Archdeacon of Down; the Rev. Sir Wm
Dunbar, Bart.; the Rev. Doctors Chalmers, Baird,
Carwithen, Brown, Ritchie, Flynn, Burrow, senior,
Wall, Humphrey, Oliver, and many others; not to .
mention the venerated names of Doctors Hemming,
Barry, Coghlan, and other worthies deceased, whic:
will be long remembered with honour. It is indeed
impossible to enumerate all the Clergy who do
honour to the Craft, and are at this time improving
it by their effective {?trona e. They abonnd in
every Province of the United Kingdom ; and stand
forth nobly in this holy cause. Should a reason be
demanded for this, it is supplied in the nature of the
institution, which is founded on the knowledge and
acknowledgment of a God ; and the superstructuré
ira beauti%ul combination of morality, science, and
tniversal benevolence. The true philosophy of Ma-
sonry is embodied in its lectures ; which are a mine
of gold and precious stones; and the industrious
and learned Mason who takes the trouble to searéh
for them, will find himself enriched with the stores
of knowledge there deposited ; for Masonry is a sys-
tem of morality, which, though veiled in allegory, i&
illustrated by symbols, which he may readily un-
derstand. The great excellence of our allegorical
system consists in the happy distribution of history,
science, morals, and metaphysics, in the lectures of
the three degrees. The plan is so judicious that it
is always attended with complete success. The
candidate is first taught the elementary principles
of the science in a few qualification questions, which
priFare the mind for the communication of that
perfect system of morality which is contained in
the first lecture. He is then passed on to the
second degree, where he is furnished with a view of
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science, together with certain traditions, whieh are
the necessary preliminaries to a full revelation of
our history and antiquities, doctrines and legends,
rites and usages, developed in the several sections
of the third lecture.

Thus it appears that the science of Freemasonry
. teaches its candidates, after they have professed
their belief in the being of a God, and their reliance
on him for protection in times of difficulty and
danger—to be good men and true—to rule and
govern their passions, and to keep a tongue of good
report ; it teaches them the theological and cardi-
nal virtues ; it exhorts them to practise the prin-
ciple point of the Order, and to circumscribe their
actions by the point within a circle ;—it draws their
attention to secrecy, fidelity, and obedience, and
endeavours to imprint upon their minds the sacred
dictates of virtue, honour and mercy. These are
accounted preparatory steps, and of indispensable
attainment before the newly-initiated Brethren are
entrusted with the mysteries of scientific knowledge.
Thus trained to the practice of virtue in the
sehool of morality ; they are introduced into the
walks of science; for it is necessary to become
expert fellow crafts, before the true mysteries—
the antiquities, the historical legends, and land-
marks of the order, are finally communicated to
them. These are the reasons why our learned
Brethren in holy orders, are so frequently found
amongst the Patrons and supporters of Freemasonry.
Theyare triumphant and unanswerable, because they
prove that Freemasonry has a tendency to improve
the morals of mankind ; and that hence its practice
will materially assist the clerical Brother in the
discharge of his professional duties.*

¢ In Belgium the same liberality of sentiment does not prevail ;
and Freemasonry appears to have fallen into terrible disrepute.
One particalar proceeding of the dignitaries of the church rather
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In the S rin%a(l)]f 1889, the Pro-Grand Master,
the Earl of Zetland, who had been an active and
zealous officer, and had conferred essential benefits
on the Craft, paid the debt of nature somewhat
suddenly. In commemoration of his services, the
Grand Master ordered that the fraternity through-
out England should be placed in mourning for six
months. The mourning to be worn by Brethren
individually was directed to be as follows.

Grand Officers, Present and Past. Three rosettes of black crape
on the badges; the collar suspending the jewel to be completely
covered with crape, but the jewel to be uncovered.

Masters, Past Masters, Wardens, and other Officers of Lodges.
Three crape rosettes on the badge, and one at the point of the

collar just above the jewel.
AU other Master Masons. Three black crape rosettes on the

e
Fellow Crafts and entered Apprentices.  Two black crape rosettes
at the lower part of the badge.

The deceased nobleman was a true specimen of
what “a good and worthy Mason™ ought to be.
Hp was benevolent and condescending, without the
least taint of vanity or wordly pride; and hence
universally respected and beloved by the fraternity.
His natural sweetness of temper made an indelib{e
impression on every heart ; and his amiable manners
produced a quiet influence which he exercised for
the general benefit of the Craft at large. He had
been a Mason about fortkyea.rs; and was succeeded
in his high office by the Earl of Durham.

A considerable sum of money having been sub-
scribed towards the proposed Asylum for Aged and
Decayed Freemasons, it was resolved by the general
committee, that from and after the 31st of J uly in
the present year, “an amount equal at least to the

astonishes us. * The Belgium pastors have proscribed the institu-
tion, and are 8o pregnant with spiritual horror, that they have
desired the poor not even to receive alms from a Freemason. Such
self-denial as this, and we may regard it as such, could scarcely
have been expected.” (Sunday Times, February 4, 1838.)
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intesest on the sums invested, shah
of the current collections of the year,

anmutnes, among destitute and deaervmg
in London and the Provinces.” :

% That the annuities be Ten Pounds each; and that six only o
such annuities be granted for the first twelve months.

“That if a sufficient number of candidates, so Iocated, apply
for the benefits of this Institution, at the first Election, the six
annuities already determined shall be thus allotted :—three in the
provinces, and three in the metropolis.

“That every Donor or Subscriber of one guinea be entitled to
one vote during a year, and so on in proportion for every additional

inea.
it “That an annual Governor (or regular Subscriber of two
guineas per annum) be entitled to three votes.

* That every Life Subscriber (or Donor of ten guineas) be en-
htlcd to tyo votes.

“ That every Life Governor (or Donor of twenty guineas) be
entitled to four votes, and two votes for every additional tem
guineas. .

‘“That every Governor, Subscriber, or Donor. may vote by.
proxy ; such proxy being a Subscriber; and that fer every single.
vote the Subscriber may be entitled to, he shall have as many
votes as there are vacancies, which may be given to .one candldne,
or distributed at pleasure.

“ That all proxy papers be numbered, sigred by‘!he Secretary;
and forwarded by post; and that no second proxy paper be issued.
without the concurrence of the Chairman on the da 3' of election.

“ That subscriptions declared and paid on the ay of elacbon.,
shall entitle the parties to vote. .

“That n6 Subscriber in arrear shall be enutlgd to vote at any
election, until such arrear be paid. !

“ That in cases of equality of votes at any general meeting, thc )
Chairman-sh3ll be erititled to a second or casting’vote.”

Thus the Institution was brought ‘into actual'
operation ; although its establishment did not enjoy’
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¢ The confidence reciprocated between the Brethren and kiswelf,
wunder circumstances of the most varying character, might be fairly
considered as reflecting mutual credit, and being indicative of
mtrtaal affection. If he had experienced any difficulty in the
performance of his duty, or if his intentions and motives hadi om
any occasion been misconstrued or misunderstood, he could assure
those who heard him, that he had always had the best interests of
the Order at heart, and had entertained no other wish than their
advancement. Man, like the different countries he inhabited,
varied in some respects from his fellow men. Men of perfect
similarity of idea were never found. No two places in the world
were entirely alike, nor could the views of any two persons on
the same subject be expected to be in perfect accordance. It
was not just, therefore, that fault should he attributed on either
side, because’ of a trifling difference of opinion, when there
existed an identity of purpose, and that identity of purpose tended
to the performance of something beneficial to society. One man
might be exceedingly bland, another might be exceedingly blunt,
z:t both might be equally honest; by his intention each should
.tried, and not by the contrast that might exist in manner
or conversation. And satisfied that the intention was correct,
no difference of opinion should be permitted to militate against
the harmony of feeling by which Freémasons should ever be
bound together.”

These sentiments are worthy of being recorded,
because they are the language of an open and un-
suspecting nature; and show, without any disguise,
the pure system of benevolence and good will which
Freemasonry recommends and enforces mpon the
prince as well as the commoner, because he is
equally a man.

The pecuniary affairs of the Asylum thus flou-
rishing, and- the provinces thus pouring in the °
streams of their bounty into its funds, unalloyed
prosperity might be expected to follow. Unfortu-
mte{y this was not the case ; and however irksome
the task, the historian is bound to record circum-
stances with truth and fidelity, which occur within
the compass of his undertaking, however they may
be at variance with his own feelings and opinions.
The opposition gathered strength, and assumed a
form of determined hostility, . Placards of a vio-
lent chazagter. were. privately circalated amongst the

: ; »
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Brethren, which were repelled in language equally
strong, and a breach between the two parties ap-
: inevitable. Moderate men in both waere
‘grieved at the unfavourable prospect, because the
great principle of Freemasonry, Brotherly ‘Love,
oould not fail to suffer in the contest. .
At this period of the dispute, if some influentil
Masons on the spot, had formed themselves intoa
Lodge of Mediation, the differences might have been
compromised without any sacrifice of principlec,nlz
a trifling adjustment of the details; and the
have been spared the melancholy exhibition which
sprang out of these unhappy divisions. There can
be no doubt but the abstract design of an Asylum,
attached to our benevolent institution, as a perma-
nent retreat for age and decrepitude amongst these
worthy brethren who have enjoyed the sweets of
life, and have become the victims of unmerited ca-
lamity—enjoyed the approbation and confidence of
. the whole éraft. It was a noble and philanthropic
idea; and should mot be allowed to sustain defeat
by any difference of opinion respecting its mode of
operation. The duty of the historian, however, i,
* not to speculate on probabilities, but to record facts.
A communication was made from His Royal High-
ness the Grand Master, bearing date August 26th,
1889, which will explain the causes of the hostility
which was arrayed against the Institution.

Avcustus F., GRAND MASTER.

¢ Gentlemen and Brothers, )

“ Having received from Brother Crucefix, a note communics-
ting to me various resolutions which had been passed at different
meetings, by several Brethren who have at heart the estahlishment
of some Institution calculated to.relieve decayed and aged ns,
I feel it incumbent upon me to rg)eat the statement which I
first made upon that subject, at the Grand Festival in the prédent
year. On that oocasion I stated, that as to an Asylumpra
building, I could not, and never would lend either the sapctup of
my name, or any pecuniary assistance, inasmuch as I ‘was
convinced that it would be a useless expendifture~a wiglé of
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s without the slightest chance of any profitable or W
. rgis t therefrom; but that if such project were given up, and tHen
‘the Brethren were disposed to form a plan for granting annuffies,
“wHich’iwere to be taken solely from the interest of moniea-iepl-
lected, and not break in upon the capital, that to such a propgsi-

.tign. I would listen. o

"¢¢'Since that time, a proposition was made to me to receive = de-
putation on the subject, which I left unanswered, in consegwence
.of seeing a circular which the Committee had in the interim circu-

.. 1ated, and which had misrepresented the statement I have here
made, without any communication to me. '

4 In the paper now communicated to me, it is stated, ¢ the shm

. of £2,000. shall be the nucleus of a fund, for the erection of an
Asylum.’

¢ This, I have no hesitation in saying, is completely at variance
with my statement.

¢ From the whole tenor of the paper, it is clear, the same dispo-
sition and inclination on the part of some individuals, as to the
erection of an Asylum, still remains. Now without imputing
motives to any one, there can be no doubt the Craft will be nxisled,

- m supposing that I have given a silent consent to such a plan,

.. which I am equally determined as before to resist; therefore,

" unless it is clearly understood that the intention of erecting an

"Adylum is tetally abandoned, I feel myself under the necessity of

i+ deckining any communicatien npon the subject. .

. I hope this will be deemed a fair answer to the application
made to me; and as such, I wish it to be communicated to those
Brethren who framed the Resolutions upon which fhe request of
an interview with me has been grounded, and which I conse-
guently decline; but to shew that this determination has been
taken in conformity with those opinions which have actuated the
whole of my conduet in this transaction, I will farther add, that

- gatil next April, if it please God to spare my life, I will take
no further step; but should the Brethren at that time have made
no advance in the matter, I shall think myself at liberty to state

‘. my own plan, when I have no doubt the Brethren will see which is
the most feasible, and when I shall call upon the Fiaternity for
that assistance which I have never found them unwilling to afford,
when useful objects are roposed for their consideration.

“Southwick Park, Fareham, Aug. 26, 1839.”
“ To Brothers—R. T. Crucefix, J. C. Bell,
J. C. Mc Mullen, and Z. Watkins.”

Thus it appears that His Royal Highness, with

, Kis usual benevolence of character, was favourable

fo the principle of granting annuities to poor and

+ deserving Brethren, but declined to extend the in-

'fiyence of his sanction to a building for the resi-

dence of the annuitants; because he considered it
F2
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adltubelosy experidituve of 'éapitadr- - Alndild i
cottfessod “thiat the same fechng whs evflertahiad
soitio of 'tho warmest friends to; the sow OWARES
At ke Committee of Masters, the following<tivties
df motion “was put on record :— v AL W
TR ) T IVER
1 To ke the existing mode of distributing the Fund of Matehir
cnev?}?ce;_ d to propose, instead thereof, a resolution affiym-
B4 That it 1¥'just and expedient that three-fourths of thé avidl-
Mbler funds of the Grand Lodge be distributed, on the
ggjpcip!e, $0. pog» and deserving Masons and thdir widoyys ;¢
the remainder applied to such individual cases of emergency as
iy require particular relief. Co
418 Grund Lodge should affirm the foregoing resclitioni ths
M; W. G. Maater be res&ectfully solicited to point ;out the
best mode of carrying into effect the practical operatiop .of. ey
Principle adopted.” : ‘*'1 M
IR b

I 'The question to be considered now was, Howths
two opinions were to be reconciled. The biild#
appears to have constituted the only stumb
ock in the way of mutual accommodation: '~
sum of £2000 had been subscribed chiefly’ T #hé
gurpose of an edifice; and the Asylum Cortiittéd
dto consider how they could, in good:faith; ‘appl
ithis money to any other purpose. It was a diler
44} of dificulty. The Committee appeared ‘destots
lof meeting ‘and silencing all objections by’ady'ﬂﬁ
Wuves short of a renunciation of the principle’y™
Whebefore eame to a resolution that, under thédis-
kyamstances, ‘it would be expedient to postpone®
Séfestioh ‘of ‘am Asylum, until the surh of
clear of the sum of £2000, shall have been rajs
hitwd ih thie Phitermediate time, the interest of 4lf
Humded property shall be applied’ to the" parpes
M};ﬁmeg_;e; ST --:v.!"_'(i-_T
10UFHi4) ¢oneskkion, ' which approathes ¢ ﬁ'&ﬁy
-t89an hbatidontient &-'fhe?rgneiple,”-it ?aslﬁ
would lead to a mutual compromése.”! Bits utifipt-
hoagely,” elis | destrtibler obijbet wiy - defelted! H§lthe
texepcide! f 'private: 7 whitel Broh Iy

1

ggbod sy 10" o vntfd oy "odid Leonet svbselb

~
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xppbhwlxsastmu Atra samalvmeetmglofnthg
Yormons . hel o deny,on,. & 0fl3t quvex}r:borJ a0 46,
ymoRs prigted : paper, violent. .charscter, . \Waa
p 9(?' amongst the Members present, ) by Brs,
W.Jd ackson, of the Caveac Lodge., No..205, whieh
gave rise to a severe altercatlon, in the course of
wlmh’ ‘eertain expressions were nnguted ‘to- Bro%h
dérinan Wood and Brother J. Les Stevens; o
gﬂs were supposed to reflect on -the oondunt,lof
‘Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, in ’M’i
dhatacter of G. M. of Masons; and these, beipg
formally. repoated to the Board of General Pu.rpo
thetwo offending Brethren, with Dr. Cruceﬁx,"tli
Chairman of the Meeting, were arraigned, and af
‘the three prin-
f the- propased
their Masonig
s Wood and. JJn.
J. Lee . gtqmu
ecigion :the
Grand. Lodggk
‘a5 made mlt;be
ived would tend
ess. . By the idi-
loard .of Genenal
ited. . The. ngw
5 ﬂﬂmmﬂﬁeduby
by the. Grasd
rem, may. be ; Past
e ": R L l '
sisem i Gl&nd
) the Qfficers, .it
“on 'ths,
ARtion, was made and seconded, that, ¢ thai
fd. in the summons, shall ba the. nma;tomom-

Bee magenic business.” . 11 . i of Lil bluow
w:the Sigeussion, o thxa.%. am it vas argued
hawrs|are, sure. fof ded with great

disadvantages. Either the busmess of the Lodge
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will ‘be hurried over in a slovenly and' indesont
manner—or the hour of closing specified in the Bps
Laws will be exceeded—both of which it is desireb
blé to avoid. If therebe an initiation, the ceremén:
will either be imperfectly performed, and the candl
Yo permitted to retite to his own home, and'iis
reflections, with very unworthy notions of the
ignity and usefulness of the Craft ;—or; if $he
latter alternative be adopted, he will be detained
beyorid his usual hour of rest, and imbibe an opinion
anfavourable to the morality of the Institution. ' Jn
either case his first impressions will not be likely
to produce in his mind such a love and veneration
for Masonry as will prompt him to pursue its in-
“ivestigations with freedom, fervency, and zeal,. by
which alone pleasure and profit can mutually resuft.
. These evils, it was urged, would be avoided, were
‘the Masters and Wardens to be firm and deter-
mined on this point; and always, under whatever
circumstances, to open their Lodges, and commeneb
their Masonic business, at the exact hour mentioned
il ‘the summons ; assured that if they persevere in
the punctual performance of this duty, they will
excite regularity in the Brethren, and the conse-
‘quences will be, that their families, and the world
-at large, will laud an Institution which produces
such fruits of regularity and sound discipline ;—
their lodges will increase in numbers and reputa~
tion, and through their instrumentality Freema-
sonry will secure a triumphant ascendancy, and
excite general admiration and respect. Such bei
the feeling of the Members present, the motion was
carried by a majority of one; but unfortunately at
the subsequent Grand Lodge the confirmation
rejected by a majority of three. The doctrine of
the necessity of early hours however was established;
and the P. G. Master’s thought it of sufficient im-
portance to notice in their charges to the brethren 3
and in some Provinces, the Lodges, having had
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thieir attention called to the, subject from authority,
sa® at:once the benefit of the measure, and intro-
daged it into practice. ;

v..The following circu _
veral Town Lodges in September 1839 ; cand i
eomtains a judicious regulation, which we are sur

prised did not occur at a much earlier period, . T

will, for the future,

has sometimes occurre

la

3

revent the confusion whick
by the accidental admission

105,

r was forwarded to the s )

Y

of unqualified persons into the Grand Lodge, whose
right of entreé has been questioned by one party
and defended by another, to the delay and frequent
postponement of business much more important.

“W. Master,—I am commanded by the M. W.Grand Master,
to' require that you will, on or before Tuesday the 26th day of-
November next, make out and forward to me, according to the
snnexed form, a return of the names of the Masters and Wardens,
and also of all other subscribing Members of your Lodge, who are
-of the rank of Past Master, and who, as such, claims a right to ait
and vote in the Grand Lodge, specifying, against each Past Mag-
-ter’s name, whether the Brother served the office of Master in your
.Lodge, or in some other; and if in another, the name and number
‘of the Lodge, and the year in which he filled the chair. i
¢ By command of the M. W. Grand Mpster
“W. H. White, G. S. |
“ Freemason’s Hall, Sept. 20, 1839.” '

% A return of Subscribing Members to the
. the Master, Wardens, and Past Masters, who claim a tight
“  to sit and vote inthe United Grand Lodge, made out pursunnt

to the Order of the M. W. Grand Master.

No.  béing

Vg

Name & number |- ]
Nam,. es of Bre;h;'en Rank. of the Lodges in | Date when in,
N ng to sit in which they served as | the Chair.
tithe Grand Lodge. Master. .
W.M.
S. W.
N J. W,
o P. M.
+’ P.M.
! P.M. |
. P. M, ,
18T hereby certify that the above is a torrect returh.

HEFE

. (Signed)

W. M,"
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riational Anthem, and the peoplé'tddred 2hé aidk
"enthusiastic ¢heers. Proceedini' to the HExehaingt
‘an Address was Eresented by the Maydt and'
(poration, to which His Royal Highness ‘most’ gié
¢iously replied; and then retired to the PHuifk
‘Lodge-room, whence a splendid processiom ise
‘%o which His Royal Highness took his plachiis
rand Master of {L‘ngland. S
"' At the site of the intended building a t#iuvmphil
‘arch was erected, and a flight of steps covered-
‘carpetting, led down to the spot where the siutic
“was to be deposited. I
" When His Royal Highness had descended the
steps which led to the foundation, and taken a po
sition convenient for the he was to perform i
‘the ceremony, the stone, the two parts of which: b
been temporarily clamped together, was removed
from its place, and as it remained suspended in ‘tHe
air, the Grand Chaplain offered up a brief and wifit-
‘able prayer. The builder then handed the cerniefit
to His Royal Highnoss, who spread and adjustediit
with a silver trowel provided for the occasion ; :this
done, the stone was lowered to its place, the tempé-
‘Tary clat’;‘lﬁs removed, and the upper portion agai
‘taised. The Grand Secretary then read the inser#-
“ti(m, which was as follows :— " fl’
yri Tt ot compluriam oppidum Serderland juiis i
"¢ incolentium: impensis estructi, hunc primum lapidem: posuit
% Illustrissimus Princeps Augustus Fredericus, Dux Sussexife,
“ Prid, Id. Novembris, A.D. M.p.ccc.xxx1x.” ) 3

This finished, the Grand Treasurer pmsen@ ’to
‘the Grand Master the phial containing the 'medls
and coins;* and these having been deposited by

iy

ful information of the actusl lex-
says a modern writér; ¢ at/any

‘osterity in' & distimct, ‘tavgidle,
of the absurd Mm?hmi

|
|

|
J
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13838 Royal, Highoess, in, the, hollow formed in,the
Stomei; the eavity was, covered over with the b
.9 upon which the inscription was engraven., The
-gpper portion of the stone was then covered, the
Jhand playing the national Anthem.  His Hoy
.Kighness then proceeded to prove the just, positign
~and form of the stone by the K]umh, level,,
square, which were successively handed to him R
the Junior and Semior Grand Wardens, ‘an the
#Peputy Grand Master. Being satisfied in, tﬂgge
respects, His Royal Highness gave the stone three
knocks with the mallet, which was handed to him
by the Pro Grand Master. He then said, ‘‘;May
the Great Architect of the Universe grant a bless-
ing on this foundation-stone ‘which we have ngw
1laad, and by His Providence enable us to finigh
jevery other work which may be undertaken for tly
Jbenefit and advantage of this city.” The cornncqpig
eontaining the corn, and the two ewers with the
ywine and oil, were then handed to His Royal High-
ypess, who scattered the corn and poured the, yine
-and oil upon the stone, with the accustomed eerg-
monies. He then again said, “ May the all-boup-
teous Author of nature grant an abundance of gorn,
wine, and oil, with all other necessaries, convepi-
ences, and comforts, to this city; and may the same
Providence preside over and preserve it from ruin
and decay to the latest posterity.” e
. The Architect then exhibited the plan of ‘the
‘building to His Royal Highness, who, after an at-
tentive examination of it, thus addressed him':i-

S I TR | . - f
_pition of & few coins and medals under the foundations of build-
mg&speclme of ingenious implements, or condensed statemehts
‘¥ stientifid truths, or procésses in arts and manufadtures,! wete
substituted! Will books infallibly preserve to a remote posterity
all that, we mey. desire posterity would wish to know.? And jmay
Roti s useless, ceremony be thus transformed into an act of enrgl-
mmend in 3 perpetual archive of what we most prize, and acknqy-
-ledgeta(be nost veluable.: ;. o oL
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“ Mr.. hitect,—Th ndatien .gtene  of the Ath
Y M o v 4 -ms!ﬁhfa%
ments having been applied to it by me, and approved-ef; &

them to y:;,u in full confidence l:h“’ as a skilful and faithful work-
an yom will use them in .such a. manner that the,byildd ¥
hse, ﬁ\ prdes, harmony, and beauty; and, being’, i
siyength, will answer every purpose for which it is.Imte ")
YOug £redit, and to the honour of those who have selécted FoR.osi1

1) FAR T s Lliw 9zad) {

-=Before Hie Royal Highness retired, the::
') Brown), as Chairman of the Building Commts |

¢, came forward, and presented him.  with  iB&
owing Address:— L i

.i# May- it please your Royal Highness,—We, the Commnitbdé
and .Swbscribers to the Athensum, approach your Rayal. Hrighe
nbes, with feelings of deep gratitude, for the kindness and :
spension displayed in the ready acquiescence in our request, thet
the.foundation of the first considerable tribute paid by the tawa:of
Sutdenland ‘to Literature and Science, should be laidbiyipavd
Bayal Highness, We were encouraged to make the 'W
thaconsideration that your Royal Highness's attachment Ao Sci
emoe- and Literature, and individual suocess in their cultivitian;
hasever lad you to:be the munificent and mﬁghwnedm
evepy Ipstitution in the Island, within your knowledge,
toipromiote. their progress and diffusion; and we hoped .shatonn
projested edtalilishment would form no exception to this ke, hut
would be ushered into the world under the auspices :af:(Famn
august name. In this we hope we have not been disappointed.
As a true d¢scendant of that illustrious and patriotic mch
is¥Hallowed in the fhoughts and feelings of every Erngh be-
auuse: ssociated, with: all that is most sacred with his libolﬂeqﬂnt
mgst yaluable in bis civilization, your Royal Highness has jm thi
liﬁs;gm’:}?. as in many others, shewn that the prosperity. of Jyour

e Fand is the cherished object of your heart. Comme
the useful Azts are ynguestionably the basis of our nationed b3
RSFity ;- bt your: Royal H'ifhness has manifested 8. fhmiljprTuc-
quaintance with the fact, that the continuance of this pro :g'
mitst! 54 ¢hé présent state of society, depend upon our Mse =
therbfighdr depdmmtgf&iene:f 3 ttll:t; ﬁmu thenhd it amkﬂnt
ijl 09 longer be ip the van roductive .indpstxy;]
ﬁrﬁﬁut must be content to follow in ]t,he ‘wake pf h ?st?a}:,ﬁg
félidé' by praying that your Royal Highness ta§ :
prslce bad! happiness whick this world can afford,ifdr thexamsdnden
of, yqux; days, a1id, at their closgy derivo splpce oy the, Faflestia;
a Iife spent, as that of yoyr Royal Hi !Lr;f‘srs hq: been v
ting) e Inseirickion arid Hapfincds of bur faN6Y brésk s
Wimaseng b geeh anod ol e promang 1od aqod

oRberAlddress hayidg been: redd sandspreserted s

aild e
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o b o g bedton nd '»-lllu(’?7ﬂ5m

“Asow i} s ride 505 000 st ey b ar o o) medd

!“‘G%ﬂ eﬁiﬁn‘ofﬂ:é' C(rtnmitwe, and - Subbcﬁbem Ho/the Adﬂ“‘
&dp t4s with' pleasure T find myself occuy aﬁén

he “Wafing the foundition stome of a bul ity

ther&hk Scithce, Being well assuredi that dﬁbﬁ“ﬁ!

these materially contribute to the advancement of arts,

y and/ eomimerce. : While ever hnmm% skt ﬂ\eﬁs—
Gjone ¢lasees. in abtaining useful information, it has heer pq;
% onstant and earnest desire to impress upon 'thioge who t:r

@t ‘walks of life, the absolnte necessity for & stmilad ‘ex:
on their in order to keep pace with the igerera). fup,
ment, and thus secure to themselves their proper station in society.
Unwise, indeed, must be the man who, in these byd,'ﬁatmd ‘hitn-
::iﬁ:;t‘ ‘truth can: be concealed for any length of time:; -sweh hnrs

would not only fail, but the consequence would be-fataly
sixice it would tend to the disorganization of every well r

ogulated

¢ommunity ; while the diffusion of know produces: the'ihost
wmefiofal results, as by it the industrious ¢ are’led . to vakwé
ﬂlb ficiency of their superiors in science, and esteem. thena ol
improvement. With these sentiments, Gentlemen, you will
:eclﬂy believe me when I assure you that I aceeded, with.

e, to your request of laying the foundation ‘stone rof thid
dmﬁon, and fervently pray that the work we have 80- p!

y ‘Begun, may be as successfully eo:fleted, and ' thatighe!
myﬁl dity of Sunderland may ever be hail

fégemdnt and protection to science.’

- od bluow
ROETIE

vl J2Ugu8
e Members of the Commlttee were then Eé{eﬁ
nﬂy presented to His Royal Hl ,» who
6ot éstigratulated them um this unde: akmg, ﬁ
g his conviction that such institntions;
the best means of keeping society togotlml Litvau od3
l’:'l‘he 'whole of this part of the-day’s bisiness: kivs
ing_been thus cqup leted, His. Royal, Highness!
m%ﬂm assemblage which was.aboat 1oy
the return of the procession, sgid— ?{E
l&mns ‘duty T have atill to perform.’, Ipon; such,
oehanons a8 these'we. should never. lonrnggtz of the;
us’ By who -preaides ‘ovet: this-cd
W3 hais.. .ﬁﬂigy beheath; this. ﬁtcme,.m
hope her memory w111 be borne down to sten

withothe:valueass deseovesy i propose, s

A
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that we should say ¢ God blets thé Queen !’ wilh
thiee times three.” R
+ The proposition was received with the utm
edthusiasm, and responded to with cheers. thg
awakened many distant echoes. After this :
aiom of loyalty, the procession returned to the Phe
nix Lodge in the same order as it set out. /1
Several other foundations were laid during this
year with Masonic honours, which it will be suff-
cient to enumerate. That of a monument at Elgin,
in memory of the Duke of Gordon, by Bro. Jame
Petrie, Esq.; of a Viaduct in the London and
Brighton Railway, by Bro. Folkland ; of St. John’
Church at Edinburgh, and of the Mariner’s Chnreh
at Leith, by Bro. the Right Hon. Sir James For-
rest, G. M.; of Rocester Bridge, by Bro. the Earl
of Shrewsbury; of a Wet Dock at Montrose, by
Bro. Patrick Ackley, Esq., D.G. M.; and of Saint
Thomas’s Church, caster, by Bro. E. D. Sali¢
bury, Esq. o
The number of testimonials to merit increase, a8
we advance nearer to our own times. In January
a Jowel was presented to Bro. G. Warriner, Hoi
8éo. to the Ball, for masonic charities ; in April;s
masonic Jewel to Bro. Moses, Lodge of Peace aail
Harmony, Dover; in May, a Silver Salver and's
Joirel-to Bro. the Rev. Charles Woodward, British
iodge, London; and a Jewel to Bro. the Rev. W:
Carwithen, Lodge of Union, Chudleigh ; in'Augusi,
& Silver. Salver to Bro. D. M. Folkard, Royal Cls
er Salverto Bre.
aw; Liodgd 216,
snuff-box to Bre.
T im@dtobera&
L. Tynte, MK
emb'lz,'n. at -Silver
reryiD. P.GyMg
Giodd Watchode
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Bro. James Wileon, Nelsin Liodge, Newry, Lreland 3
and. in December, a Past Master's Jewel to Brix
Cheroos, late W. M. of the of Amity; No.:200.
These testimonials form a deecisive proof of the
groat cordiality which subsists between the brethren
and their authorised rulers, and display Freema-
sonry in a light which is calculated to:excite gene
ral admiration. e

R S

CHAP. VIL ’
Hutory of Freemasonry in the Year 1840. .

This year commenced with some judicious mea-
sures which were intruded to give eonsistency toithe
Order by a general digest and improval of  its laws,
It ‘had long been seen that some revisal of the Clons
stitutions was necessary; for, though originally
dezwn up with great wisdom and care, cases: were
of f eonstant occurrence for which no provision: aj-

in that code; and the Brethren were! oftehn

od in a dilemma, from which even the Giandl
e/did not possess the power to extricate or a8

sist thom. One of these cases bad just-arisdn; in
thé! résignation of Bro. Key as a member of the
Béard of Management. The Grand Lodge did nit
fedl! empowered to accept the tender, because the
Laws! of-P;[asonry had not provided for such a con-
::gincy; . 'The Anniouncement of an intended. revi-
soh~of: the Constitutions was roceived in.,the
phbvinces with apathy, although it was admitied
that sondé judioious.alterations were necebsaxy. The
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tAdthe Cammittee of Masters in February, tib
R'm-t of the Committee of Laws was ré: ,"d‘é:;
that they had carefully revised the alterasi
tions and additions that had from time to time been
made ah& recommended particularly thé #ﬁ&f
18.. And that after Article’ I p"ab“l
thnroshou!:l be an Artiele introduced, totR ”;-[
thatsse :Brother should claim to enter Grand'l?&
undil ki mamb.and appointment should be rettitn
to-ithe! Gtrand - Secretary’s Office. The ommnwm
retommiended: that the re-publication of the!
tutioms be deliyed for the present. =~ llo 9‘”

aBtdoStevdéns. theh recorded the. follow{ns étlc&‘"

ofm,ms!Amendments in the Book*

tubttll!o—m‘ n'--iv i aneano elebem
pm.u ST SaoiomA
1, { et Mo, e of, ot

o nma. erud
mam shall ‘mot ‘be_applied! ti ‘o Hhy’ a

aster, or Grand Secretaryiy oy if ;Wi
%Wdi Sthrough a Provmcml Grand Magter, of

97 oft biee el

mpe.m TProuhud Gmdﬂm.s'mltmﬂu&ubus
° M?mef v;h’m}mil w u%ﬁsﬂb«)tll dt 1o
cuwwm liédge W !mmea‘ é.?ﬂﬂ&ﬂ
ubm.a,ea;pl. |3hall e nenmdered | toshles

1 pUR} 9. 91
s T

l? Muonry, but through tha?u)GhMO
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Vuo asvimssscavase

Bre. Warsener, on the part of Bro. Henderson, gde ‘wbtidofof
mohpn, that the recommendation of the Bodnd of Geparak
Pposes, in relation to the repeal of Article I, page 18, and. the
A!dd’e, to follow Article LI, page 19, do pass as law. " o u
o (Q

1A[fancy dress ball is annually celebrated by them
Ladge, at; (Cork, for the benefit of -the: MasbmieA
Fermle Orphan Asylum. In the present ybapitit
wagrconducted on a scale of superior - spléndeurd}
angd was attended by the nobility and-gentry funu
mggxg miles round ; and the military-and mavaloelfi-os
ageombled in great numbers. The openingiofor
the “ball was attended by a ceremony of! mwbedus
reai;.,,.,'ﬂm Master, Wardens, and Members~oftHe
o of Ireland, covered with ‘their, wartesslo

m ornaments, and jewels, emblematlo-oimhun
Ancient Craft, havm on their collars,
deBbrations of the Royal Arch and’ K ﬁf

plar, marched in. procession to the uf 'thoroam-,
the:Beat’s Greys laym the favourite st “!ﬁ'ﬂ‘
Freen‘ra.sons Marcﬂl arriving ‘at t.he. e ofiq
th#'rédni the Master took the chau', and the SemoQa(I

andJunisr- Wardens at eitherside.: | The Méiibery [
of the Lodge then formed 3 gircle, ﬁfd the Magtgr. *
the

haﬁngﬂatufﬁd ‘the company with Bomwao
danging immediately: commeneed. Tho-

ith gregt, spirit. il} fiva 'dlock in ﬁh&m
N 63t spirjt, b} five 9
M ﬁ Tih&?mmpgnw separated; highly. dew.1

-~
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lighted with their treat. The ball ‘realized- for iy
eharity, after all expenses were paid, upwanrds of tw
bundred pounds. ot
. The zeal and loyalty of the Craft were; strongy
excited and displayed in the summer of this;yes,
by an attempt to assassinate the Queen- and ha
Oonsort. The Ancient Charges declare: tha

¢ Masonry has ever flourished in times of peace, and
been always injured by war, bloodshed, and ecouft
+ gion, so that kings and princes, in every age, haw
been much disposed to encourage the Craftsmen
account of thewr peaceabloness and loyalty, whereby
they practically answer the cavils of their adversr
ries, and promote the honour of the Fraternity.
And never was this precept more satisfactorily er
emplified than on the present occasion. A ddresses
of congratulation on the providential escape of thest
royal personages were transmitted from every part
of the United Kingdom. All rublic bodies, in
every department of life, l;])rompt y performed this
leasing duty ; nor were the Freemasons backwas
in shewing their loyalty and affection for the :Sove
reign. An especia{a Grand Lodge was convened for
this purpose on the 21st of June, His Royal High
ness the Grand Master being on the Throne, when
suitable Addresses to Her %ﬂajesty, and to. His
RBoyal Highness the Duke of -Sussex, were.vnaah
mously adopted ; as well as resolutions of sympathy
to His Royal Highness Prince Albert, and Her
Rayal Highness the Duchess of Kent. The Grand
Lodges of Scotland and Ireland pursued the same
course; which was also followed by many Provin
sial and Private Lodges. P el
i. Much angry feeling prevailed amongst: the - Bfe-
thren about this time, on aceount of the suspenisioh
of Brothers Ald. Thomas Wood, Dr. Crucefix, and
J. Lee Stevens; all of whom, by their aecivity and
adal, have rendered essential service té; Mawsry
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The appeal of these brethren: from the decistonrof
the Board of General was brought beforb
the Grand Lodge at the June Quarterly Comniunid
ddtion, His Royal Highness the Duke of Susset!ion
the 'Throne. Bro. Ald. Wood’s case wab first
hedrd ; in'the course of which he repeated the' de
élaration which he had made before the Board, vie
) Sk

. L assure the M. W. Grand Master, and the Grand Lodge, that
T do not retain any recollection of having used the expression im-
puted to me, or any others which can be considered disrespectfirl
. to the Grand Master. I have to express great regret, that any=
thing I may have said should have been so construed. I spoke at
the Meeting under great excitement and irritation, occasioned by
circumstances which unhappily occurred on tkat day; and it is
; possible that I might have used expressions, although I have no
. recollection of them, which may have been understood in a sense
which was notintended. Ifso, I very much regret it, because it was
. the farthest from my wish to speak discourteously of His Royal
Highness, for whom personally I entertain the highest respeet.
With this statement I shall withdraw my appeal, and leave my
case entirely in the hands of the Grand Lodge.” )

At the suggestion of His Royal Highness, it was
then moved, seconded, and resolved unanimously :—
“ That the W. Bro. Ald. Thos. Wood be imme-
dintely reinstated in all his masonic functions and
privileges.” !
Bro. J. Lee Stevens was then ecalled on, who ad-
dressed the Grand Lodge at comsiderable length,
for the purpose of shewing why he found it impod-
gible to avoid pressing his appeal; and having
cleared this point, he proceeded to read copies of the
iprotests which he had deposited with the Board df
eral Purposes ; and added, “ I will now, MW,
Grand Master, Iroceed with the evidence taken ber
fore the Board.” The question was then discussed,
whéther that evidenee could be reﬁ;e_ated in Grand
Lodge, and it occupied a considerable space of timie
%0 determine whether such a course was consistent
with its usages and practice. It was ultimately dé-
dded in’ the megative; on which Bro. Stevens de.
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necessity, be confirmed. L
-LMuch diseussion arose amongst the Bré
varioys parts of the country res ] vekse
edings. The Grand Lodge, in 1ts Circila};
the facts as follow :— RS "l"'j:" i
of ool s £ i
% Brothers Wood and Stevens lodged with the Grand Seartisy:
to be i before the Grand Lodge, sppeals againat theoeism &
Board, in which they respectively stated the d’g‘oo}gj 9{ !
appealy, in borformity with the laws of the Grand L " m
apd 102. Bro. Crucefix also lodged an appeal, ‘ini! whIth; oW
ev?, he did not set forth any ground on which he. g) ed.; 7ol
& Bro. Crucefix’s appeal was objected to, on the_ gry ng thati.
whs hetiin conformity with requisites in the Book of Cohstitytions,
p,i 32, & question not involving any legal prineiple; Bubd k
80 &l’%

op the ground of Masonic law, which exprésely féquisd:
hé appeal must state the specific grievance co; i -
: #{Brbc (Orucefix admitted the cmission :g:uofb 9& ;’:;p d?',
addressdd the Grand Master, declaring that:his{hdd ! .
%4;:99@;] to the M, W. Grand Master,. (of whioll hamwes:
not ¥¢csed, and on which his sentence was no i:onm
hmwmpting‘to' discuss the evidence, he was told ‘that he deci,

sipmip the preceding onse:precluded that coutde.” | | { !
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matﬁr
ave come prepared to pass s ?{em e LH
. tuﬂhqtd.h sqmmé ey do
m %ﬂ{ tencdﬁ gt bavg been #pmrﬁm“ mﬁn
99 e, many more, mig ht ‘n

4 / But the' i'én\ the only g‘néhnce gg fﬁ
!U“Qbﬁnyiv Liend jat mopived, and agamty ’ﬂmp

VD oow ad v li%29990
Qragefix subsequent] ubhahod thé proeb8d-
 the GrandbsLegdge my tphe Freamﬂml; ’ Quany
% , for which alleged offence: lié was
clte e ore a Board of gfeneral Pusposes,: w
holden at Freemasons’ Hall, on the 18th July, to
angwer - tlxe new charges which would: thet en@; }'e
be preferred against him. This swnmons Dy, !
cbfiix refused to obey ; ; stating, that « Having glw
upwaﬁ, membership in English Craft’ Maso 5
deny the power of the Board of General Purpos y5°
e to account in any way whatever;. Jw
afore dechne, upon this ground, au;envdmg
. Board, a8 summoned by a letter from § °°
ssgbd Secretary, under date of the llt.h,maumt
pearemptorily summoned, by.a. set:omllletﬂs‘l“8
from the same party, under date of the 18t o
" Ont?]f these proceedings, great diversity.of opimtond
has apgllly arnseln f&11 Summlha hm: thagts
amental principle of the ty, that t d
Master mlfstp be sll)xpported ":)c?nl g)ecm{gas
talentiy zeal, -and lon% gervitude, met‘if tﬁp"%t -
tpde and veperation of the Craft, but becansa;sn
spppm,:t ‘congtitutes the hinge on which the:ipr
riby..of :Freemasonry turns. Bus it #s itged" 'ﬁﬁu
migmy of the Grand Master is best displa
QWXR“I the .brethren, Nld a(dqubta oXists
whether: the.late prosecutions will hive's tentéfiky

atid! mote that most, desizabld ; P 0B
e‘éﬁﬁm"#m “fm mslndxﬂnd
Bm%sthonghtnthb measure hm

ids al  .2d3momr xi2 10} 400! P bus et JHL .q :n m
$ 5 679018 ot
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e éi?idi that the punishment exceeded the ‘offénde ;
nhile; on the other hand, it was argued by a party,
no less numerous, that a regard for discipline imade
sneeasional instances of severity necessary;:as a ex-
sdmflle to others who might be inclined to question
-the supremacy of the Grand Lodge, and it power
uto. punish offences committed within its jurisdiction.
-Bome Brethren thought it strange that Dr. Crute-
dfix, being in the chair when it was alleged that Bro.
I:Ald. Wood used expressions of disparagement -to
‘the Grand Master, should be punished for omittif,
40 eall that brother to order, after Bro. Wood lns
' been acquitted of using the words imputed to him ;
‘while, on the other hand, it was answered, that if
~le was pronounced guiltless, Bro. Stevens was oon-
victed, which circumstance was safficient to justify
the Grand Lodge in its confirmation of the sentemce
~which had been pronounced by the Board of ‘Greire-
vral Purposes on Bro. Crucefix. BLNRIEREY
- In a word, the opinions on all the points cen-
neeted with this most unpropitious affair, were. cen-
flieting and unsatisfactory. Three of the Londen
Lodges é;:ssed a public vote of thanks and sympathy
vto1r. Crucefix, and a general subscri})tion iBimow
in progress amongst the Fraternity at large, td
- sent him with a permanent testimonial of thisi
.esteem. The suspension of the three Brethren 'by
-the Board occurred on the 10th March. Onthe
- 25th of the same month, Dr. Crucefix was re-eleetbd
+ Treasurer to the Asylum ; and on the 30th April,
they werel all elected on the House Committee, by
the Governors of the Female Charity, at one of
the largest meetings on record, Bro. Bond '‘Cabbell
, being in the chair; who also presided over: the
- Board of General Purposes when they were sus-
- pended from their masonic privileges ; and at the
. ensuing ballot for Auditors, Dr. Crucefix appésted
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. atithie head of: the list: - At the Committee Mesti
of: May and June, the same Bro. was called to the
- bhair. RIS
-+ - Happily, for the best interests of the Craft; a yue
«masonic feeling finally manifested itself in all.the
1parties to this unfortunate dispute. At an
scial Grand Lodge, holden at Freemasons’ Hal}, on
‘the 80th of October, Dr. Crucefix offered an ap
logy for having written and published a letter, wha¢h
was offensive to His Royal Highness the Graad
-Master, and also for having published the proceed-
ings of the Grand Lodge of June last in the #'res-
masons' Quarterly Review, contrary to the ancient
charges and constitutions of the Craft ; and stated,
that *“ as during his masonic career it had been his
study to conduct himself as an useful and deserving,
and also as a true and approved brother, obedient to
-the Boards, and other Authorities of the Craft; he
could not but regret that he had been betrayed, by
- .circumstances, into causing the publication to be
issued.” This apology being agcepted, it was re-
nsolved, that the Grand Lodge should proceed mo
+ farther in the matter.
... 'The Fifth Anniversary of the Asylum was held
-at; Freemasons’ Tavern, in the month of June, Bro.
1ithe Hon. Henry Fitzroy, M.P. being chairman en
the occasion; who, in the course o% the evening,
lamented the unfortunate opposition which the
 Institution had to encounter. In proposing the
.health of the Queen Dowager, the Hon. Chairman
#aid :—

¢ The next toast he had to propose, was the name of an illustrious
lady, whose name never appeared in public except as associated with
8ome act of benevolence, or work of charity. Whether that charity

-~ was proved by affording means for providing additional instraction
..ite the rising generation, or whether by putting her hand in her
; pocket, to relieve the meanest subject in the land, it was the same
' —an appeal was never made to her, but that appeal was sure to
be answered in the most liberal and gracious manner. A few
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days since, at the request of some of his brethren, by whom he
was now surrounded, he had taken the liberty, through Lord
Howe, to lay before Her Majesty the Queen Dowager the claims
of this charity, and to ask for it Her Majesty’s countenance and
. protection, by the smallest donation, which, by its example, would
be productive of the most beneficial results. He was induced to
do this, not only from a knowledge of Her Majesty’s charitable
disposition, but also from a knowledge of the fact that her late
consort, King William the Fourth, was a brother of the Craft. He
had, on these two grounds, felt that it was not unlikely that Her
Majesty would listen to the request, and the result shewed that he
was not mistaken in his anticipation, for Lord Howe had forwarded
to him, (the chairman) in Her Majesty’s name, the liberal dona-
tion of £20., expressing also Her Majesty’s most gracious wishes
for the welfare of the Institution.

The Hon. Chairman’s advocacy of the Asylam
was peculiarly happy. He observed, that,

“ There was an impression existing in the minds of some of
their Brethren, although a very erroneous impression, that the
advocacy of a new charity would tend to deprive the other chari-
ties of those revenues which have hitherto flowed into their aid;
but he (the chairman) did not believe that such would be the case.
Lord Durham had himself said, in a memorable speech of his,
that the exercise of charity, and the practice of benevolence, should
be as wide and general among Masons, as the principle of admis-
sion waa comprehensive. He knew that the heart of a Mason was
ever open to the cry of distress, and that there was no Institution
which should be once proved beneficial to his fellow man, that he
would not go out of his way to support. But while all objects of
christian charity had claims upon his sympathies, there were some
objects which more immediately called them into action ; and al-
though youth and manhood had their sufferings, what could be a
more distressing picture than destitute and indigent old age ? Let
them picture to themselves a man,{ who, possessed of every virtue,
“after toiling up hill through a long, virtuous, righteous, and indus-
trious life, and practising the sublime precepts of their Craft, sud-
denly deprived of every comfort, and even necessity, in old age.
Behold him destitute of every support at a time when he most re-
quired it! Behold their destitute and indigent Brother, with no
brotherly hand to smooth his passage down the rugged hill of
life, and say whether this was a picture which any Brother of the
Craft could look upon coolly. Was this picture overcharged ?
‘Was it not, a very short time since, that such was the fate of &
Brother, who had often graced that room with his presence? Let
them, however, celebrate the eternal honour of those who had res-
cued the Craft from the stigma of being the only body which had
not made a provision for old age. The prayer of gratitude would
not return empty handed on those who had begun this work!
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They would be tenfold rewarded by the recollection, in the last
dark vision oflife, that they had rescued their Brother from a state
of wretchedness and poverty, which would cast at least one ray of
brightness over the sad acene. Charity, he had said, was thekey-
stone on which the Craft was raised. The Craft was founded on
one of the two great Commandments, *“ Love thy neighbour as
thyself;’” and it was the bounden duty of every member of it to
think of their aged and destitute Brethren. Asylums had been
provided for the young, but was that a reason why they should not
make provision for the old; and endeavour to furnish mpi)lort and
consolation to those who, in the day of prosperity, had liberally
contributed to their friends in want and distress—for those who
had arrived at that dark and gloomy state of human life, so beau-
tifully described in the Sacred Books? When * the years shall
draw nigh in which I shall say I have no pleasure in them ; when
the sun, and the light, and the moon, and the stars, are darkened,
and the clouds return not after the rain—when the keepers of the
house shall tremble, and the strong men bow themselves—when
they shall be afraid of that which is nigh, and fears shall be in the
way, and the almond-tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall
be a burden, and desire shall fail, because ¢ Man goeth to his long
home, and the mourners go about the streets.” Much had already
been done, but much still remained to be done. He (the Hon. Chair-
man) feared not the opposition which they might meet with—he
feared not any opposition nor lukewarmness without—he feared
not any opposition within—for he could not feel that any Mason
who had taken one step in the Craft could say that they (the pro-
moters of the Asylum) were not acting on the very spirit and con-

stitution of Masonry, when they were providing an Asylum for those
who had been their worthy Brothers.”

The subscriptions at this meeting amounted to
about seven hundred pounds.

About this time Freemasonry lost one of its
most active and valuable members, in the death of
the Pro-Grand Master, the Earl of Durham, who
departed this life, somewhat suddenly, at Cowes, in
the Isle of Wight. His Lordship was attended by
a local physician, who did not consider him in imme-
diate danger ; and the sad crisis which followed was
but little anticipated by his family ; by whom, how-
ever, the deceased nobleman had the consolation of
being surrounded in his dying hour.

18 Lordship’s masonic career was long and bril-
liant. He was appointed, by the Duke of Sussex,
to the office of P. (g M. for lgurham, in 1818, and

G
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succeeded to the Deputy and Pro-Grand Master-
ship of Masons for eﬁngla.nd; and discharged the
weighty duties of all these offices with universal satis-
faction and applause. The sense of duty and pro-
priety which ever actuated our noble Brother, was
thus expressed by himself, when the Brethren in
the province of Durham presented his Lordship with
a spfendjd Masonic Jewel, “as a token of their fra-
ternal consideration for his constant attention, and

ersonal kindness to the Craft; and to mark the

igh sense of gratitude they entertained for his dig-
nified and zealous discharge of the important duties
of Provincial Grand Master.” On this occasion,
his Lordship said,—* I have ever felt it my duty to
support and encourage the principles and practice
of Freemasonry, because it powertully developes all
social and benevolent affections ;—because it miti-
gates without, and annihilates within, the virulence
of political and theological controversy;—because it
affords the only neutral ground on which all ranks
and classes can meet in perfect equality, and asso-
ciate without degradation or mortification, whether
for the purposes of moral instruction, or of social in-
tercourse.”

In this distilr;f;uished and noble Brother, the Free
and Accepted Mason lost a sincere friend, and the
Order a strenuous and consistent defender. In
every department of the Craft where his services
were in requisition, the benefits conferred by his
zeal and assiduity were evident and lasting. His

residency was characterized by mildness and good
Eumour. which found its way to every heart; while
his authority was asserted with a firmness and tact
which no one cared to question, because every dis-
play of power was accompanied by a suavity which
won over the affections even of those who were
justly exposed to his censure. The esteem of the

raternity in the Provinces over which he presided
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has not expended itself in mere expressions of sym-
E::hy and regret, or in addresses of condolence to

is incomnsolable widow ; but, at a meeting, held in
Newecastle, to promote the erection of a monument
to his memory, upwards of £4,000. were subscribed
for that purpose, which sum has been since in-
creased, by contributions from every part of the
country.

He was interred in the family vault at Chester-
le-Street. More than three hundred of the brethren
attended the funeral, and the carriages of his rela-
tives and friends amounted to 175. The number
of persons in carriages would probably be about
450; and there were hundreds who walked the

whole way alongside. The distance between Lamb-
ton Castle and Chester-le-Street is two miles and a
half ; and some idea of the lenil; of the procession
may be formed from the fact, that the tenantry on
horseback had reached Chester before the last of
the carriages had left the Castle. The whole length
of the roai on each side, was thronged with per-
sons, and the street, windows, house-tops, wherever,
in short, a coign of van could be found, was co-
vered with spectators. Black flags were hung out
from the beautiful spire of the church, and from
several of the private houses; and the number of

rsons gathered in the town and immediate neigh-

urhoog,a has been estimated at from 30,000 to
50,000.

To express its sense of the irreparable loss of this
great Freemason, the Grand Lodge, anxious that
every testimony of respect should be paid to the
memory of the decea;se(fe noble and exalted Brother,
ordered that its members, and those of every subor-
dinate Lodge, should be placed in mourning for six
months.

Whilst these affairs occupied the attention of the

Fraternity in our own island, intelligence was re-
G2
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ceived from India, that the appointment of Provin-
cial Grand Masters for the different districts had
been attended with a very beneficial effect to Free-
masonry. New Lodges were constituted, and initi-
ations became numerous and frequent. Dr. Grant,
Dr. Burnes, Major Macdonald, Major-General Lind-
say, Robert Neave and other eminent Brethren, were
laced in offices of trust, and they have done ample
Justice to their appointment. The accounts of their
proceedings are most ﬁra.tifying, and the Brethren in
that distant part of the globe sustain the reputation
of Freemasonry in a manner which excites the asto-
nishment of the natives, who cannot be persuaded
but the Masons are members of an unholy league
with some forbidden power.* A temple for the
meetings of the Craft is in contemplation, to which
schools and dwellings are to be attached, for the
ratuitous education and maintenance of the chil-
g.ren of indigent brethren, and orphans; and a
Fund of Benevolence is proposed for the general re-
lief of worthy and distressed Freemasons.
It is to the honour of Freemasonry that a man of
Sir Walter Scott’s talents and genius had such an
affection for the Craft, that he spent, as he himself

* An amusing anecdote is related in the Freemasons’ Review
for 1839. ¢ The lower order of the Hindoos being at a loss to
comprehend the occasion of the Freemasons’ meetings, conceived
their mysteries are expounded by dancing gestures, and likeni
them to their own natches, they style the Freemasons’ ceremoni
as the ‘ Chumera ka natch,’ the leather dance, in reference to the
apron. They also consider that ¢ magic’ is practised by them, and
they term the Lodge building ‘Jadoo Gurh,’ Sorcery or Magic-
house. Lately, a punkah-puller, who was squatting outside the
banquetting-room of a Lodge, was observed to become gradually
sleepy over his duty, to the manifest inconvenience of the Bre-
thren, and the punkah at length was still. One of the Brethren
left the room, and found the lazy puller fast asleep. A sharp
touch with the rope aroused the sleeper, who, suddenly awakened,
and seeing the Brother in his full paraphernalia, his dream was over;
bewildered and alarmed, he screamed out, ‘Jadoo Gurh! Jadoo
Gurh! and vanished. No consideration could ever induce him
to repeat his visit to the portals of the Sorcery-house.”
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often testified, many of his most delightful hours
within the walls of the Lodge, in the enjoyment of

¢¢ The feast of reason, and the flow of soul;”

and it is equally to the honour of the Masonic
body, that its members have been amongst the
- foremost to confer Posthumous honours on the me-

mory of a Great Light, which glads mankind by its
appearance, only at long and distant intervals. Our
annals include a Wolsey, a Locke, an Ashmole,
a Newton, and a Wren; they also include,—and
there are many brethren living who have had the
happiness to sit in a Lodge with him,—a Scott.
The hidden recesses of the human heart were laid
bare before his scrutinizing eye, and his graphic
fancy conv?'ed impressions to the mind, which,
once planted there, could never be eradicated. We
have already seen one Grand Masonic Meeting, to
erect a trophy to his memory; and his grateful
countrymen were again assembled, in the month of
August in the present year, to lay the first stone of
a Moetropolitan Monument, which is designed to
convey to posterity the gratitude that was felt to-
wards this great and good man, for the countless
benefits which mankin§ have derived from his im-
mortal works. The solemnity was, in its principal
details, masonic ; but it was also attended, as gir
‘William Rae observed, “by a countless host of all
parties, all ranks, and all ages, with a fair propor-
tion of the lovely and the beautiful, who came for-
ward, as with one impulse, to exhibit their admira-
tion and regard for the memory of their distinguished
countryman, whose fame has stretched to the ut-
most bounds of the habitable globe —who has
extended the fame of his native country—whether
he pourtra.{ed, the character of her kings, of her
ancient nobles, or painted the simple manners of

-
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her simple cottagers, of his own day. In alld
these efforts, he alike applied himself to attest his
own sense of genuine patriotism, and to advance th
cause of virtue and morality.”

This splendid and interesting ceremony, which
was anticipated with great anxiety for many weeks
by all classes of the inhabitants, took place -under
the most favourable circumstances. ing the
forenoon the city exhibited a constant bustle to and
fro, which indicated, even to the most listles
stranger, that something unusual was on the tapis.
About one o’clock, the shops throughout the line of
procession began to shut, and continwed so during
the day. At one o'clock the Masonic body assem-
bled in the quadrangle of the College, where they
were marsha(iled by their respective officers ; and
never, on any former occasion in the annals of the
city, did the Masonic Brethren turn out in such
imposing numbers. It is calculated that 1,500
brethren took a part in the ceremonial of the day.
This procession began to move from the College
square about a quarter Sast two o’clock, Precededbby
a strong body of the Edinburgh police, in uniform,
and the band of the Queen’s Bays; the rear being
similarly brought up, the band of the 29th Foot
taking their station in that egart of the procession.
A squadron of the Bays lined the streets.

Previous to the procession leaving the quadran-

le, the Right Worshipful Master and Wardens of
the Lodge of Edinburgh, Mary’s Chapel, waited
upon the Most Worshipful the Grand Master, and,
in the name of the ancient Lodge, over which they

resided, presented his Lordship with an elegant
gilver Trowel.

The M. W. Grand Master was pleased to accept
the same, and took the opportunity of thanking the
brethren of that Lodge for the uniform kindness he
had received from them since his initiation into the
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mysteries of Light, and at the same time begged to
thank such of the office-bearers of the Grand Lodge
as were present, for the support he had received
from them on all occasions. _

A few minutes before three o’clock, the Grand
Lodge, and other masonic bodies, took their stations
on the eastern gallery, the Lord Provost, the Right
Hon. Sir James Forrest, of Comiston, Bart. taking
his place in front, as Grand Master Mason of Scot-
land ; supported on theright by the Earl of Rothes,
Deputy Grand Master ; and the Earl of Stair, Act-
ing Past Grand Master. The office-bearers of the
Grand Lodge were the following :—

Substitute Grand Master,—Sir Thos. D. Lauder, Bart.
Senior Grand Warden,—Admiral Sir D. Milne, G. C. B.

Acting Junior Warden,—D. Anderson, Esq. of St. Germains.
Acting Grand Treasurer,—H. D. Inglis, Esq. W.S.

Grand Secretary - - W. A. Laurie, Esq. W.S.
Grand Clerk - - - John Maitland, Esq.

Grand Bard - - - R. Gilfillan, Esq.

Senior Deacon - - - J. Graham, Esq.

Acting Junior Deacon « Sir James Spittal.

Grand Chaplain - - Rev. Alex. Stewart, of Douglas.
Grand Jeweller - - W. Cunningham, Esq.
Architect of Monument G. W. Kemp.

Sculptor - - - - - John Steell.

The Masonic procession had a most imposing a
arance, and the beautiful uniform of the Celtic
odge in particular, attracted much attention. The
Brethren present included Deputations from Lodges
in all parts of Scotland. After an eloquent and ap-
ropriate prayer, offered up by the Rev. Alexander
tewart, the Grand Chaplain, the ceremony of lay-
ing the Foundation Stone commenced with the
usual Masonic rites; the Grand Master using the
silver trowel above mentioned. During the cere-
mony the band played, with great taste, and solemn
expression, the Sicilian Mariner's Hymn.
n the foundation stone were deposited a glass
Jjar, and a plate containing the following inscription,
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besides a plate with the names of the office-bearers
of the Grand Lodge, &c.

This Graven Plate,
Deposited in the Base of a Votive Building,
On the fifteenth day of August, in the year of Christ, 1840 ;
And never likely to see the light again,

Till all the surrounding structures are crumbled to dust
By the decay of time, or by human or elemental violence,
May then testify to a distant posterity, that his Countrymen
began on that day
To raise an Effigy and Architectural Monument
TO THE MEMORY OF SIR WALTER SCOTT, BART.,
‘Whose admirable Writings were then allowed
To have given more delight, and suggested
better feeling,

To a larger class of Readers, in every rank of Society,
Than those of any other Author, with the exception
of Shakspeare alone,

And which were therefore thought likely to be remembered
Long after the act of gratitude
On the part of the first generation of his Admirers
Should be forgotten.

He was born at Edinburgh, 15th August, 1771 ; and died at
Abbotsford, 21st September, 1832.

The Foundation of the Monument was laid by the
Right Hon. Sir James Forrest, of Comiston, Bart. Lord Provost
of Edinburgh, and
GRAND MASTER MASON OF SCOTLAND,
The Sub-Committee, in charge of the Work, bei
The Right Hon. Sir William Rae, of St. Catherine’s, Bart. ;
Dr. Thomas Hope, Professor of Chemistry ;
George Forbes, Esq. Treasurer ;
Thomas Thompson. Esq. Advocate ; and
VWilliam Burn, Esq. Architect;
‘With the aid and advice of
The Right Hon. Lord Viscount Melville ;
James Skene, Esq. of Rubislaw, Secretary ;
George M. Kemp, Architect;
John Steell, Sculptor;
In the fourth year of the Reign of Queen Victoria the First.

‘When the stone was lowered, and the ceremony
completed, the band struck up the lively air of
«"Tis good to be merry and wise,—'tis good to be
honest and true,” which was succeeded by three loud
and hearty cheers,
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The next, and truly appropriate air, was the good
old tune of “The Masons’ Anthem,” which the
Grand Master, Dignitaries, and all the Brethren
present, accompanied with the accustomed joyous
action.

The Lord Provost then addressed Sir William
Rae and the Committee as follows :—

 Having had the honour of being placed at the head of the
Order of Freemasonry in Scotland, it has fallen to my lot to take
a part in the proceedings of this day, and to lay this Foundation
Stone. Other, shall I say, imperishable monuments, which him-
self has raised, will, no doubt, transmit to posterity the fame of
‘Walter Scott. This, however, which we hope to erect, will record
a nation’s admiration, and a nation’s gratitude. Scotland claims
him as particularly her own. This city was his birth-place ; here his
youth—here his professional life was spent—here was seen the first
developement of that genius which was afterwards found capable of
such mighty achievements. I congratulate you, sir, and the other
gentlemen of the Committee, on the event of this day. You have
at last witnessed the commencement of the work which has been
s0 long the object of your anxiety and solicitude. By the labour
of several years, and the most mature deliberation, which you
could exercise, you have been able to devise the plan of an edifice,
appropriate and noble, worthy of the occasion, worthy of him in
whose honour it is to be raised, and worthy of the artist of whose
genius it is the fruit. By your exertions also, such a sum has been
raised as warrants you to begin and carry on the building; and I
am confident that if more shall be required to complete the plan
which the architect first suggested, your countrymen will not be
backward in furnishing the necessary means. The site appears
most suitable, on one of the greatest thoroughfares, the daily re-
sort of the population, surrounded by our romantic localities,
which his pen so often delighted to describe. To you, sir, and to
many around you, this day will call up many grateful recollec-
tions. You will remember those qualities which formed him to
be the delight of society, and which knit him in lasting bonds of
affection with many tried and faithful friends. It would be, I feel,
a presumptuous, as happily it is an unnecessary task, to delineate
here the merits and character of this illustrious man. He threw
around his name a bright lustre, and his country shared in his re-
nown ; to Scott and to Scotland the eyes of the civilized world were
directed. Strangers from all countries visited him when living,
and they still look with eager curiosity to the place of his resi-
dence—they view with interest every thing connected with his
name. How diversified were his talents! Inspired with the most
enthusiastic admiration of our ancient national poetry, and of the
manners and chivalry of former times, how did he c!;a.te a newera

G
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in our literature, and dazzle us with the brilliancy and the faith-
fulness of his pictures of the times that had passed away? When
sated with the fame of his poetry, he was not inactive, but entered
on a new path, and with rich profusion poured forth in endless
succession his stories of knowledge of the human heart, and deli-
neated with his powerful pen, the manners and the characters
of former generations. If his life had been prolonged, it is not
unnatural to suppose that, from some delightful sketches which he
gave, he might have added to his fame that of excellence in histo-
rical composition. It is with pleasure we have met on this occa-
sion to perform the duty to which we have been called. This was
the birth-day of Scott—this the anniversary of a day when a
British Sovereign revisited our long-deserted palaces—this, an ex-
traordinary day in the calendar, was also the birth-day of Napoleon.
The Masonic body have had much satisfaction in doing honour to
this day, for, to his other claims, he added that of a Brother; he
was a zealous, a true-hearted Mason ; his name was enrolled in
one of our Lodges; they had been also charmed with his society ;
they counted it an honour that he had been enrolled among them.
I beg to thank the Committee for the readiness with which they
acceded to my proposal of the Grand Lodge; and I rejoice to
think that the whole ceremony, grand and imposing, has been con-
ducted in a way worthy of the occasion.”

Sir W. Rae then addressed the assembly at great
length, after which the band was requested to play
the national air, * Rule Britannia,” and that bein
followed by a salute of seven guns from the Roy:
Artillery, the procession moved off in reverse order,
to their respective destinations, and dispersed.

In the evening, the members and friends of the
Celtic Lodge dined together in the Calton Con-
vening Room, R.W.M. Donaldson in the chair,
supported by R. W. Lawrie, Grand Secretary ;
R. Gilfillan, Grand Bard ; Mr. Kemp, Architect;
Mr. Dick, of the Albion ; Mr M‘Leod, Mr. Ballan-
tyne, and other members of the Scott Committee,
&c. &c. Deputations were also present from the
Lodges of St. John’s, Peebles ; St. Mungo’s, Glas-
gow ; and Perth. About a hundred sat down to an
excellent dinner, during which, and throughout the
evening, the company were entertained with appro-
priate airs from a select band. Mr. Lawrie, in a
neat speech, proposed “The Poets of Scotland,”

A)
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coupled with the names of Brothers Gilfillan and
Ballantyne, then present. Bro. Gilfillan returned
thanks, and “craved a bumper to the memory of
him whose fame they were that day celebrating,—
Sir Walter Scott,—a man who had shed a lustre
over his country, that not only made those of other
nations enquirers about ¢ the land of mountain and of
flood,” but had made them become pilgrims to the
spots which his genius had rendered immortal. And
when we looked at the splendours of our city, this
day, lit up with sunshine, falling upon landscapes
the most lovely that could be beheld, we ought not
to forget that this city— our own romantic town,’
was the birth-place of the mighty Minstrel, and in
whose localities those works were planned and pen-
ned, which men of all nations had Seclared to be im-
perishable.” The toast was drunk in silence, but
three cheers were given to the fame of the Novelist
and Bard. The evening was enlivened by several
excellent songs, and, after a cup of thanks to Bro.
Donaldson, for his labours throughout all the details
of the ceremony of this day, as well as his social
ualities as chairman, the meeting separated at
eleven o’clock, having spent a delightful and highly
intellectual evening.

An important question was mooted in the present
year, which still remains undecided, viz., whether
the practice of Freemasonry in the army be consis-
tent with the observance of such a state of military
discipline as is required among soldiers in the active
service of their country? The question is new, be-
cause many regiments have had es attached to
them from time immemorial ; but while equal sur-
prise and regret have been expressed that such an
objection should be raised in the nineteenth century,
when Masonry is in its most palmy state, we fran
confess that we are rather inclined to hail the dis-
cussion of any general argument which may be urged
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against the Craft; because an impartial invest\sl-'
tion of its principles cannot fail to emriumphm ly.
The case was this :—The 38th regiment, statiomed
in Limerick, having had a Masonic warrant, INo.
441, of the Registry of Ireland, in the regiment for
the last fifty years, glthough it being some timme
since the Brethren met as a e, through the ex-
er]:ii)ns of their Colonel (Pi ll;), who was the W. M.
while in India, they revived the Lodge ; and having
got the Brethren of the Ancient Limerick Lodge to
assist, the Master and Officers were installed on the
23rd June. The circumstance, having been inserted
in a Limerick paper, came under the notice of Sir
Edward Blakeney, who immediately wrote to know
if such a transaction occurred amongst the officers
and men of the 38th; and being answered, that
they considered, while the 42nd, 79th, 4th Dra-
oons, and several other regiments, had Masonic
odges attached to them, and particularly as they
were under the special protection of the law, inas-
much as when all other gecret Societies were prohi-
bited, a special exception was made to Masonry,
they could not see any breach of military discipline ;
but, notwithstanding all these, and other arguments,
being used, Sir Edward ordered them to return the
warrant at once, and cease to meet as Masons.

Sir Edward Blakeney is an officer of high and
unblemished reputation, and every act of his bears
the sanction of authority. It is clear, that in the
opinion of this gallant Commander, the practice of

reemasonry is inconsistent with the due subordi-
nation which the service requires from those gentle-
men who hold Her Majesty’s commission. fn this

point of view it may be safely pronounced, that Sir
nd actuated by a
to be a paramount
. of trust in which
of his monarch.
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The zeal thus displayed by this distinguished
Officer, is, however, un.z)rtunately, a zeal without
knowledge. Freemasonry is a system in which
subordination is, if possible, more strictly enforced
than in the army. How stringent soever may be
the details of military discipline, the discipline of
Freemasonry is equally severe. The ancient charges
provide, that the Officers of a Lodge, supreme and
subordinate, are to be obeyed in their respective sta-
tions, with all humility, reverence, love, and alacrity.
The Master, in the chair, is as despotic in his power,
as the Colonel of a regiment ; ancroif Masons meet
in the Lodge on the level, so do the Officers at their
mess ; and in each case, though a system of equality
is observed, so far as regards social intercourse, the
distinctions of rank are carefully observed, and the
courtesies due to each officer marked by a code of
honour, which no one can violate with impunity.

Again,—the ancient charges and regulations of
Masonry lay it down as an axiom, that “a Mason
is a peaceable subject to the civil powers, wherever
he resides or works ; and 1s never to be concerned
in plots or conspiracies a%:inst the peace and wel-
fare of the nation, nor to behave himself undutifully
to inferior magistrates.” And, “though all Masons
are as brethren upon the level, yet l&asonry takes
no honours from a man that he had before.” It di-
rects the brethren to “cultivate brotherly love, the
foundation and cape-stone, the cement and glory, of
this ancient fraternity ; to avoid all wrangling and
quarrelling, all slander and backbiting, not permit-
ting others to slander any honest brother ; but de-
fen%iing his character, and doing him all good offices,
as far as is consistent with their honour and safety,
and no farther. That all may see the benign influ-
ence of Masonry, as all true Masons have done from
the beginning of the world, and will do to the end
of time.”
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Thus kept within compass by laws of very ancient
date, society can have nothing to fear from the
ractice of Freemasonry. The proceedings of the
ternity have been tested by the experience of
ages ; and the monarchs of every free country have
extended their patronage to it, as an institution of
peace and unity, whose tenets may improve the mind
and humanize the heart; but cannot, by any possi-
bility, be perverted to sanction the designs of sedi-
tion, insubordination to lawful authority, or any
conspiracy which may endanger the security of the
throne, or affect the liberty of the people.

It would be difficult to conjecture in what respect
the service would be benefitted by the exclusion of
Freemasonry. Would the soldier be more zealous
to execute the commands of his superior Officers if
he were unacquainted with the obligations of Free-
masonry ! Would he be more strict in the perform-
ance of military discipline, or more punctual in the
discharge of his usual and social duties? If this
were capable of proof, the decision of Sir Edward
Blakeney would doubtless be correct. But the
principles of Masonry tend to inculcate a different
result. A Mason is bound, by his tenure, not only
to yield obedience to his lawful superiors—not only
to rule and govern his passions, to keep a tongue of
good report, and to practise secresy, (a most esti-
mable virtue in a soldier during the arduous period
of actual service,) but he is also enjoined to act in
every capacity according to the dictates of reason
and religion, to cultivate harmony, to maintain cha-
rity, an§l to live in unity and brotherly love. Now
what is there in all this which is unfavourable to
the existence of military discipline ?

But the subject will admit of a still more ex-
tended reference ; for Freemasonry does not rest its
claims to public esteem on the existence of negative
benefits. It is believed, that instead of the service
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being deteriorated by an association with our noble
Order, it would derive essential advantages from
such a connexion. In the details of warlike opera-
tions, who could be more safely entrusted to under-
takea difficult and hazardous expedition than those
who have taken the vow of fraternity —than those
who are solemnly pledged to the practice, not only
of secresy, but of fortitude, and prudence, and jus-
tice “—than those who are bound to support each
other in weal and in woe, in prosperity and adver-
sity; and to stand by each other to the death?
Such men are capable of any enterprize. They form
the strength of the army. They are the Nisi and
Euryali of the host; and the most implicit confi-
dence may be placed in their good fa.itE, attended
with a perfect assurance that it will never be vio-
lated. Life may be sacrificed, but Masonic virtue
cannot be moved.

Nulla meis sine te queeretur gloria rebus,

Seu pacem, seu bella geram : tibi maxima rerum,

Verborumque fides. Zn. IX, 277.

A writer in the Naval and Military Gazstte has

stated the subject in another, but equally lucid point
of view. He says, “I must confess myself unable
to comprehend the object of this most arbitrary pro-
ceeding on the part of Sir Edward Blakeney, and
shall feel obliged if you will throw some light on it,
and state what it is, connected with Freemasonry,
that has led Sir Edward Blakeney thus to condemn
it as an improper Society for military men to belong
to. If he can shew that its introduction into the
army has been in any way subversive of good order
and military discipline, the question is of course set-
tled ; but I must remark, that if any such objection
does exist, it is strange that it has never been stated
until now ; and that it altogether escaped the notice
of the following general O%ecers, who were, to the
full, as anxious to maintain strict discipline in the
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British army, as the gallant Commander of the
Forces in Ireland :—His Royal Highness the Duke
of York, the late Duke of Richmond, Earl of Har-
rington, Marquis of Hastings, Earl of Donough-
more, Sir John Stuart, Sir John Doyle, Lord Com-
bermere, (who was present lately when his son, an
Officer in the 7th Hussars, was initiated into the
mysteries of Freemasonry,) and many others, living
and dead, were all members of the Masonic Brother-
hood, which Sir Edward Blakeney has taken upon
himself to denounce as dangerous and hostile to the
well being of the army. Did Sir Edward Blakeney
ever hear that the 46th fought less gallantly at Do-
minica, in 1805, because opposed to a body of
French, consisting for the most part of Freemasons,
although there was at the time a regimental Ma-
sonic ]%odge in the 46th? or can he shew, in the
whole army, regiments which have uniformly main-
tained a higher character for strict discipline, good
conduct, and bravery in the field, than the following
regiments, (which I name from memory) i—1st
Dragoons, 28th, 29th, 38th, 42nd, 46th, 71st, 79th,
and 88th, to each of which there is, or was lately, a
Masonic Lodge attached ¢

There is much truth in this argument; and we
hope that Sir Edward Blakeney will take it into his
most serious consideration ; for although, from the
operation of this prohibitory measure, we do not en-
tertain the slightest apprehension for the welfare of
Freemasonry, yet we hope, for the satisfaction of
his own mind, this gallant Officer will procure ad-
mission into the Craft, that he may experience, in
his own person, the stability of that bond of Ma-
sonic union, which cements the chain of brotherl
love, and would constitute the most efficient bulwar!
to his authority, if put into active exercise, in all the
regiments under his command. :

A splendid token of respect was this year pre-
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sented by the Brethren at Bombay to Bro.Dr. Burnes,
P.G.M. for the Western Provinces of India, con-
uistinﬁrof three massive Silver Pillars, representing
the three most noble orders of Architecture, sur-
mounted by the figures Faith, Hope, and Charity,
and each bearing on its pedestal an appropriate de-
vice. On the first side, the following inscription :—
“ This Pillar, along with two others, representing the three
most noble orders of Architecture, was, on the Feltiuf of 8t. John
the Evangelist, A. L. 5838, unanimously voted by the Brethren of
the Lodge Perseverance, of Bombay, 5§46, to thelr Right Worship
ful Master, Brother JamMes Burnes, LL.D., F.R.8., K.G.O., and
P.G.M. for Western India, as a token of their fraternal affection,
and to mark their deepfelt regard for his brotherly conduct to them-
selves, as well as their high sense of his brillant and successful
efforts in the cause of Charity, Friendship, and Love to all men."”
“ On the second side—The Armorial Bearings of Bro. Burnes.
“On the third side—The Arms of the Lodie Perseverance,
being the square and compass encircled by a ribband, containing
the name and number of the L .
¢ On the fourth side—A suitable Masonic Device, differing in
each Pillar, and applicable to three degrees of St. John’s Masonry.”
Several other testimonials have graced the pre-
sent year. A Gold Box was presented to Bro. G.
W. Creighton, Esq. Barrister-at-law, Leicester
Lodge, Ireland; and a superb Silver Vase and
Cover to Bro. G. J. Baldwin, Esq., of “ Fifty,”
Dublin ; a Past Master’s Jewel to Bro. Molineux,
P.G.D. of Ceremonies, Lodge of Sincerity, Liver-
pool ; a Silver Epergne and Candelabrum to Bro,
COuff, late of Freemasons’ Tavern; a Silver Dinner
Service to Bro. Sir Herbert Compton, P.G.M. for
the Coast of Coromandel ; and a Gold Watch and
E:‘lver-chased Casket to Bro. Ribbans, of Birming-
m,
The numerous testimonials to deserving Brethren
which have been recorded in the annals of the last
ten years, from the Grand Master down to the
Becretary of a Private Lodge, form a powerful evi.
dence of the benefits which have been accomplished
within that period, by the united effects of zeal and
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assiduity. No one can minutely investigate the
science of Freemasonry without becoming wiser and
better. The charm operates imperceptibly upon the
heart, and, as its details become famliarized to the
recollection, the avidity for further information in-
creases, and the studious Brother soon arrives at the
summit of the Ladder, and receives his reward, as
-well in the secret consciousness of mental improve-
ment, as in the public approbation of his Masonic
companions.

Several Foundation Stones were laid this year,
with Masonic honours, which it would be unneces-
sary to describe, as the ceremonials bear a striking
resemblance to each other. In March, this solem-
nity was performed at Heckmondwike, by the Right
Hon. Bro. Lord Mexborough, P.G.M. West York-
ghire, in levelling the foot stone of a Blanket Hall ;
in May, of a Bridge across the Leven, in Scotland,
by Bro, the Right Hon. the Earl of Rothes, P.G.M.
for Fife ; of a new Church, at Thornhill, in Scot-
land, by the W.M. of St. John’s Lodge in that
Town ; of a Corn Exchange, at Wa.keﬁe%d, by the
above-named active and talented P.G.M. for West
Yorkshire, Lord Mexborough ; in June, of Queen’s
Hospital at Birmingham, by Bro. the Right Hon.
Earl Howe, P. Senior Grand Warden, and of a
Public Monument to the Memory of Bro. Trevor
Correy, Esq., K.T. and K.M., at Newry, by the
Rev. Dr. Campbell. In all these instances, where
Masonry has Eeen brought into requisition, in the
way of public solemnities, it is evident that the Craft
is held m high esteem, and considered an indispen-
sable adjunct to consecrate the details of ceremonial
observances, and to convey weight and authority to
events, which are in themselves of peculiar import-~
ance to the parties immediately interested, as well
as to the community at large, in whose neighbour-
hood the improvements take place.
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A general view of the present state of Freema-
sonry will form a proper conclusion of our labours.
In our own country 1t has assumed a commandin,
position, which combines strength, stability, an
usefulness. The judicious application of its bene-
volent funds have given it a character for consis-
tency, in the union of profession and practice, which
has placed it on a proud elevation amongst the
Institutions of the country, and invested it with the
gatronage of the wise, the talented, and the wealthy.

rinces, peers, and prelates, have not thought it
beneath their dignity to bestow the advantai:;:f
their influence and example in promoting its c!
table purposes ; nor has the aristocracy of talent
been withheld from the graver researches into its
history, literature, and science. It provides for
the destitute, it trains up the rising generation to
virtue and usefulness, the orphan’s wants are not
disregarded, nor do the widow’s tears flow in vain.
The argument so often used at the beginning of the
present century, that Freemasonry is behind the
times, that the exclusive and secret character of
Freemasonry is not in accordance with the spirit of
the age, that while other sciences are progressing
with great rapidity, Freemasonry remains stationary,
and makes no advances whatever,—cannot agply to
the Society as it is practised now. We need only take
a deliberate view of the present state of the Order,
compared with its exclusive tendency at that period,
to be convinced that the argument is erroneous.

Freemasonry holds on a progressive and improv-
ing course; and it is a question whether the science
does not advance at least as rapidly as any other in-
dividual institution in this country, where literary
societies are so abundant. If we consider the highly
rﬁectable character of our Grand and Prov. Grand

, composed as they are, of noble and talented
Brothers, we shall see that this opinion is very
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generally entertained amongst the Craft. Nay, at
the present moment, there exists—not in this or
that province merely, but throughout the whole
Masonic community—an intense excitement respect-
ing the philosophy of Masonry, which is gaily
spreading and increasing, under the influence of
literary characters who have enrolled their names
amongst us. To those who regard the Lodge
merely as a bacchanalian meeting, Freemasonry is
still behind the times. But to that noble band,
who consider Freemasonry as it really is, an engine
to enlighten the mind, and disseminate science and
morals through everydepartment of life, it is not only
equal with the times, but it soars beyond the nar-
row and selfish pursuits of bigotry and superstition,
and opens the arms of benevolence to embrace, in
one wide and universal bond, the fraternity of every
:Hlﬁ:’ every religion, and every grade of political.
eeling.

In %he sister kingdoms, the science presents an
aspect equally favourable, and its Lodges flourish
under the patronage of nobility, who attend the
meetings, and, by their personal example, enforce
those beneficent regulations which distinguish the
froceedin s of Freemasonry, and raise it above the
evel of ordinary Societies where men associate them-
selves together for benevolent or scientific purposes.
The stately banquet—the fancy ball—the proces-
sion by torch-light—all serve the purposes of
sacred charity; and thus Freemasonry, in both
branches of the United Kingdom, while it contri-
butes to the amusement an§ gratification of the
rich, sheds its blessings on the poor and needy.
The details of the Order are conducted with a mag-
nificence worthy of a great and noble Institution,
displaying its honours in the stately halls of the
prince’s palace, as well as in the secluded retreat of
tyled Lodges. Is the loyalty of Freemasonry ques-
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tioned? The answer is ready. It is patronized
and conducted by those who have the greatest stake
in the country, and with whom disloyalty would
ﬁ‘enera.te loss of honour, wealth, and distinction.
he grand pillar of Masonry contributes to the
support of our civil and social establishments, con-
necting the Order with all that is dear to the heart
in our altars and our homes. The state, during the
E::iod which these sheets are intended to illustrate,
recognised the faithful character, and confiding
loyalty of Irish Masonry, and conferred the privi-
lege of exemption from penalties which attach to
otiers who have not hadp the advantage of initia-
tion into its mysteries.

Freemasonry has had obstacles to contend against
in the South of Europe, which have materially cur-
tailed its operation, and retarded its progress. A
jealousy has been entertained against the exis-
tence of Secret Societies of every description, be-
cause it is well known, that in the Lodges of the
INluminati, dangerous principles were inculcated, to
which the revolution in France, and all its attendant
evils and miseries, have been attributed ;* and the
terrors inspired by the Vheme Gerichte left behind
a lasting and unfavourable impression. In Ger-
many, however, while the scenes which were enacted
on its own soil, alarmed the rest of Europe, Free-
masonry has been cultivated with great assiduity
and success ; and this is almost the only continen-
tal nation where its principles have been tolerated.
Here its details are conducted with superior splen-
dour. Superb halls have been erected for the pe-
riodical meetings of its members ; and their appoint-
ments and decorations are on a scale of profuse
magnificence, which yield only to the grandeur of
a royal palace. In their processions, stately cano-

® Vid. Preston 14th and 15 Edit. p. 298:
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ies of satin, velvet, fine linen, and gold, of all the
asonic colours, borne over the-persons of the Grand
Masters, and the presiding Officers of every Private
Lodge; the Ark of the Covenant veiled from profane
eyes by a crimson velvet mlx’x fringed and tasselled
with silver; the silken ers laced and fringed
with §old and bullion ; and the flowing robes of the
Grand Officers, all combine to render them a scene
of grave and pomJ)ous display, that command and
secure respect and veneration. The ceremonies to
be used on all public occasions are prescribed in
writing, on the authority of “the Great Master,”
and they contain matters of importance which might
be profitably introduced into I:!ﬁglish Masonry.

n India, the science languished from the time of
the Marquis of Hastings® Vice-royalty, until & very
recent period. The accounts which we now receive
from that part of the Empire are highly gratifying.
The spirit of Masonry is busily at work, and the
Brethren appear to be, one and all, actuated by an
earnest desire to augment the resources of the Craft,
and to atone for their former supineness, by a zea-
lous discharge of every Masonic gut-y. The autho-
rities have been strengthened by the Grand Lodge
of England, and the machinery is now in full and
efficient operation. New Lodges spring up in the
most distant provinces, and the Brethren increase
in numbers and respectability. Actuated by the
purést motives of mutual aid, and mutual enjoy-
ment, our Indian Brethren use their masonry to
confer sterling benefits on mankind, b{ making it
conducive to the practice of morality. It is indeed
the true object of every Institution to induce men to

rform their social and civil duties more perfectly,
and this appears to be the aim and end of Maso:
in the East. Even the convivialities of the Society
are accompanied by the exercise of benevolence, and
hence its increasing reputation will be hailed and
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blessed in that widely-extended principality, as one
of the means by which the civilization of its native
population will be ultimately accomplished.

n America, Freemasonry has received an impulse
from Great Britain, which has revived the spirits of
its friends ; who, a few years ago, entertained a
prehensions for its existence. Masonry eq
dislikes a republic and a despotism, and flourishes
most under tﬁe sway of a mild and gentle monarchy.
Each State in the New World has its Grand Lodge,
and none are superior to the rest. Hence there
exists a diversity of usages, which operate unfavour-
ably to the general spread of the science, by that
want of unanimity and authority which are essen-
tial to its prosperity. On the whole, however, Free-
masonry at the present period is rogressin%: and
the establishment of one General Grand Lodge,
which should be invested with supreme power to
legislate for the benefit of the provinces, would
a&l)rd a consistency that could not operate other-
wise than favourably for the Craft.

Freemasonry is springing up in our colonies, and
promises well. To our Brethren in these distant
regions we wish health and prosperity, assured that
the practice of our mysteries cannot fail, while it
reminds them of their native country, to be a solace
and comfort under any privations which may spring
from a change of habit and social enjoyments. In
Qanada and the West Indies the Lodges are nume-
rous, but the Brethren are not sufficiently on the
alert. From the Cape of Good Hope* and Sydney,

¢ The following interesting account of Dutch Masonry at the
Cape of Good Hope, is given in the Freemasons’ Quarterly Review
for December, 1838 :—*In Table Valley, in a beautiful grove,
stands the Dutch Lodge, consisting of two elegant buildings ; one
&the Temple) appropriated entirely to the mysteries of the Craft.
t contains a very spacious and elegantly-adorned hall, something
resembling Freemasons’ Hall in London. In this room it is cus-
tomary, on the death of a Brother, to invite the friends of the de-
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the accounts are more gratifying, and the few Lodges
under our banner, djg;ersled %ver Europe, viz. at
Gibraltar, the Canary Islands, Malta, Corfu, &c.,
are occasionally at work, but they are too distant
and detached from the Masonic body to produce
any remarkable fruits. '
yal Arch Masonry in our own country has re-
cently undergone some revision, which promises to
effect a permanent good. Complaints have been
common amongst the Fraternity that the Chapters
are indifferently attended, and the companions of
the Order appear to be in want of some powerful
stimulus which might operate to remove this defect.
The ceremonies of exaltation, as well as the Lec-
tures, have been remodelled, and the Constitutions
improved, but the root of the evil still remains.

ceased. The Lodge is assembled and the orator delivers an
address, in which he sets forth the merits of the departed Brother.
This is considered a mark of great respect towards the me-
mory of the deceased. In this building are also rooms set apart
for each Degree, and containing every requisite for each. The
other building, separate from the former, consists of an elegant
suite of banquetting’room, committee rooms,’and apartments for the
housekeeper. From the walls of the banqueting room are sus-
ended portraits of the different Grand Masters and Past Masters.
n this room, which is capable of accommodating from five to
seven hundred guests, our Dutch Brethrengive frequent entertain-
ments to the fair sex, thus permitting the gentler portion of the
human race to participate, if not in the mysteries, at least in the
sweets of Freemasonry. In this Lodge thereis a fund, amounting
to several thousand pounds, from which the son of any member,
(indeed we believe any Mason,) wishing to complete his education
in Europe, but whose circumstances will not admit of it, on for-
warding an application to the Lodge, will, under certain reguls
tions, be allowed an annual sum to enable him to carry out his in-
tentions. On the return of the individual to the colony, and after -
having established himself in his profession, the sums .received
from the Lodge are repaid. There is also a school supported. by
the Lodge, for the instruction of the children of Masons.
correspondent states that, some time ago, a letter was forward: ‘to
the Grand Lodge of Holland, conveying the request of the Cape
Masons to be relieved from their allegiance, as it was their inten~

tien to frame a constitution for their own government, and a; w
their Grand Master.” & ¥
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The proper remedy has not been applied. If Royal
Arch Mg.:onry be expected to flourish according to
its merits—if it be desirable that this sublime De-

ee should come into general and efficient practice—
1t must be the result of a process which has not yet
been adopted. Sumptuary laws will fail, because
they do not touch the heart ; and regulations for the
enforcement of discipline will not induce men to give
up their time to a system, which, however sublime
in its principles, or magnificent in its details, is ac-
companied by a machinery too cumbersome for the
effect which it actually produces. It is the inclina-
tion which must be biassed. Something is wanting
in the details which mayinfuse into the mind a desire
of knowledge, and an emulation to excel. Until this
is supplied, the Chapters will still be unattended,
and Royal Arch Masonry occupy a subordinate rank
in the estimation of the Fraternity.

Thus havewe toiled,with zeal and anxiety, through
the History of Freemasonry for the last ten years,
and a period more replete with incident and general
benefits to the Order, does not exist throughout the
long extent of its diversified annals. Questions of
vast importance have arisen, which it is the duty of
the historian to discuss with impartiality and truth.
The course, when the chief actors in these matters
are living, and some of them his own personal
friends, is difficult. Prejudice will at times intrude
to cloud the judgment, and paint passing occurrences
in colours which may not bear the test of strict ex-
amination. It is hoped, however, that the charge
of wilful misrepresentation will not attach to us in
our view of the chief occurrences of this eventful
period. We have dismissed all extraneous consi-
derations, and endeavoured to steer our bark by the
compass of veracity. And the record will display
our benevolent institutions in their full activity,
which constitute the fair blossoms of the Order, and

H
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display it before the public as an establishment of
universal charity, founded upon the steadfast basis
of Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth, surmounted
by the Cardinal, and crowned by the Theological
virtues.

We now take a fraternal leave of our readers,
with a sincere and hearty wish that the next decen-
nial period may add as man'lzhlaurels to Freemasonry
as that which 1s passed. us will it be placed on
a proud elevation, at the head of the Scientific and

itable Establishments which grace and orna-
ment our country.

THE END.

LONDON:
PRINTED BY G, TAYLOR, LITTLE JAMES STREET, GRAY'S INN LANE.
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